
 
 
First Day of Advent 2017—Thursday, November 30 (Rev. Karen Brau)  
Zechariah 13:1-9 Revelation 14:6-13 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  
 
Our 2017 Advent Theme is: Star-Child/Nino: 
Es Astro. 
 
Shirley Erena Murray, New Zealand’s premier hymn 
writer, first introduced the words to “Star-Child” on 
her Christmas card in 1994. The words of the hymn 
tell us a story of God coming among us humans as 
a child, a gift we call the Incarnation.  That God 
chose such vulnerability in baby Jesus to express 
God’s love for this world, is a theme that we reflect 
on this Advent.   
 
In a time when our public life is evidencing a nation 
that is that increasingly divided, isolated and cynical, 
we are a people in need of good news.   
 
May the words of this Advent hymn expand our 
own understanding and appreciation for the 
vastness of God and God’s love.  And may we 
discover how we are participants in the sacred 
promise that the Christ child bears gifts for 
everyone alive.   
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Karen Brau 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Star-Child/Nino: Es Astro words by Shirley 
Erena Murray 

 
Star-Child, earth-Child, go-between of God, 

love Child, Christ Child, heaven’s lightning rod, 
 

This year, this year, 
let the day arrive 

when Christmas comes for everyone, 
everyone alive! 

 
Street child, beat child, no place left to go, 

hurt child, used child, no one wants to know, 
 

Grown child, old child, mem’ry full of years, 
sad child, lost child, story told in tears, 

 
Spared child, spoiled child, having, wanting more, 

wise child, faith child, knowing joy in store, 
 

Hope-for-peace Child, God’s stupendous sign, 
down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that shine, 

 
This year, this year, 

let the day arrive 
when Christmas comes for everyone, 

everyone alive! 
 

Words Copyright © Text copyright © 1994  
by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL 60188 

Author Shirley Erena Murray, from her book Every Day in Your Spirit:  
“A carol which grew out of increasing concern at the market values dictating our 

welfare system, now creating more and more ‘social rejects’.” 
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Friday, December 1st (Christiana Lundholm) 
 Zechariah 14:1-9 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 
Now concerning the love of brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anyone write to you, for you yourselves have been taught 

by God to love one another –1 Thessalonians 4:9 
 
In the weeks of Advent, what I crave for my life is a sense of quiet, hopeful expectation, a longing for 
something that is not quite ready to be fulfilled. There are many days now when I am finding that sense of 
joyful waiting difficult to come by. It has been a difficult year for our world, along with a certain amount of 
upheaval in my own life, and there are a lot of moments when it seems sensible to believe that whatever is 
coming next might not be all that great. 
 
I wrote the poem below several months ago out of my own wondering about our calling to bear faithful 
witness to suffering, and how we can hold both the difficult realities and the possibilities we reach out for in 
hope and love. The birth of any new thing – a baby, a dream, a new possibility for our world, or the star-child 
of our Advent hymn – is painful and messy. As we engage in the difficult labor of trying to coax life out of a 
landscape that seems full of destruction, 
I pray for the grace to hold both the lament and the joy we long for. 
I wish there were not quite so many things  
it is hard to watch, not just on television or  
all the other everywhere screens but also  
when the wrench and tear is breathing  
in the daily minutes alongside us. 
 
The senses can be inadvertent, sight smell 
sound taste touch entering the body  
without volition but to bear witness 
requires intent, requires that I carry 
the load for as long as it is mine to hold. 
 
Bearing witness, like a burden, like a child, 
all the image and experience we each carry 
the long slow gestation of all that’s touched 
rocking together step by step with our own spark 
until the bearing time is done and she is born. 
 
Saturday, December 2nd (Deborah Shepard) 
Micah 2:1-13 Matthew 24:15-31 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  
 
Let Us Pray  .  .  . 
gracious and loving God, 
in this season of light and love 
when hope is renewed in the image of the Christ child 
we, your children, pray that we see and seek this image in all.  
 
that every child –  

old child, 
grown child,  
young child, and “nowhere left to turn” child, 

be a loved child. 
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that every child – 
 sick child, 
 well child, 
 tired child, and “not sure what I am” child 
be a loved child. 
 
that every child – 
 joy-filled child, 
 sad child, 
 lost child, and “I just need a hug” child 
be a loved child. 
 
That every child – 
 near to god child, 
 seeking god child, 
 don’t know god child and “why have you forsaken me” child 
be a loved child. 
 
May every child 
find in us the image of the Christ child,  
people who will proclaim in all we say and do 
 “I will love you, child.” Amen. 
 
First Sunday of Advent—Sunday, December 3rd  
Isaiah 64:1-9 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (7) 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Mark 13:24-37 
 
Monday December 4th (Krista Sickert-Bush) 
Micah 4:1-5 Revelation 15:1-8 Psalm 79  

The Making of God’s People 
(Micah 4:1-5; The Message Version) 

4 1-4 But when all is said and done, 
    GOD’s Temple on the mountain, 

Firmly fixed, will dominate all mountains, 
    towering above surrounding hills. 

People will stream to it 
    and many nations set out for it, 

Saying, “Come, let’s climb GOD’s mountain. 
    Let’s go to the Temple of Jacob’s God. 

He will teach us how to live. 
    We’ll know how to live God’s way.” 

True teaching will issue from Zion, 
    GOD’s revelation from Jerusalem. 

He’ll establish justice in the rabble of nations 
    and settle disputes in faraway places. 

They’ll trade in their swords for shovels, 
    their spears for rakes and hoes. 

Nations will quit fighting each other, 
    quit learning how to kill one another. 
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Each man will sit under his own shade tree, 
    each woman in safety will tend her own garden. 

GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies says so, 
    and he means what he says. 

5 Meanwhile, all the other people live however they wish, 
    picking and choosing their gods. 

But we live honoring GOD, 
    and we’re loyal to our God forever and ever. 

 
HOPE.  With nothing but sheer confidence, the prophet Micah shares hope for God’s people.  What it must 
have been like to first hear these words calling people to come forth and live in a new way; God’s way.  
Woven into this text are pieces of transformation where God’s people will come and be changed.  Fighting 
and killing will cease.  Every person will find rest in their own garden.  God’s justice will prevail and we will 
learn to honor God with all our being.  Oh, how we need these words amidst the times in our world and in 
our nation. 
 
Advent is my favorite time in the church year, because it reminds us of this hope.  God’s love and promise 
are made real in the birth of a baby.  In the simple joys of this “star child”, God calls us forth to a new way of 
being present to one another and a new way to live in the world.  May it be our Advent song and prayer. 
 
Tuesday, December 5th  
Micah 4:6-13 Revelation 18:1-10 Psalm 79 
 
“Advent is about anticipating the birth of Christ. It’s about longing, desire, that which is yet to come. That 
which isn’t here yet. And so we wait, expectantly. Together. With an ache. Because all is not right. Something 
is missing. 
 
Why does Advent mean so much to me? 
 
Because cynicism is the new religion of our world. Whatever it is, this religion teaches that it isn’t as good as it 
seems. It will let you down. It will betray you. 
 
That institution? That church? That politician? That authority figure? They’ll all let you down. 
 
Whatever you do, don’t get your hopes up. Whatever you think it is, whatever it appears to be, it will burn 
you, just give it time. 
 
Advent confronts this corrosion of the heart with the insistence that God has not abandoned the world, hope 
is real and something is coming. 
 
Advent charges into the temple of cynicism with a whip of hope, overturning the tables of despair, driving 
out the priests of that jaded cult, announcing there’s a new day and it’s not like the one that came before it. 
 
“The not yet will be worth it,” Advent whispers in the dark. 
 
Old man Simeon stands in the temple, holding the Christ child, rejoicing that now he can die because what 
he’d been waiting for actually arrived. 
 
And so each December (though Advent starts the last Sunday of November this year), we enter into a season 
of waiting, expecting, longing. Spirit meets us in the ache. 
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We ask God to enter into the deepest places of cynicism, bitterness and hardness where we have stopped 
believing that tomorrow can be better than today. 
 
We open up. We soften up. We turn our hearts in the direction of that day. That day when the baby cries His 
first cry and we, surrounded by shepherds and angels and everybody in between, celebrate that sound in time 
that brings our Spirits what we’ve been longing for.” Except taken from an article entitled: Why Should We 
Care About Advent? By Rob Bell published in Relevant Magazine  
 
Wednesday, December 6th (Bianca Vazquez)  
Micah 5:1-5a Luke 21:34-38 Psalm 79  
 
I’ve always liked advent, mostly because I feel like it acknowledges a particular wound I spend a lot of time 
trying to avoid – of longing, of not yet, of frustration. The ache for things to be different than they are. 
The waiting. The anger at waiting. The longing for and waiting for something different. In Advent, we 
anticipate the birth of Jesus, but really all that which is yet to come.  
 
We’ve all experienced low-grade despair and this year, it feels like I can’t watch the tv or open my phone or 
turn around without hearing the newest tragedy – both environmental and manmade, the newest fraying of 
democracy, the newest breaking of people, of bodies, of communities. Acquiescing to cynicism and apathy 
and numbing out have felt appealing, even wise. Advent confronts this corrosion of the heart with the 
insistence that God has not abandoned the world, hope is real and something is coming.  
 
While we wait, we pray. Prayer and silence open up the possibility of expectant hope. It helps keep out the 
tempting messages of the world which say hope is foolish.  In prayer and silence, I can reconnect to the God 
within me and who I am called to be, the not yet within me. As we pray this season together, while we mourn 
that which isn’t here yet, we can dream and prepare expectantly.  

This advent, let your compassion come speedily to meet us, oh God.  
Let us believe, together – the not yet will be worth it. 

 
Thursday, December 7th (Susan Boyle) 
Hosea 6:1-6 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  
 
Living in the light-polluted DMV I don’t often have an opportunity to see a clear night sky filled with stars.   
On those occasions when I do: traveling out to the mountains or waking up at 3 am to let the dogs out in the 
yard, I am struck by the awesomeness of our universe.  I believe that God has made me, and all manner of 
things that I can name and those that I can’t even imagine that exist.  I can hold the tension of feeling small, 
amazed at the expanse; and also special, chosen, hand-crafted. 
 
Our readings today remind me of my chosenness, how I am an example of living in God’s way.   (1 
Thessalonians)   I can turn to Psalm 85 and remember that God has provided me with “a faithfulness that 
will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky”.   In times of struggle, which 
we all will experience in our lifetimes, God has made a commitment to us in all our needs: to heal us, bind 
our wounds, and raise us up.  (Hosea 6). 
 
I am amazed, comforted, hopeful. 
 
God of stars, planets, microbes, leaves and caterpillars; 
Your expansive embrace holds me, guides me, and inspires me to fully live the life you have made for me.  As 
we await the coming of your Star-Child continue to open my heart and soul to be at one with you and your 
creation.   Amen.   
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Friday December 8th (Sarah Johnson)  
Jeremiah 1:4-10 Acts 11:19-26 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  
 

“Star-Child, earth-Child, go-between of God, 
love Child, Christ Child, heaven’s lightning rod. 

This year, this year, 
let the day arrive 

when Christmas comes for everyone, 
everyone alive.” 

                                 
In the song that bears the name of our Advent theme, there is hope of a Christmas that is for everyone. It 
calls us to consider how we can bring all of God’s children into a celebration of Christmas, but how can we 
when we have not done as we are commanded- when we have not fed them, or clothed them, or housed 
them? We read in the passage in Acts of the different, sometimes limited, audiences sought by Christians who 
were sharing their faith. All the time that has passed from then to now hasn’t rid us of this tendency- to 
separate into labels of lacking or worthy, to offer judgement rather than compassion. Our call to community, 
equity, and justice requires a faithfulness that would have us seek not only those who do not bear the name of 
Christ, but also those who do yet lean on their own understanding.  
 
The grace of God is not bound by the walls and borders we have built around wealth and nations and 
identities. No matter our doubts or our assumptions, the hands and feet of Christ, that Jeremiah shows us we 
have been consecrated to be, must be willing to reach out to all people and to walk beyond borders.  
 
More than just a Christmas that is for everyone, what would it mean for the kingdom if the way we show up 
on Christmas were to become the way we show up as Christians every day of the year? 
 
We are called.  
We are equipped. 
All that is missing is for us to be faithful. 
 
Heavenly Father, just as we honor the offering of your son this Christmas, may our offering to the world be 
one that honors his teachings all year long. As we strive to build the Beloved Community, let us be faithful in 
our commitment to justice and invitation for all. Grant us eyes that allow us to see your children as you do, 
and hearts that love your children as you love us. Amen. 
 
Saturday December 9th (Rebekka Meyer) 
Ezekiel 36:24-28 Mark 11:27-33 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

Advent = anticipation. The Psalms text for today outlines the anticipation of the coming of God, of the 
peace, salvation, faithfulness, and righteousness God will give. How do we experience anticipation each 
Advent? Years ago, my father was a cancer patient going through chemo and radiation. The goal was to 
shrink a tumor enough so that surgery would be possible. The timing of the treatments meant that my 
extended family spent Advent in anticipation of CAT scan results that would indicate good news (though, 
yes, “good news” meant that a major surgery would be scheduled, but you take what wins you can get with 
cancer treatment). The timing of our season of waiting very much matched the season of Advent, and our 
prayers were answered with surgery in early January.  

The Ezekiel text for today refers to the restoration of the body, another parallel for anyone who has watched 
a loved one deal with cancer. The physical body is so broken down, or as a doctor of my father’s once said to 
me, the treatment is an exercise in how far out on to thin ice to walk the patient. The Ezekiel phrases of 
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cleansing, restoration, and giving spirit are visuals one needs when watching or experiencing a major illness of 
a loved one. 

I prefer anticipation that does not relate to major health issues, but Advent in my family’s “Cancer Era” gave 
me a new (though challenging) perspective on waiting, as did watching a loved one experience drastic physical 
body changes. Despite the difficulties of that time, I can appreciate the insights gained. May this season of 
waiting and anticipation offer us all new perspectives that challenge our comfort levels.  

Second Sunday of Advent—Sunday, December 10th  
Isaiah 40:1-11 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (13) 2 Peter 3:8-15a Mark 1:1-8 
 
Monday, December 11th  
Isaiah 26:7-15 Acts 2:37-42 Psalm 27  
 
“The function of Advent is to remind us what we’re waiting for as we go through life too busy with things 
that do not matter to remember the things that do.  When year after year we hear the same scriptures and the 
same hymns of longing for the life to come, of which this one is only its shadow, it becomes impossible to 
forget the refrains of the soul. 
 
Advent relieves us of our commitment to the frenetic in a fast-paced world.  It slows us down.  It makes us 
think.  It makes us look beyond today to the “great tomorrow” of life.  Without Advent, moved only by the 
race to nowhere that exhausts the world around us, we could be so frantic with trying to consume and control 
this life that we fail to develop within ourselves a taste for the spirit that does not develop within ourselves a 
taste for the spirit that does not die and will not slip through our fingers like melted snow. 
 
It is while waiting for the coming of the reign of God, Advent after Advent, that we come to realize that its 
coming depends on us.  What we do will either hasten or slow, sharpen or dim our own commitment to do 
our part to bring it. 
 
Waiting — that cold, dry period of life when nothing seems to be enough and something else beckons within 
us — is the grace that Advent comes to bring.  It stands before us, within us, pointing to the star for which 
the wise ones from the East are only icons of ourselves. 
 
We all want something more.   
Advent asks the question, what is it for which you are spending your life?   
What is the star you are following now?   
And where is that star in its present radiance in your life leading you?   
Is it a place that is really comprehensive enough to equal the breadth of the human soul?” 
 –quoted from Advent Meditation: The Human Experience of Waiting by Joan Chittister 
 
Tuesday, December 12th (Justin Holmes)  
Isaiah 4:2-6 Acts 11:1-8 Psalm 27  
 
Today we read stories that show us that, throughout history, God has created safe places for his people - 
strongholds of peace, places of comfort and shade, and refuges from those things that we fear.  The culmination of 
these gifts was, and IS, the Christ-child, the star-child, the love-child and lightning rod of heaven, who was given to 
us as the ultimate safe place and sanctuary.   Throughout this advent season, remember this most amazing gift that 
we receive from our God, and let it inspire you to create safe places for those around you.     
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all of our days.   
Thanks be to God.  
Amen. 
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Wednesday, December 13 (Kate Wulff) 
Malachi 2:10—3:1 Luke 1:5-17 Psalm 27 
 

 Have we not all one father? Has not one God created us? 
 Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our ancestors?- Malachi 2:10 

 
Star Child/Nino: Es Astro 

This year, this year 
let the day arrive 

when Christmas comes for everyone, 
everyone alive!  

 
The beginning of today’s Old Testament lesson and our Advent hymn both reflect on societies tendency to 
be want to exclude the “other.” Both remind us that in Christ there is no “other,” we are all one. American 
culture gets a little better in encouraging providing the “other” with much needed Christmas gifts and holiday 
meals. That’s a wonderful thing. But what if we took it farther? What if we looked at abolishing the idea of 
the other? What if we also focused on providing justice in a way that is faithful to the covenant of our 
ancestors? What would continued attention to that look like? 
 
Thursday, December 14th (Kristen Kane) 
Habakkuk 2:1-5 Philippians 3:7-11 Psalm 126 
 
May this Advent season of waiting, longing, aching, seeking also be a time of seeding, planting, nurturing, and 
cultivating the anticipation of a harvest of joy. As Psalm 126 shares—God will restore us all to joy; we will 
come home with shouts of joy!  
 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,[a] 
we were like those who dream. 

2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 

“The Lord has done great things for them.” 
3 The Lord has done great things for us, 

and we rejoiced. 
4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 

like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
5 May those who sow in tears 

reap with shouts of joy. 
6 Those who go out weeping, 
bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 
carrying their sheaves.- Psalm 126 

 
Friday, December 15th (Christina Davis) 
Habakkuk 3:2-6 Philippians 3:12-16 Psalm 126  

This is a season of reflection on the past year, from joyful to sorrowful moments and personal to global 
events. As we reflect on these moments and events we can see God’s guiding presence moving in all of 
them.  As we spend this season celebrating his birth let us also celebrate his living presence in our lives 
especially in those moments when it seems that all is lost. Reflecting on the power of His grace in even those 
darkest moments renews and restores us and creates a light that shines within and warms our souls. 
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Let us celebrate this gift of His grace and how it flows through everything and let us pray for a new year full 
of new ways to spread the joy and peace He bring us throughout the world.  

Saturday, December 16th (Emma Northcott) 
Habakkuk 3:13-19 Matthew 21:28-32 Psalm 126  
 
The shadows of this season seem to be stretching ever longer. In dark times, it is easy to be cynical. Finding 
joy amid trouble becomes onerous, and doubt thwarts our trust in each other and in God. 
 
Let us not grow so weary of the ways of the world that we turn our backs on God’s righteous word. In the 
scheme of eternal life, God’s might and grace transcend even the strongest displays of wickedness. In the 
here-and-now, we want Jesus to come deal with the oppressor and fix our world ASAP. Advent is a lesson in 
patience. 
 
As we await the celebration of Jesus’s birth, we should meditate on the importance of trusting God’s timeline 
and God’s process. Just like those in Psalm 126 who “go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,” we too 
can do the hard work of investing in the spiritual lives of ourselves and our communities. Sometimes this 
requires real toil, and other times it looks like forgiveness and gentle care. Though we do not know how long 
the season will be, sowing the seeds of God’s grace today is the first step toward reaping a joyous harvest.  
 
Third Sunday of Advent—Sunday, December 17th  
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Psalm 126 (3) 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
Monday, December 18th (Candace Lilyquist) 
1 Kings 18:1-18 Ephesians 6:10-17 Psalm 125  

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may 

be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. - Ephesians 6: 10-13 

We each have our own ‘bag to drag’ in this life. The inherited and experienced stories of who we are in this 
life get put in the bag (some before our birth). The events we remember give meaning to a narrative about 
who we are and what we are - they also go in the bag. The events we don’t remember go in too; because the 
stories others tell become a part of who and what we are. Yes, they go in the bag. This is the bag we carry 
(drag) in life.  

If you find yourself with your lip in your lap; wondering why the bag you have to carry is so heavy this 
holiday season, think about the power you have when you review the contents of your own bag. Use the filter 
God gives us – GRACE!  Try looking at a couple of those paragraphs in the story of your life and see them as 
your Heavenly Father sees them. God looks upon you with favor and peace. God loves all of you; even the 
messiest parts.  

In the verse above, the speaker is telling Christians to put on a protective shield and to take a stand against 
the devil’s evil schemes. It is often easy to identify the evil around us.  We invoke the ten commandments to 
sort it all out. Today, we ask God to make our shield strong and use that armor to strengthen us; so we can 
drop that bag we often drag around of old stories, events, and the meaning making humans do with their 
lives. 
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Heavenly Father strengthen us. When we bow our heads before you, cup our chin with Your almighty hand 
and lift our faces to see the warm glow of the stars in the sky. Remind us that with faith and grace we are all 
bright stars in the Kingdom of Heaven. Help us to find firm foundation in your Word and to fight evil and all 
its empty promises. Amen 

Tuesday, December 19th (Gary Maring) 
2 Kings 2:9-22 Acts 3:17—4:4 Psalm 125  
 
Although today’s scriptures call for healing and bestowing of God’s blessings on all people, in this Advent 
Season, many in God’s community are suffering. Immigrants are disparaged by our nation’s leaders, many 
children go hungry, basic healthcare is elusive for many, we see race based discrimination including mass 
incarceration, and our system increasingly divides the country into haves and have-nots.  
 
In this holiday season, we particularly call attention to the fact that so many of our church’s neighbors live in 
fear of deportation. Our President has ended the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Program 
unless Congress acts soon. These so called (DREAMers) who were brought to the U.S. as children had 
previously been protected from deportation. Now some 800,000 of them live in fear this holiday season. At 
the same time, several hundred thousand immigrants from Central American and other countries with 
devastating violence or natural disasters have been protected through a program called Temporary Protected 
Status, TPS. Our Administration is now eliminating these protections, so many immigration families are in 
despair this holiday season. Meanwhile, deportations of all types are on the rise as immigrants are rounded up 
through mass raids in their neighborhoods. Many faith groups around the country are offering support 
including sanctuary. Luther Place, through WIN and the DMV Sanctuary coalition of some 200 
congregations, is helping fight this cruel treatment of immigrants among us. We pray this day for all 
immigrant families and persons who are living in fear of deportation; we remember at this time also that the 
holy family were also refugees in their time and that most of our own ancestors were immigrants/refugees.  
 
This year, this year, 
let the day arrive 
when Christmas comes for everyone, 
everyone alive! 
 
Wednesday, December 20th (Jacob Sprunger) 
Malachi 3:16—4:6 Mark 9:9-13 Psalm 125  
 
The three verses for today, Malachi 3:16—4:6, Mark 9:9-13, and Psalm 125 all carry the common theme of 
the Lord coming to save the righteous, those who do good, and the Lord punishing those who are 
unrighteous, those who do evil. Malachi 3:18 states "Then once more you shall see the difference between the 
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him." It is easy for us to 
see the world as black and white when it comes to considering the question of good and evil. Some people as 
good, some as evil. But it is not this clear cut, for instead of a world of black and white we live in a world of 
gray. What we as a society perceive as good, and what we perceive as evil, often are at odds with the norms 
that came before us, and may very well be at odds with the norms that come after us. Instead, as one reads 
the passages think not on people being inherently good or inherently evil as absolutes, but instead as a 
gradient. For this reason do not pray for people to be good, but for people to do good. For those who do 
good are those who are good in the eyes of the Lord.  
 

4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, 
and to those who are upright in their hearts. 

5 But those who turn aside to their own crooked ways 
the Lord will lead away with evildoers.- Psalm 125: 4-5 

 

Peace be upon Israel! 
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Thursday, December 21st (Linda Younes)  
2 Samuel 6:1-11 Hebrews 1:1-14 Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
In keeping with the theme for this holy season and praying for the forgotten ones… 
Today we pray for Somebody’s Someone 
I borrowed the lyrics to one my favorite song writers Daphine Willis whose words have touched my heart 
and soul.  
 
Somebody’s Brother 
Somebody’s Son 
Somebody’s Mother Father 
Somebody’s Someone 
Somebody’s Missing You 
Wherever you came from 
And wherever you go 
I hope you know 
You are somebody’s someone…. 
 
Friday, December 22nd  
2 Samuel 6:12-19 Hebrews 1:5-14 Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26  
 
Stop, take a breath—read or sing through the hymn. Then take some silence and take inventory—where have 
you seen this Hymn come alive during this Advent season? 
 

Star-Child/Nino: Es Astro words by Shirley Erena Murray 
 

Star-Child, earth-Child, go-between of God, 
love Child, Christ Child,  heaven’s lightning rod, 

 
This year, this year, 

let the day arrive 
when Christmas comes for everyone, 

everyone alive! 
 

Street child, beat child, no place left to go, 
hurt child, used child, no one wants to know, 

 
Grown child, old child, mem’ry full of years, 

sad child, lost child, story told in tears, 
 

Spared child, spoiled child, having, wanting more, 
wise child, faith child, knowing joy in store, 

 
Hope-for-peace Child, God’s stupendous sign, 
down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that shine, 

 
This year, this year, 

let the day arrive 
when Christmas comes for everyone, 

everyone alive! 
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Saturday, December 23rd (Rev. Karen Brau) 
Judges 13:2-24 John 7:40-52 Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
 
We now have reached the ending of our Advent time together.  
What have been the activities of this liturgical season that have given you life? 
What are the things that have been difficult for you, even heart-breaking? 
Where have you seen the vulnerability of God’s love show up, and in whom?  
 
The good news this day, is that through the gift of the incarnation,  God is with you whoever you are and 
where-ever you are — loving you, growing you and shining upon you with grace. 
 
Is this a message, are you ready to share with the world?  Are we bold to witness to God’s love extending into 
places and people where it seems that only sorrow and hurt prevail?   
 
We share this good news in our words and in our actions — in our own loving and in our own risking to be 
this love in communities of faith — and in every part of our daily life.  And, as we move into the Christmas 
season, we get to practice seeing the Christ child in ourselves, in our neighbors, and even in our enemies.   
 
May the shining of the Star Child/ Nino:  Es Astros, make a difference in your individual lives, in the life of 
our congregation, and may it mysteriously move throughout our world.   
 

Let us pray: 
This year, this year, 

let the day arrive 
when Christmas comes for everyone, 

everyone alive! 
Amen. 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent—Sunday, December 24th  
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 Luke 1:46b-55 (52) 19-26 (1) Romans 16:25-27 Luke 1:26-38 


