
Dear friends! 
  

It has seemed like too long since our last newsletter!  We survived the rush of 
March with about 8 spring break groups coming to visit.  I am always 
pleasantly surprised that each group has their own personality, bringing 
different gifts to the Steinbruck Center and walking away with different 
lessons learned.  We have greatly  
enjoyed working with a variety of  
ages this year, from a Girl Scout  
troop to college groups to adult  
groups!  This newsletter will highlight  
some of their experiences as we look  
forward to a new season of growth. 
 
Blessings! 

 
Amanda Weber  

YOUTH GROUP PRESENTS MATTRESS DONATION  
 

As I spent time with youth from Lutheran Church of the Incarnate Word  
in Rochester, NY, Kelley - one of the chaperones - expressed to me her  
frustration when people complain without helping to offer a solution.  I  
smiled with  
gratitude, as I  
recognized the irony  
in her statement!   
When Incarnate  
Word brought a  
group of adults to  
visit the Steinbruck  
Center in October,  
their only complaint  
at the end of their  
stay was that the  
mattresses in the hostel were rather uncomfortable.  But just as Kelley  
wished, this group offered a solution, proposing to raise the money as a  
congregation for us to buy new mattresses!  Youth from the church  
presented a check for $2,600 in April, enabling us to purchase 23 new  
mattresses.  Hostel guests since then have noticed the improvement, and we  
are so thankful to Incarnate Word for recognizing our need and offering to help! 
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Check our calendar for open dates! 
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STEINBRUCK CENTER 
VOLUNTEERS TAKE ACTION  
 

The Steinbruck Center was happy to welcome 
Hamline University this spring as they ventured out 
from the cold weather of the Twin Cities!  The group 
was comprised of 11 strong women with a passion 
for social justice.  Their week was packed with 
volunteering, educational activities, reflection, and 
even participating in the National Coalition for the 
Homeless’s “Homeless  
Challenge,” spending a  
night on the street.  It  
was an honor to spend  
time with these ladies as  
they asked each other  
challenging questions  
and struggled to find  
answers.  Desiring to  
advocate for the rights  
of the homeless and  
others living in poverty,  
this group set up  
meetings with their  
Senator and Congress- 
woman.  The only  
problem was that their  
meetings would happen  
during their time out on the street!  I witnessed their 
debates of whether they should “take a break from 
the street,” shower, and dress nicely for the 
meetings, or show up as they are in solidarity with 
the rest of DC’s homeless.  After much conversation, 
they decided to go straight from the streets.  
Exhausted and dirty, they went.   

After talking with Congresswoman Betty 
McCollum’s aid, he was so inspired that he set up 
an opportunity for the group to meet with 
McCollum in the Twin Cities later that month.  
McCollum generously gave them 40 minutes of 
her time.  “We went around the table and shared 
our current interests in service-learning, why we 
think it is important,” student Lisa Fralish later 
shared.  “[McCollum] said that along with the ‘big 
idea’ perspective of service and social justice, it is 
    important to stay involved 
    in service through regular 
    volunteering and reaching 
    out to individuals in all 
    aspects of our lives. She 
    thinks service-learning is 
    something that all citizens 
    can benefit from, whether 
    they encounter it in their 
    ‘financial journey,’ their 
    ‘faith journey,’ or their 
    education/career. It was a 
    good reminder that it all 
    comes back to the  
    individuals who are  
    affected.”  The ladies from 
    Hamline let their  
    experience at the 
Steinbruck Center jumpstart a deeper longing to 
work for social justice in their community and the 
world.  Lisa says it well: “This is clearly a vibrant, 
in touch, and loving community.  I was inspired 
and invigorated by the commitment to community 
and justice that is lived out in faith and worship as 
well as work.”         
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The Steinbruck 
Center is pleased to 
welcome Colleen 

Kilbride as an 
intern this summer!  

Colleen just 
graduated from 

Augustana College 
Rock Island with a 
BA in Spanish and 

minors in Latin 
American studies, 

sociology, and 
religion. 

STEINBRUCK CENTER HOSTS 1ST ANNUAL YOUTH EVENT  
 

                
 

On May 16-17, the Steinbruck Center held “Taste and See” – an event for 
confirmation-aged youth in the Metro-DC area focusing on issues of hunger and 
homelessness.  The event brought youth from 3 different churches in the area 
together for a weekend of educational activities, speakers, games, groupbuilding, 
and reflection.  One of the pastors that attended, Rev. Chris Duckworth, labeled 
the event a “homerun,” and looks forward to bringing his youth back in the fall.  
After debriefing the weekend with the Steinbruck Center Steering Committee, we 
decided to make it the first of many such events!   
 
 

 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE… 
 

N Street Village is 
holding up in these 
tough economic 
times.  Luther Place 
and the Steinbruck 
Center are seeking 
more ways to 
support N Street; 
stay tuned for 
updates on how you 
can help. 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS: 
REV. JOHN &  ERNA STEINBRUCK  

 

On May 31st,  
a multitude  
of friends  
gathered in  
the morning  
at Luther  
Place Church  
and in the evening at Ohr Kodesh 
Synagogue to honor Rev. John 
Steinbruck upon his 50th anniversary of 
ordination and to celebrate the ministries 
of John and Erna.  This fiery couple 
helped bring together people of all faith 
backgrounds to address issues of 
homelessness in DC, and together, they 
brought the vision of N Street Village to 
life!  Today, N Street serves around 800 
homeless women a year.   


