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Our Purpose 
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive 
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love 
and grace and challenges injustice. 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. All of God’s creation is sacred. 
2. We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection. 
3. We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable. 
4. We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and 

God. 
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action. 
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles. 

 
Our Vision 

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kingdom in its beautiful 
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one 
another.  In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved  
community. 
 
Worship attracts and gathers a range of  people with various services and styles, engaging 
the community in a depth of  traditional practices and creative endeavors. 
 
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of  Jesus Christ, embracing scripture 
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and 
question our faith. 
 
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of  openness to what 
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community, 
country, and world. 
 
Hospitality is how we—each of  us—extend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city, 
growing our community and engaging all of  God's children, from the powerless to the 
powerful. 
 
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of   
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of  life, in celebration and sorrow.          



 

 

3 

Welcome to worship at Luther Place! 
 

Are you a guest?  If so, here are some things you might like to know… 
 
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The cards can be 

placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your  presence and hope you will join us 
again. For questions about the congregation please email Pastor Karen Brau at seniorpas-
tor@lutherplace.org 

 

We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us on social media. 
You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on  

 Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the 
conversation.  
 

Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage has two floors available. 
Please ask an usher for a parking voucher. Your reimbursement of the cost of $6 per use will be greatly 
appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in the circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by 
those with mobility issues and their drivers. We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike park-
ing is available inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place. 

 

A children’s nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located within the chapel by 
the entrance on N Street. There is a baby changing area in the nursery. 

 
Children’s Space is available at the back of the Sanctuary. There are books, & a table for coloring. We invite 

you to be with your child and to explore the space. We often have children’s sermon  were we invite all 
children forward to participate.  

 

Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website: 
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.  

 

In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.  
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation. 

 

Here at Luther Place, we love to sing! We like to explore a diversity of music, though much of it comes 
from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal (ELW). This hymnal holds service mu-
sic in the first half and hymns in the second half. The service music can be found with the 
small page numbers at the bottom of each page. The hymns can be found using the large 
numbers at the top of each page. We also use hymns from This Far by Faith Hymnal 
(TFF), the  Lutheran African American hymnal. 
 
References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As 
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect your  
understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited to sing 

hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue. 
 
* In these places in worship, we invite you to take a reverent position. That may be standing or sit-

ting. We hope you will chose a posture that allows you to worship as an individual and as part of 
the community.   

http://www.lutherplace.org/sermons
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Prelude Go, Tell It on the Mountain                                               arr. Gary Lanier 

Andreas Wiede, flute 
 

Welcome 
We welcome you to worship today!  We will be together for at least 75 minutes. If  you are a 
guest, please fill out a welcome card at the ends of  the pews, and put in offering plate or give to 
an usher. We are a church that uses social media. Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter. Feel free to post during worship using #LutherPlace and @LutherPlace. 
 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close 
today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is 
revealed as God’s beloved Child. 
 

*Confession:  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the eternal voice from heaven, 
the anointed and beloved one, 
the Spirit moving over the waters. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us come before the living God in confession.                             Silence… 
 

P: Merciful God, 
C: you have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to 

find our way. We have not been just in our dealings with others. 
We have chosen revenge over mercy. We have promoted ourselves 
instead of  walking humbly with you. 
With what shall we come before you? 
Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation 
in the face of  Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved of  God, you have not received the spirit of  the world, but the Spirit 
that is from God, poured out for you in the faithfulness of  Jesus Christ. 
Receive the promise of  baptism: You are God’s child; ☩ your sins are 
forgiven. Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of  heaven. 

C: Amen.  

GATHERING 
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*Gathering Song: The Saw It on the Mountain            text by Kathryn Perry 
Jacob Nordman & Collin Bradley, trumpet 

 
Refrain 
 They saw it on the mountain, 
 Light from above and ev'rywhere; 
 they saw it on the mountain 
 Jesus shining bright. 
 
1 While apostles watched in wonder 
 they saw an awesome sight, 
 Moses and Elijah  

    with Jesus shining bright.  Refrain  
 
2 The holy cloud descended 
 on Peter, James, and John; 
 They crouched in fear and terror 
 until the cloud moved on.  Refrain 
 
3 A voice cried out around them 
 “My Son’s commands, obey; 
 The three went down the mountain 
 To witness and to pray.  Refrain 
 
4 Jesus resumed his mission 
 To Jerusalem and then; 
 He gave his life for everyone 
 To save us all from sin.  Refrain 
 
 

P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion 
of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.                             

C: And also with you.  
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*Kyrie:  

*Prayer of  the Day 
P: O God, in the transfiguration of  your Child you confirmed the mysteries of  
the faith by the witness of  Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright 
cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Child, you foreshadowed our adoption as 
your children. Make us heirs with Christ of  your glory, and bring us to enjoy its 
fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING                                         Exodus 24:12-18 
12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; 
and I will give you the tablets of  stone, with the law and the commandment, 
which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant 
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of  God. 14To the elders he had 
said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with 
you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
   

WORD 
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15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. 16The glory of  the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of  the 
cloud. 17Now the appearance of  the glory of  the Lord was like a devouring fire 
on the top of  the mountain in the sight of  the people of  Israel. 18Moses 
entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain 
for forty days and forty nights.  
 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word                     C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm                                                                                            Psalm 2 
  1Why are the nations in an uproar? 
  Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
 2Why do the kings of  the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot  
        together, against the LORD and against the LORD’s anointed? 
 3“Let us break their yoke,” they say; 
  “let us cast off  their bonds from us.” 
 4God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; 
  the LORD holds them in derision.  
 5Then in wrath God speaks to them, 
  and in rage fills them with terror. 
 6“As for me, I have anointed my king 
  upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 
 7Let me announce the decree of  the LORD, 
  who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 
 8Ask of  me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance 
  and the ends of  the earth for your possession.  
 9You shall crush them with an iron rod 
  and shatter them like a piece of  pottery.” 
 10And now, you kings, be wise; 
  be warned, you rulers of  the earth. 
 11Submit to the LORD with fear, 
  and with trembling bow in worship; 
 12lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of  wrath. 
  Happy are all who take refuge in God!  
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*Gospel Acclamation:                                             ~ burying of  the alleluia ~  
For the upcoming season of  Lent, we refrain  

from saying “alleluia,” so we put it away! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*HOLY GOSPEL                          Matthew 17:1-9 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew                C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

[1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 
high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if  you wish, I will make three dwellings 
here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a 
voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 
him!” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do 
not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus 
himself  alone. 
  9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of  Man has been raised from the dead.”  
 

P: The Gospel of  the Lord                       C: Praise to you, O Christ 



 

 

9 

Sermon: Mountain Top Mystery                                            Rev. Karen Brau 
Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged! Please use 

#Transfiguration, #RealChurch and #Discipleship 
and don’t forget to tag @LutherPlace and @KarenBrau. 

 
*Hymn of  the Day by John Bell to the tune SALLEY GARDENS 
 

1. Inspired by love and anger, disturbed by need and pain, 
Informed of  God’s own bias we ask God once again: 
“How long must some folk suffer? How long can few folk mind? 
How long dare vain self  interest turn prayer and pity blind?” 
 
2. From those forever victims of  heartless human greed, 
Their cruel plight composes a litany of  need: 
“Where are the fruits of  justice? Where are the signs of  peace? 
When is the day when prisoners and dreams find their release?” 
 
3. From those forever shackled to what their wealth can buy, 
The fear of  lost advantage provokes the bitter cry, 
“Don’t query our position! Don’t criticise our wealth! 
Don’t mention those exploited by politics and stealth!” 
 
4. To God, who through the prophets proclaimed a different age, 
We offer earth’s indifference, its agony and rage: 
“When will the wronged be righted? When will the kin-dom come? 
When will the world be generous to all instead of  some?” 
 
5. God asks, “Who will go for me? Who will extend my reach? 
And who, when few will listen, will prophesy and preach? 
And who, when few bid welcome, will offer all they know? 
And who, when few dare follow, will walk the road I show?”  
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*Prayers of  the People               the response to each bidding is “Your mercy is great” 
A: Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need.                                                                                         Silence... 
 

A: Holy God, your loving power is at work among us. Rouse and embolden your 
church, that we too might be transfigured, set alight in the world for the sake of  
the gospel. Hear us, O God.  
     

A: Awesome God, you speak and the earth trembles. You display your majesty 
in the mountains and your mystery in the clouds. Grant that we discover your 
magnificence in all of  your created world.  Hear us, O God.  
 

A: Ruler of  nations, your reign extends across all human borders. Guide world 
leaders (especially) in justice and righteousness, that they may work for equity 
for all people and protect the world that you have made. Hear us, O God.  
 

A: Gracious God, you are a refuge for all who are neglected and abused. Bring 
freedom to those who are oppressed and give comfort to those experiencing 
pain of  any kind (especially). Hear us, O God.  
 

A: God of  Moses and Elijah, you made your dwelling place at the top of  a 
mountain with Jesus and his disciples. Dwell also in this congregation, that all 
who enter this community might be transformed by your dazzling brilliance.  
Hear us, O God. 
 

A: Everlasting God, you offer eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the 
witness of  those who lived and died in the faith. Hear us, O God.  
 

P: Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask, we 
bring these prayers before you, believing in your saving grace revealed in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
*Exchange of  Peace 
P: The peace of  Christ be with you always.             C: And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
All events & announcements may be found in the back of  the bulletin. 
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Offering 
Please feel free to put cash or check in the offering plate. You can also 
donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673.  To the 
right is the QR code for the giving portal. We are inviting you to give 
financially, out of  your heart and love for God. Our giving is a 
spiritual practice as part of  our faith and discipleship.  
 

Mission of  the Moment: Rwanda Ministries   
 

*Offering Song:  
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*Offering Prayer 
A: God of  wonder, 
you formed us in our mother’s womb, 
and from mother earth you bring forth this bread and wine. 
We place them on your table, 
together with our lives and all that you have made. 
Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. 
We wait for your mercy; 
we long for your peace; 
we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, 
our banquet of  life. 
C: Amen. 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you  
C: And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
P: It is indeed right...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 
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*Sanctus: ...and join their unending hymn: 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus gathered with his 
faltering friends for a meal that tasted of  freedom.  
 

 He took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to them, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of  sin. Do this for the remembrance of  me.  
 

 We remember that night Jesus spent with his friends, and we feel his 
presence with us now. We ask God, through the Holy Spirit to bless these gifts 
we offer and share, making them Christ for us, and making us into Christ’s 
holy body. Together with all the church, we give you thanks: Creator, 
Redeemer, Spirit of  love. Bind us together. Open our hearts. Grant us peace.  
C: Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Distribution 
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. Ushers will direct you to 
the correct station. We use two cups; one with wine and the other with juice. You may either 
dip the bread into the cup (intinction) or eat the bread first and drink from the cup. Gluten-
free wafers are available on the altar. Return to your seat using the exterior aisles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

15 

*Agnus Dei:  

Communion:  
The body of  Christ, given for you.            The blood of  Christ, shed for you. 
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Communion Song: 
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*Table Blessing  
P: May Christ, the wisdom and power of  God, 
and the source of  our life together, 
keep you united in mind and purpose. 
And the blessing of  almighty God, 
the Creator, the ☩ Redeemer, and the Sustainer, 
be with you always. 
C: Amen.  
 

Prayer after Communion  
A: Faithful God, 
you have kept your promise to us in this meal, 
nourishing us with the gift of  salvation. 
Now send your children forth in peace, 
that we may testify to your goodness 
and share the hope that is ours 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.  

*Sending Song: ELW 671 Shine, Jesus, Shine  
 

Dismissal 
A: Go in peace. Let your light shine fiercely.                      C: Thanks be to God! 
  

Postlude: Wojtkiewiecz  Rise, Shine, You People!                       arr. David Cherwien 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 
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We pray for those in need of  healing: Bea Jackson, Cheryl Barnes, Charles 
Daniels, and Louise Coates’ daughter, Sherrie. We pray for all elders, all feeling 
alone, all coping with mental illness and all children separated from parents. 
 

Ashes-to-go, February 26: Interested in being a part of  our team? We will 
distribute ashes outside 14th St. 8:00-9:00am & 5:30-6:15pm. Please contact 
Pastor Karen at seniorpastor.@lutherplace.org for questions and to volunteer. 

 
 

All spoken Sunday 
announcements by 

members of  the 
congregation need to 
be sent no later than 

the preceding 
Thursday to 

music@lutherplace.org 
for approval by Justin 

Fitch.  
 

 
TODAY: Poor People's Campaign is gearing up for the big event on June 20, 
2020 here in Washington, DC and Luther Place is an official supporter.  
Interested in learning more? Join Luther Place members at a screening of  "We 
Cried Power" today at 3pm in Alexandria.  

 

February 25, 6:00 PM: Pastor Karen invites you to the parsonage on Shrove 
Tuesday for pancakes and fellowship.  
 

Wednesdays of  Lent (Mar 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr 1):  
We invite you to soup dinners at 6:00pm followed by worship at 7:00 led by 
Embrace, 20s/30s, ASF, and the Contemplative Faith Class. Questions: contact 
Justin at music@lutherplace.org 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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A team is forming for planning and supporting our Earth Day  
celebrations. Earth Sunday is April 26, and for the weeks through May 24, we 
will engage each theme. Our first planning meeting is Sunday, March 8, after 
worship. Please email Pastor Karen at seniorpastor@lutherplace.org if  you are 
willing to serve on this short term team. 
 

Worship volunteers training, March 1, after worship. One of  the ways we can 
engage the practice of  hospitality in worship is through serving as a worship  
volunteer. We will gather for at least 45 min on March 1 for all who are part of  
this important ministry. This time will be for prepping those who are new to this 
ministry as well as educating how all the parts of  worship work together to  
create a community experience that is meaningful. Please RSVP to Pastor Karen. 
 

Interested in joining the Organizing + Protest committee? Email Ben Brown 
at benjtbrown@gmail.com to learn more!  
 

Community Art Project and Butterflies for Easter! Artwork days: Saturday 
March 21, 1-3pm, and after worship on Sunday, March 29. Please RSVP to Pas-
tor Karen at seniorpastor@lutherplace.org.  
 

Ward 2 Candidate Forum: Official Forum will be March 22nd at 2pm at  
Metropolitan AME Church. Luther Place members and leaders will be leading 
folks over after church. If  you can join or are interested in helping prep an after 
church lunch, please email Ben Brown at benjtbrown@gmail.com. 
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Worship Volunteers 

Greeter/Ushers: Susan Boyle, Tom Chacko  
Assisting Minister: Kathryn Western  
Reader: Dick Rortvedt  
Communion Assistants: Mike Wendt, Jennifer Lentfer, Brad Eayrs,  
                                          Paul Ramshaw  
Friend of  the Feast: Julie Hamre 
Council Lead: Tara Hogan 
 

Next Week’s Volunteers  

Mike W, Abeba M, Jacob N, Dick R, Kelsey M, Caroline K-E, Susan B, Tom C, 
Mary Virginia, Emma N, Tara H 
 

Luther Place Staff 
 

 Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor 
 [seniorpastor@lutherplace.org] 
 

Sarah Johnson, Steinbruck Center Director  
[steinbruckcenter@lutherplace.org] 

Director of  Operations  
[operations@lutherplace.org] 

  

 Justin Fitch, Music Director 
 [music@lutherplace.org] 
 Head of  Communications 
 [enews@lutherplace.org] 

 
Kathleen McGuire, Office Assistant 

[office@lutherplace.org] 
 
 

  Sara Babcock, Steinbruck Center Fellow 
 [scfellow@lutherplace.org] 


