
Proposed Revision to Reconciling in Christ Affirmation of Welcome 
 
In the late 1990s, Luther Place began a process of discernment on what it meant to become a 
Reconciling In Christ congregation through the organization Lutherans Concerned/North 
America (now known as ReconcilingWorks).  On October 15th, 2000, the Luther Place 
community voted to become a Reconciling In Christ (RIC) congregation by adopting an 
“Affirmation of Welcome to gay and lesbian Christians.”  At the time, such a direct statement 
was a significant act by the congregation to publicly stand as a church where LGBTQA+ people 
could worship, serve, and lead.  Moreover, it stood in contrast to other Christian narratives by 
affirming that God’s boundless love extends to LGBTQA+ people as much as it extends to 
straight people.   
 
However, though Luther Place has always been an affirming and welcoming place for all persons 
regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression, the language of the RIC 
designation did not reflect that expansiveness. 
 
In September of 2017, the council was asked to approve an update to our RIC designation with 
the full support of Pastor Karen and of the ReconcilingWorks team.  The council voted 
unanimously to approve the change to the RIC designation.  Since the original RIC designation 
was approved by congregation vote, the update is being proposed to the congregation at the 
December meeting.  Over the past couple months, there have been posters in the sanctuary to 
educate the Luther Place community about terminology of the LGBTQA+ community. 
 
The new designation will read that Luther Place is “affirming and welcoming of all sexual 
orientations, gender identities and gender expressions.”  This more expansive language captures 
more fully the rich diversity within the community of Christ, and better reflects the intention of 
our LGBTQA+ ministry and inclusive theology. 
 
As Reconciling in Christ congregation, we celebrate the full inclusion of LGBTQA+ people in the 
life of the church each year on the last Sunday of January.  We look forward to RIC Sunday on 
January 28, 2018 and hope to celebrate this new designation as an always reforming church 
spreading God’s love and grace to all. 
 
  


