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Worship Volunteers:  

Greeter/Ushers: Katy Argueta & Volunteers 
Assisting Minister: Chelsey Christensen 
Reader:  Luther Place Youth 
Communion Assistants: Kyra Reumann-Moore & Volunteers 
Counters: Kate Wulff  & Council Volunteers  
Friends of  the Feast: Michael Sonnenberg 

Staff  Lead: Kristen Kane 

 

Luther Place Staff 

Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor 
[seniorpastor@lutherplace.org] 
Xavier Williamson, Congregation Administrator  
[operations@lutherplace.org] 
Kristen Kane, New Connections Coach 
[kristen@lutherplace.org] 
Bianca Vazquez, Steinbruck Center Director  
[steinbruckcenterdirector@lutherplace.org]  
Sarah Johnson, Steinbruck Center 
Learning Coordinator 
[steinbruckcenter@lutherplace.org] 
Justin Fitch, Music Director 
[music@lutherplace.org] 
Nancy White, Office Volunteer 
  

 

 

  

HOSPITALITY + WORSHIP + SPIRITUAL GROWTH + JUSTICE + COMMUNITY CARE  

EPIPHANY & 3 KINGS SUNDAY 

JANUARY 6, 2019 

10:30 AM Service of  Communion 
Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor 

 

Luther Place Memorial Church 
1226 Vermont Ave, NW Washington, DC 20005    (202) 667-1377    www.lutherplace.org 
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Our Purpose 
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive 
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love 
and grace and challenges injustice. 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. All of God’s creation is sacred. 
2. We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection. 
3. We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable. 
4. We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and 

God. 
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action. 
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles. 

 
Our Vision 

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kingdom in its beautiful 
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one 
another.  In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved  
community. 
 
Worship attracts and gathers a range of  people with various services and styles, engaging 
the community in a depth of  traditional practices and creative endeavors. 
 
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of  Jesus Christ, embracing scripture 
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and 
question our faith. 
 
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of  openness to what 
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community, 
country, and world. 
 
Hospitality is how we—each of  us—extend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city, 
growing our community and engaging all of  God's children, from the powerless to the 
powerful. 
 
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of   
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of  life, in celebration and sorrow.          
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Sunday School for All Ages -  9:15 am, Sunday, January 13th: We will 

meet upstairs on the 3rd floor. Our topic is Baptism. For questions please 

reach out to Pastor Karen at seniorpastor@lutherplace.org 

New Members Welcome Lunch, Sun., Jan. 13 - The New Member com-
mittee is planning upcoming sessions for those interested in joining Luther 
Place. If  you are interested please join us for the Welcome Lunch at 12 pm 
on Sunday, Dec. 13, in the library. New Member Orientations will be held 
on Saturday, Jan. 26, 2019. For more information please contact Elizabeth 
Ellis at elizellis@gmail.com 
 
Adult Spiritual Formation -  9:15 am, Sunday, January 13th: Prophets 
of  Old and Prophets in Contemporary Society. We will begin a series of  
sessions discussing prophetic witness in the Old Testament and prophetic 
voices in our modern day society. In Matthew 7, Jesus warns us to beware 
of  false prophets. Chris Peterson will lead  a discussion in which we’ll ex-
plore the question of  how we know whether a prophet is a true prophet.  
 
Women's March 2019, Sat., Jan. 19 - The Protest and Movement Team is 
looking for an individual to lead Luther Place's involvement in the Women's 
March on the National Mall and at the Lincoln Memorial. If  interested, 
please contact Einar Olsen or Jay Forth. 
 
Adult Spiritual Formation:  9:15 am, Sunday, January 20th: Prophets of  
Old and Prophets in Contemporary Society. We will continue our series of  
interactive discussions around prophetic witness in the Old Testament and 
prophetic voices in our modern day society. During the weekend in which 
we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. our conversation will focus on his 
life and teachings. We would love to have you join us in the Library for this 
discussion. 
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*Sending Song: ELW (Red Book) 677 This Little Light  
Chorus in Spanish:  
Esta lucecita la dejaré brillar  
Esta lucecita la dejaré brillar  
Esta lucecita la dejaré brillar  
Brillará, brillará, brillará. 
 
Dismissal 
A: Go in peace. Be the light of  Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude Festivity on Holy Manna                                     Douglas E. Wagner 
                                    Dylan Rye, trumpet 

For Children - Please receive a gift at the back of  the sanctuary as part 
of  our 3 Kings Celebration! 

Today, we pray for those in need of  healing; Alberta Williams, Jennifer 
Lentfer’s mother, Nancy White, Ann Hill, Vronna Endahl, Lolly Stuart, All 
elders, all feeling alone, All facing healing from surgery, All coping with mental 
illness, Sound leadership in turbulent times, and all children separated from 
their parents.   

Congregational Offering  
October 2018    YTD as of  11/30/18  
Budgeted: $33,000      Budgeted: $389,000 
Actual: $28,912  Actual: $371,767 

 
Parking Voucher price has  increased  - Effective January 1, 2019, the price 
of  parking vouchers have been increased to $6/ticket. Please donate to the 
cost of  parking.  

SENDING 

EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place! 
 

Are you a guest?  If so, here are some things you might like to know… 
 

Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The 
cards can be placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your  
presence and hope you will join us again.  

 

We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us 
on social media. You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on  

 Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to 
keep up the conversation.  
 

Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage 
has two floors available. Please ask an usher for a parking voucher. Your reimbursement 
of the cost of $6 per use will be greatly appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking 
spots in the circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with mobility issues and 
their drivers. We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available 
inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place. 

 

A children’s nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located 
within the chapel by the entrance on N Street. There is a baby changing area in the nursery. 

 

Children’s Space is available at the back of the Sanctuary. There are books, & a table for 
coloring. We invite you to be with your child and to explore the space. We often have 
children’s sermon  were we intivte all children forward to participate.  

 

Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website: 
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.  

 

In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.  
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation. 
 

Here at Luther Place, we love to sing! We like to explore a diversity of 
music, though much of it comes from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Hymnal (ELW). This hymnal holds service music in the first half and 
hymns in the second half. The service music can be found with the small 
page numbers at the bottom of each page. The hymns can be found using 
the large numbers at the top of each page. We also use hymns from This 
Far by Faith Hymnal (TFF), the  Lutheran African American hymnal. 

 

References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As 
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect your  
understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited to sing 
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue. 

http://www.lutherplace.org/sermons
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Prelude We Three Kings                                                  arr. David Clark Isele 
Dylan Rye, trumpet 

Welcome 
We welcome you to worship today! If  you are a visitor, please fill out a welcome card at the 
ends of  the pews. During Communion, you will have a chance to light candles at the front to 
guide your prayer. 
 
Confession & Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who shines in glory, 
clothes us in compassion, and bears gifts of  mercy for all. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of  forgiveness.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: God, wonderful counselor,  
C: we confess that we have turned from your gifts and chosen our own 

way. We have not made room for you in our hearts or in our world. We 
have lived in fear; we have not welcomed the stranger; we desire gifts 
that will not endure. Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, and 
open us to receive the peace of  Jesus dwelling in and among us. 
Amen. 

 
P: God’s lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. We are saved, 

not by anything we have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. 
In the name of  ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Through the Spirit 
living in you, God give you faith to trust Jesus, who is Love born for you, 
now and always. 

 
C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING 
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Communion Song: ELW 486 Nuestro Padre nos invita  

*Table Blessing 
P: The God of  glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly 

on your path; and the blessing of  almighty God, the Father, the +Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 
 

*Prayer after Communion 
A: God of  wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of  the world come near. As 

you have come among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the 
good news of  your love. We ask this in the name of  Jesus, through the 
Spirit dwelling among us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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*Agnus Dei (Lamb of  God) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution 
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. Ushers will direct you to 
the correct station. We use two cups; one with wine and the other with juice. You may either 
dip the bread into the cup (intinction) or eat the bread first and drink from the cup. Gluten-
free wafers are available on the altar. Return to your seat using the exterior aisles. 
 
Communion:  
The body of  Christ, given for you. The blood of  Christ, shed for you. 
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*Invitation to Processional: WOV 646 We Three Kings of  Orient Are 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

6 

Greeting 
   
P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, he love of  God, and the communion 
of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you! 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of  me. 

 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people 
 for the forgiveness of  sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer—Padre Nuestro  
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.  

 Amen. 
 
C:Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, santificado sea tu nombre. 

Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. Perdona nuestras ofensas como 
también nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden. No nos dejes 
caer en tentación y líbranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es 
el poder y tuya es la gloria, ahora y siempre.  
Amén 
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*Sanctus:  Holy, Holy, Holy—Santo, Santo, Santo  
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*Kyrie 
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*Prayer of  the Day 
P: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of  a 

star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at 
last to the full vision of  your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C: Amen. 

FIRST READING                            Isaiah 60:1-6 
 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of  the LORD has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of  your dawn. 
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of  the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of  the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of  camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of  Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of  the LORD. 
 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word         C: Thanks be to God! 

WORD 
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*Offering Prayer 
A: Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows 

from the cross. As you gather us around these signs of  your love come 
among us, warm us to extend your care among the hungry and all in need. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C: Amen. 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you    P: El Señor sea con ustedes. 

C: And also with you.     C: Y también contigo. 

P: Lift up your hearts.     P: Levanten los corazones. 

C: We lift them to the Lord.    C: Al Señor los elevamos. 

P: Let us give thanks     P: Demos gracias  
to the Lord our God.     al Señor nuestro Dios. 
 
 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  C: Digno y justo es. 
 
P: It is indeed right… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 
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Offering Song: ELW 815 I Want to Walk as a Child of  the Light 
(verses 1 & 2)  
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PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 (Read Responsively) 
 1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 
 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of  peace till the moon shall be no more. 
10May the kings of  Tarshish and of  the isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of  Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 
 11May all kings bow down before him, 
  and all the nations do him service. 
 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives of  the needy. 
 14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation: Whom Shall I Fear  
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*HOLY GOSPEL        Matthew 2:1-12 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew                 C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

1In the time of  King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of  Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of  the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.”  
3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4and calling together all the chief  priests and scribes of  the people, he 
inquired of  them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of  Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of  Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of  Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of  them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of  gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned 
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 

P: The Gospel of  the Lord    C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon: Star Dreams!               Pastor Karen Brau 
 

Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged! Please use 
#FollowingJesus and #Discipleship and don’t forget to tag @LutherPlace and 

@KarenBrau. 
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*Hymn of  the Day: ELW (Red Book): 300 The First Noel  
 

*Prayers of  the People 
A: Gracious God, hear our song 
C:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Exchange of  Peace 
P: The peace of  Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
Announcements 
All events & announcements may be found in the back of  the bulletin. 
 

 
Offering 
Please feel free to put cash or check in the offering plate. You can 
also donate through a text donation by texting the dollar amount to 
+12028166673.  To the right is the QR code or the giving portal. 
 
 


