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Worship Volunteers:  

Greeter/Ushers: Christina Davis, Katy Argueta, & Doug Walter 
Assisting Minister: Jay Forth 
Reader: Kathryn Perry 
Communion Assistants: The Kimball-Eayrs Family 
Counters: Council Members   
Friends of  the Feast: Faith Korbel 
Coffee House Lead: Portia Migas 
Live-Broadcasting: Patrick Callahan 
Staff  Lead: Sarah Johnson 

 

Luther Place Staff 

Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor 
[seniorpastor@lutherplace.org] 
Xavier Williamson, Congregation Administrator  
[operations@lutherplace.org] 
Kristen Kane, New Connections Coach 
[kristen@lutherplace.org] 
Bianca Vazquez, Steinbruck Center Director  
[steinbruckcenterdirector@lutherplace.org]  
Sarah Johnson, Steinbruck Center Learning Coordinator 
[steinbruckcenter@lutherplace.org] 
Justin Fitch, Music Director 
[music@lutherplace.org] 
Nancy White, Office Volunteer 

 

 

  

HOSPITALITY + WORSHIP + SPIRITUAL GROWTH + JUSTICE + COMMUNITY CARE  

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
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10:30 AM Service of  Communion 
Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor 

Luther Place Memorial Church 
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Our Purpose 
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive 
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love 
and grace and challenges injustice. 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. All of God’s creation is sacred. 
2. We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection. 
3. We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable. 
4. We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and 

God. 
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action. 
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles. 

 
Our Vision 

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kingdom in its beautiful 
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one 
another.  In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved  
community. 
 
Worship attracts and gathers a range of  people with various services and styles, engaging 
the community in a depth of  traditional practices and creative endeavors. 
 
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of  Jesus Christ, embracing scripture 
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and 
question our faith. 
 
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of  openness to what 
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community, 
country, and world. 
 
Hospitality is how we—each of  us—extend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city, 
growing our community and engaging all of  God's children, from the powerless to the 
powerful. 
 
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of   
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of  life, in celebration and sorrow.          

 

 

19 

 

 
 

Annual DC Homeless Memorial Service, Thu., Dec. 20, 5:00 pm - Join us 
at for the start of  a multi-day Homeless Memorial Event co-hosted by Luther 
Place Memorial Church and People for Fairness Coalition. The annual event re-
members the people who have died on the streets of  Washington, DC in 2018. 
We will gather at Luther Place Memorial Church for a program with speakers 
and a blessing of  local advocates. The group will walk with candles and a casket 
to Freedom Plaza (approximately one mile). Some people will stay for an over-
night vigil at Freedom Park to honor those who have passed. You are welcome 
to come for just the program at Luther Place and/or the march to Freedom 
Park.  
 

Spare Luggage? - Pat Handy Place for Women is in need of  suitcases and duf-
fel bags.  If  Santa treats you to a new piece of  luggage, please consider donating 
your old luggage to Pat Handy Place for Women.  Contact Donna-Marie 
Thompson at dthomaspson@nstreetvillage.org.  
 

Gifts of  Hope - Luther Place is again participating in the DC Synod Gifts of  
Hope program which provides support over the holidays to 19 Lutheran related 
beneficiaries including the Lutheran Volunteer Corp and N Street Village. Please 
consider an online contribution in support of  these vital ministries during the 
Advent season. Please contact Gary or Margaret Maring for more information.  
 

Christmas Eve Services, Mon., Dec. 24 - 5:00 p.m. (Childcare Provided) and 
10:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day Service, Tue., Dec. 25 - 10 am Worship 
 

Men's Fellowship Retreat, Fri., Jan. 4 - Sun., Jan. 6 - All Luther Place men 
are invited to join this annual retreat of  food, faith, and fellowship at Roll-
ing Ridge Study Retreat Community in Harper's Ferry, WV. For questions, or to 
RSVP, contact Dick Rortvedt.  

Interested in the music ministry?       
Opportunities include: 

Adult Choir – Weekly rehearsal Sundays 9:30-10:30 
Handbell Choir – Monthly rehearsals TBD 

Children’s Music – Sunday School Hour 
Instrumental/Vocal Solos 

Contact Justin at music@lutherplace.org for more information. 

mailto:music@lutherplace.org
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 Today, we pray for those in need of  healing; Nancy White, Ann Hill, Vronna 
Endahl, Lolly Stuart, All elders, all feeling alone, All facing healing from surgery, 
All coping with mental illness, Sound leadership in turbulent times, and all 
children separated from their parents.   

Congregational Offering  
November 2018    YTD as of  11/30/18 

Budgeted: $35,000 Budgeted: $424,000 
Actual: $35,864  Actual: $407,632 

 

Mission of  the Moment: Steinbruck Center - Support the transition of  our 
hostel and its new expanded capacity for hospitality at Luther Place. Donate at 
the back of  the sanctuary, or find the link on our Facebook page and website. 
 

Play & Pray is Today, Dec. 16— from 9:30 to 10:15 for families with children 
ages 5 and under. If  you missed it, don't worry, there are opportunities to 
participate (and host) on these future dates: January 13th, February 24th, March 
24th, April 28th, and May 19th. All gatherings occur in the Chapel.  
 

Adult Spiritual Formation - Advent Study Today, Dec. 16 and next Sunday, 
Dec. 23rd - During this Advent season, please join us in the Library for 
reflection and discussion on the Gospel according to Luke, along with the Old 
Testament lessons. 
 

Advent Soup Supper & Prayer Service, Wed., Dec. 19, 6 - 8 pm - Join us for 
soup supper and fellowship at 6 pm in the All Saints Room and then 7 pm in the 
Chapel for an evening prayer service using the liturgy of  Holden Evening Prayer 
-- a time of  singing, meditating on scripture, and prayer  
 

20s/30s Happy Hour, Wed., Dec. 19 - 7:30 pm - After the Wednesday Advent 
service, join the 20/30s group for follow up discussion and fellowship at Bann 
Thai, 1326 14th Street NW, 2nd Floor. We will cheers the end of  2018 with new 
and old friends. Food and drink are available for individual purchase.  
 

Christmas Tree Decorating, Wed., Dec. 19, 7:45 pm - After attending Advent 
Supper and Worship, join in putting lights on the Sanctuary tree.  Please RSVP to 
Pastor Karen Brau. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place! 
 

Are you a guest?  If so, here are some things you might like to know… 
 

Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The 
cards can be placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your  
presence and hope you will join us again.  

 

We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us 
on social media. You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on  

 facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to 
keep up the conversation.  
 

Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage 
has two floors available. Please ask an usher for a parking voucher. Your reimbursement 
of the cost of $5 per use will be greatly appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking 
spots in the circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with mobility issues and 
their drivers. We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available 
inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place. 

 

A children’s nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located 
within the chapel by the entrance on N Street. There is a baby changing area in the nursery. 

 

Children’s church bags are located in the back of the Sanctuary. The activity bags are for 
kids of all ages; they include crayons, a coloring book, books to read, etc. Please help  
children use these materials for doodling rather than the gift envelopes and prayer cards. 

 

Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website: 
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.  

 

In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.  
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation. 
 

Here at Luther Place, we love to sing! We like to explore a diversity of 
music, though much of it comes from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Hymnal (ELW). This hymnal holds service music in the first half and 
hymns in the second half. The service music can be found with the small 

page numbers at the bottom of each page. The hymns can be found using the large num-
bers at the top of each page. We also use hymns from This Far by Faith Hymnal (TFF), 
the  Lutheran African American hymnal. 

 

References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As 
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect your  
understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited to sing 
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue. 

http://www.lutherplace.org/sermons
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Prelude: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel            arr. Jason W. Krug 

We welcome you to worship today! If  you are a visitor, please fill out a welcome card at the 
ends of  the pews, and put in offering plate or give to an usher. We use social media here and 
invite you to check in and tag @LutherPlace and @LutherPlaceDC 

Advent Lighting 
 
*Hymn of  Praise: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
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*Table Blessing  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen.  
 

*Prayer after Communion  
A: Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted 

again on your endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, 
that we may be messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of  justice and  
righteousness, and bearers of  your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen.  
 

Blessing 
P: May God direct your ways in peace, 

make you abound in love for one another and for all, 
and strengthen your hearts 
until the coming of  our Lord Jesus. 
Bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

C: Amen. 
 
*Sending Song: ELW 248 People Look East  
 
Dismissal 
A: Go in peace. Prepare the way of  the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude  
 
*Baby Elliott Baptism, 12:15 pm - See insert  
  
 

SENDING 
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*Agnus Dei (Lamb of  God) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Be Seated.  
Communion:  
P: God fills the hungry with good things. Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C: Amen. 
 

Communion: ELW 247 Come Now, O Prince of  Peace  

Please Stand As Able.  
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*Confession:                Please stand as able. 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Lord of  Israel who comes to set us free, 
the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, 
the Dawn from on high who guides us into peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us come before God in confession.  
 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P: To you, O God,  
C: we lift up our souls. You know us through and through; we confess 

our sins to you. Remember not our sins; remember us with your 
steadfast love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in 
justice and truth, for the sake of  your goodness in Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 

 
P: Children of  God, come with joy 
    and draw water from the well of  salvation. 

   Remember the gift of  baptism: 
 your sin is washed away in the name of  ☩ Jesus; 
 you belong to Christ; 
 you are anointed to serve. 
 Stand up and raise your heads! 
 The reign of  God is near. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
*Gathering Song: ELW 614 There Is a Balm in Gilead 
 
Greeting 
P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion 

of  the Holy Spirit be with you all  
C: And also with you.  
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*Prayer of  the Day 
P: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of  your only Son. By his 

coming give to all the people of  the world knowledge of  your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
Please be seated.  

FIRST READING             Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all 
your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away the judgments 
against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of  Israel, the LORD, 
is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16On that day it shall be said 
to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 
17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult 
over you with loud singing 18as on a day of  festival. I will remove disaster 
from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19I will deal with all your 
oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I 
will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20At that time 
I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you 
renowned and praised among all the peoples of  the earth, when I restore 
your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.  
 
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word         C: Thanks be to God! 
 
PSALM            Isaiah 12:2-6 
2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 

  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has 
become my salvation. 
 3With joy you will draw water 
  from the wells of  salvation. 

WORD 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus gathered with his 

faltering friends for a meal that tasted of  freedom.  
He took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to them, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of  me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of  sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of  me.  
 

We remember that night Jesus spent with his friends, and we feel his 
presence with us now. We ask God, through the Holy Spirit to bless these 
gifts we offer and share, making them Christ for us, and making us into 
Christ’s holy body.  Together with all the church, we give you thanks: 
Creator, Redeemer, Spirit of  love. Bind us together. Open our hearts. 
Grant us peace.  

C: Amen.  
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Distribution 
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. Ushers will direct you to 
the correct station. We use two cups; one with wine and the other with juice. You may either 
dip the bread into the cup (intinction) or eat the bread first and drink from the cup.  
Gluten-free wafers are available on the altar. Return to your seat using the exterior aisles. 
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*Sanctus 
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 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s 
name; 
  make known the deeds of  the LORD among the nations; proclaim 
that this name is exalted. 
 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
  let this be known in all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of  Israel. 

 

SECOND READING                       Philippians 4:4-7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7And the peace of  God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word            C: Thanks be to God! 

Please stand as Able. 
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*Gospel Acclamation: ELW 438 My Lord, What a Morning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*HOLY GOSPEL                        Luke 3:7-18 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke                        C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of  
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of  
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of  the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to 
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect 
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*Offering Prayer 
A: God of  abundance, 

we bring before you the precious fruits of  your creation, 
and with them our very lives. 
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need 
until the coming of  your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

*The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you 
C: And also with you.      
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord.     
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 
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*Exchange of  Peace 
P: The peace of  Christ be with you always.              C: And also with you. 

 

Please Be Seated.  

Announcements 
All events & announcements may be found in the back of  the bulletin.  
 
Offering 
Please feel free to put cash or check in the offering plate. You can also 
donate through a text donation by texting the dollar amount to 
+12028166673.  To the right is the QR code for the giving portal. 

  
 

 
Please Stand as Able.  

 
*Offering Song: ELW 262 Wait for the Lord 
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no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And 
we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone 
by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John 
answered all of  them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of  his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff  he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 
people. 
 
P: The Gospel of  the Lord    C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Please Be Seated. 
 
Children’s Sermon                      Amanda Lindamood 
 

Sermon: Rejoicing because of  Holy Hope!      Rev. Karen Brau 
 

Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged!  
Please use #FollowingJesus #RealChurch and don’t forget to tag 

@LutherPlace 
Please Stand as Able  

 

 
 
 
*Common Prayer of  Peace - See insert  
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*Hymn of  the Day: There Is a Longing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Prayers of  the People 
Congregational Response:  
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A: As we await the coming of  Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the 
world, and all of  creation.  

A brief  silence. 
 

A: For choirs, hymn writers, musicians, and off-key singing, we give you 
thanks, Holy One. Fill us with your song of  joy. Open us to proclaim your 
glory in our singing, speaking, and silence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
song, 

 

A: For the hurting places in creation; for seas and lands ravaged by natural 
disasters; for communities and creatures displaced by floods and droughts. 
Grant peace through your presence and joy in your healing. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our song, 

 

A: For peace to ring out in our hearts and in our homes; for mercy and 
forgiveness to reign in every community; for war to cease and hunger to 
end. Give us this joy now, Holy One. Lord, in your mercy, hear our song, 

 

A: For those who are oppressed; for soldiers and veterans with post-traumatic 
stress disorder and their families; for neighbors who have no access to 
medical care; for those who are ill and those who mourn (especially). Fill 
them with your peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our song, 

 

A: For foster families opening their homes; for grandparents raising 
grandchildren; for single parents struggling to make ends meet; for 
expectant parents who now grieve. Give strength and comfort, Holy One. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our song, 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
A: In thanksgiving for preachers and teachers who have guided us on the 
way. Bring us with them to rejoice eternally in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our song, 

 

P: Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these 
prayers and those unspoken, in the name of  Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 
C: Amen  
 


