
 

 

  

HOSPITALITY + WORSHIP + SPIRITUAL GROWTH + JUSTICE + COMMUNITY CARE  

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
January 19, 2020 

  

10:30 AM Service of  Communion 
Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Susanne Blume, Presiding Minister 
Rev. Nichele Carter-Peterson, Guest Preacher 

Luther Place Memorial Church 
1226 Vermont Ave, NW Washington, DC 20005    (202) 667-1377    www.lutherplace.org 

http://www.lutherplace.org


 

 

2 

Our Purpose 
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive 
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love 
and grace and challenges injustice. 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. All of God’s creation is sacred. 
2. We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection. 
3. We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable. 
4. We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and 

God. 
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action. 
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles. 

 
Our Vision 

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kingdom in its beautiful 
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one 
another.  In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved  
community. 
 
Worship attracts and gathers a range of  people with various services and styles, engaging 
the community in a depth of  traditional practices and creative endeavors. 
 
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of  Jesus Christ, embracing scripture 
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and 
question our faith. 
 
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of  openness to what 
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community, 
country, and world. 
 
Hospitality is how we—each of  us—extend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city, 
growing our community and engaging all of  God's children, from the powerless to the 
powerful. 
 
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of   
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of  life, in celebration and sorrow.          
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place! 
 

Are you a guest?  If so, here are some things you might like to know… 
 
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The cards can be 

placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your  presence and hope you will join us 
again. For questions about the congregation please email Pastor Karen Brau at seniorpas-
tor@lutherplace.org 

 

We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us on social media. 
You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on  

 Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the 
conversation.  
 

Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage has two floors available. 
Please ask an usher for a parking voucher. Your reimbursement of the cost of $6 per use will be greatly 
appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in the circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by 
those with mobility issues and their drivers. We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike park-
ing is available inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place. 

 

A children’s nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located within the chapel by 
the entrance on N Street. There is a baby changing area in the nursery. 

 
Children’s Space is available at the back of the Sanctuary. There are books, & a table for coloring. We invite 

you to be with your child and to explore the space. We often have children’s sermon  were we invite all 
children forward to participate.  

 

Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website: 
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.  

 

In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.  
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation. 

 

Here at Luther Place, we love to sing! We like to explore a diversity of music, though much of it comes 
from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal (ELW). This hymnal holds service mu-
sic in the first half and hymns in the second half. The service music can be found with the 
small page numbers at the bottom of each page. The hymns can be found using the large 
numbers at the top of each page. We also use hymns from This Far by Faith Hymnal 
(TFF), the  Lutheran African American hymnal. 
 
References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As 
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect your  
understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited to sing 

hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue. 
 
* In these places in worship, we invite you to take a reverent position. That may be standing or sit-

ting. We hope you will chose a posture that allows you to worship as an individual and as part of 
the community.   

http://www.lutherplace.org/sermons
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Prelude  
 

Welcome 
We welcome you to worship today!  We will be together for at least 75 minutes. If  you are a 
guest, please fill out a welcome card at the ends of  the pews, and put in offering plate or give to 
an usher. We are a church that uses social media. Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter. Feel free to post during worship using #LutherPlace and @LutherPlace. 
 

*Confession:  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the eternal voice from heaven, 
the anointed and beloved one, 
the Spirit moving over the waters. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us come before the living God in confession.                             Silence… 
 

P: Merciful God, 
C: you have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to 

find our way. We have not been just in our dealings with others. We 
have chosen revenge over mercy. We have promoted ourselves instead 
of  walking humbly with you. With what shall we come before you? 
Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation in the face of  Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved of  God, you have not received the spirit of  the world, but the Spirit 
that is from God, poured out for you in the faithfulness of  Jesus Christ. 
Receive the promise of  baptism: You are God’s child; ☩ your sins are 
forgiven. Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of  heaven. 

C: Amen.  
 

*Gathering Song: ELW 633 We’ve Come This Far by Faith 
 

P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  
the Holy Spirit be with you all.                             

C: And also with you.  
 

GATHERING 
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*Kyrie:  
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*Prayer of  the Day 
P: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, 

that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow 
you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 

FIRST READING                                     Isaiah 49:1-7 
   1Listen to me, O coastlands, 
  pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
 The LORD called me before I was born, 
  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
 2He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
  in the shadow of  his hand he hid me; 
 he made me a polished arrow, 
  in his quiver he hid me away. 
 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, 
  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
 yet surely my cause is with the LORD, 
  and my reward with my God.” 
 5And now the LORD says, 
  who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
 to bring Jacob back to him, 
  and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
 for I am honored in the sight of  the LORD, 
  and my God has become my strength— 
 6he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
  to raise up the tribes of  Jacob 
  and to restore the survivors of  Israel; 
 I will give you as a light to the nations, 
  that my salvation may reach to the end of  the earth.” 

WORD 
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    7Thus says the LORD, 
  the Redeemer of  Israel and his Holy One, 
 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
  the slave of  rulers, 
 “Kings shall see and stand up, 
  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
 because of  the LORD, who is faithful, 
  the Holy One of  Israel, who has chosen you.”  
 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word                     C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm                                                                                   Psalm 40:1-11 
  1I waited patiently upon the LORD, who stooped to me and heard my cry. 
 2The LORD lifted me out of  the desolate pit, out of  the miry clay, 
  and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure. 
 3The LORD put a new song in my mouth, a song of  praise to our God; 
  many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LORD. 
 4Happy are they who trust in the LORD! 
  They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies.  
 5Great are the wonders you have done, O LORD my God! In your plans for  
      us, none can be compared with you! Oh, that I could make them known    
      and tell them! But they are more than I can count. 
 6Sacrifice and offering you do not desire; 
  you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you  
       have not required. 
 7And so I said, “Here I am; I come. 
  In the scroll of  the book it is written of  me: 
 8‘I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep within me.’ ” 
 9I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly; 
  I have not restrained my lips, O LORD, you know. 
 10I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of   
      your faithfulness and your deliverance; I have not concealed your    
      steadfast love and truth from the great assembly. 
 11You are the LORD; do not withhold your compassion from me; 
  may your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe.  
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*Gospel Acclamation:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*HOLY GOSPEL                              John 1:29-42 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to John                       C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

          29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is 
the Lamb of  God who takes away the sin of  the world!30This is he of  whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of  me because he was before 
me.’ 31I myself  did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this 
reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself  
did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself  have seen and have testified that this is the 
Son of  God.” 35The next day John again was standing with two of  his 
disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the 
Lamb of  God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are 
you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and 
saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about 
four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of  the two who heard John speak and 
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother 
Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon son of  John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).  
 

P: The Gospel of  the Lord                       C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon: Strange Fruit                                             Rev. Nichele Carter-Peterson 
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*Hymn of  the Day: ELW 341 Now Behold the Lamb 
 

*Nicene Creed augmented with sentences from Martin Luther King, Jr. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth, 
of  all that is, seen and unseen. We believe also in a dream that one day every 
valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough 
places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the 
glory of  the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten 
of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through whom all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of  the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Polite; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe also in a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the 
true meaning of  its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident that all 
people are created equal.” We believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of  life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in a 
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the 
world to come. We believe also that with this faith we will be able to hew out of  
the mountain of  despair a stone of  hope. With this faith we will be able to 
transform the jangling discords of  our nation into a beautiful symphony of  
brother– and sisterhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to 
pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for 
freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. When we let freedom 
ring, when we let is ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state 
and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of  God’s children, 
black and white, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to 
join hands and sing in the words of  the old Negro spiritual: “Free at last! Free at 
last! Thank God Almighty, we are free     at last!”.  
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*Prayers of  the People                    the response to each bidding is “Hear our prayer” 
A: Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, 
the world, and all who long to hear God’s voice.                                      Silence... 
 

A: Faithful God, thank you for the testimony of  disciples throughout the 
generations and for opportunities to proclaim your mercy. Reveal your truth and 
glory to all who ponder your word of  life. Lord, in your mercy,  
     

A: Creating God, we marvel at the abundance of  the world you have made. Give 
us confidence in our calling to be stewards of  the earth so that our lives are in 
fellowship with all creation. Lord, in your mercy,  
 

A: Almighty God, we are thankful for all who have marched for justice and 
advocated for peace. Entrust our elected leaders (especially) with strength, 
wisdom, and a discerning spirit, so that both our words and our actions serve 
you. Lord, in your mercy,  
 

A: God of  hope, thank you for your constant presence as you walk with your 
children through challenges of  joblessness, homelessness, grief, and sickness. 
Gather your community around all who need your healing power, that they find 
strength in you (especially). Lord, in your mercy,  
 

A: God of  persistence, we glory in the gifts of  our church leaders. Bless and 
strengthen our council members, staff, pastors, worship leaders, and all those 
who offer their gifts to this community, that our work together would serve your 
mission. Lord, in your mercy,  
 

A: Living God, we give thanks for the whole communion of  saints, each called 
in their own time to serve you. Inspire our lives with their testimony. Lord, in 
your mercy,  
 

P: We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; through your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
*Exchange of  Peace 
P: The peace of  Christ be with you always.         C: And also with you. 
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Announcements 
All events & announcements may be found in the back of  the bulletin. 
 

Offering 
Please feel free to put cash or check in the offering plate. You can also 
donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673.  To the right 
is the QR code for the giving portal. We are inviting you to give 
financially, out of  your heart and love for God. Our giving is a 
spiritual practice as part of  our faith and discipleship.  
 

 

Mission of  the Moment: Peace Not Walls Trip to Israel-Palestine 
 

*Offering Song: ELW 815 I Want to Walk as a Child of  the Light  
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*Offering Prayer 
A: God of  wonder, 
you formed us in our mother’s womb, 
and from mother earth you bring forth this bread and wine. 
We place them on your table, 
together with our lives and all that you have made. 
Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. 
We wait for your mercy; 
we long for your peace; 
we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, 
our banquet of  life. 
C: Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving [may be spoken] 

 

MEAL 
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*Sanctus: ...and join their unending hymn: 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus gathered with his 
faltering friends for a meal that tasted of  freedom.  
 

 He took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to them, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of  sin. Do this for the remembrance of  me.  
 

 We remember that night Jesus spent with his friends, and we feel his 
presence with us now. We ask God, through the Holy Spirit to bless these gifts 
we offer and share, making them Christ for us, and making us into Christ’s 
holy body. Together with all the church, we give you thanks: Creator, 
Redeemer, Spirit of  love. Bind us together. Open our hearts. Grant us peace.  
C: Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Distribution 
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. Ushers will direct you to 
the correct station. We use two cups; one with wine and the other with juice. You may either 
dip the bread into the cup (intinction) or eat the bread first and drink from the cup. Gluten-
free wafers are available on the altar. Return to your seat using the exterior aisles. 
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*Agnus Dei:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion:  
The body of  Christ, given for you.            The blood of  Christ, shed for you. 
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Communion Song:  
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*Table Blessing  
P: May Christ, the wisdom and power of  God, 
and the source of  our life together, 
keep you united in mind and purpose. 
And the blessing of  almighty God, 
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you always. 
C: Amen.  
 

Prayer after Communion  
A: Faithful God, 
you have kept your promise to us in this meal, 
nourishing us with the gift of  salvation. 
Now send your servants forth in peace, 
that we may testify to your goodness 
and share the hope that is ours 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.  

*Sending Song: ELW We Shall Overcome 
 

Dismissal 
A: Go in peace. Let your light shine fiercely. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
  

Postlude: Improvisation on We Shall Overcome                               arr. Carl Haywood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 
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We pray for those in need of  healing: Bea Jackson, Cheryl Barnes, Charles 
Daniels; John Groth and Chelsey Christensen on the death of  John’s mother, 
Cathi Jones and Susan Hancks on the death of  Cathi’s mother; and Erik and 
Annette Braunack-Mayer. We pray for all elders, all feeling alone, all coping 
with mental illness and for all children separated from their parents. 
 

Pastor Karen Brau is taking a two-week vacation beginning 1/6, returning 
to the church 1/21. If  you have a pastoral emergency, please be in touch with 
Sarah Johnson at operations@lutherplace.org. Sarah will connect you with the 
Rev. Susanne Blume who is covering for any pastoral concerns.  

 

MLK Jr. Day of  Service TOMORROW from 9am-1pm  
Luther Place will be hosting a church work day. Projects of  focus will include 
further work on the basement storage area- loading metal into a large 
dumpster to be recycled, cleaning and organizing, etc., as well as supporting 
the Steinbruck Center ministry by cleaning and painting the 3rd floor hostel 
space as we prepare to utilize all 82 beds in our building for visiting groups in 
March. Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP and direct any questions to Sarah 
Johnson at operations@lutherplace.org.  
 

Synod-wide RIC Celebration, Friday, January 24, 6:00 pm  
Join LGBTQIA members from congregations across the DC synod for an 
evening of  food, drinks, and fellowship in celebration of  the ELCA’s 
Reconciling in Christ program. More information will be available soon. 
Email collinbradley45@gmail.com if  you have any questions.  
 

Adult Contemplative Faith Formation 
Wednesdays, Jan 29 - Feb 19, 7pm - 8:45pm 
In community, we will spend our time studying the basics of  faith using a 
variety of  resources. We will also engage contemplative prayer practices 
together. The class will be facilitated by Pastor Karen Brau. Please send 
questions and/or RSVP to seniorpastor@lutherplace.org  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Congregational Vision Retreat, Sat. Feb. 8, 2020 SAVE THE DATE!   
All congregation members are invited to join with leaders for a retreat to reflect 
and examine on our congregation’s purpose and values. What lessons have we 
learned from the last decade of  living out our purpose and vision?  Where might 
God calling be us next? Questions? Ask any council member.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to improve the flow of  the liturgy, all spoken Sunday 

announcements by members of  the congregation will need to be sent no 
later than the preceding Thursday to music@lutherplace.org for approval 

by Justin Fitch.  
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 Worship Volunteers 

Greeter/Ushers: Susan Boyle, Ben Brown, Thomas Chacko 
Assisting Minister: Jackson Droney 
Reader: Christine Frye 
Communion Assistants: Collin Bradley, Caroline Eayrs, Dick Rortvedt,  
Bradley Eayrs 
Friend of  the Feast: Chris Nichols 
 
 
 

Next Week’s Volunteers 

Ben Brown, Bryant Vande Kolk, Collin Bradley, Kathryn Western,  
Chris Nichols, Dianne Russell, Jacob Nordman, Makenzie Gold Quirós  

 

 

Luther Place Staff 

Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor 
[seniorpastor@lutherplace.org] 
Sarah Johnson, Steinbruck Center Director  
[steinbruckcenter@lutherplace.org] 
Justin Fitch, Music Director 
[music@lutherplace.org] 
Kathleen McGuire, Office Assistant 
[office@lutherplace.org] 
Sara Babcock, Steinbruck Center Fellow 
[scfellow@lutherplace.org] 


