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Prelude: AUS TIEFER NOT    Out of  the Depths I Cry to You    Max Drischner 
Justin Fitch, organ 

 
 

Welcome 
We welcome you to worship today! We are a church that uses social media.  

Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Feel free to post during worship using 
#LutherPlace and @LutherPlace. 

 

*Confession:  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who 

calls into existence the things that do not exist.  
C: Amen. 
 

P: Gracious God,  
C: O Lord for whom the night is as day, we confess our fear of  the dark. 

From childhood anxieties of  monsters under the bed, to fears of  
criminals hiding in darkened streets, we imagine the worst when we 
cannot see. We admit that our fears run wild in our minds when we 
feel vulnerable. Forgive us when we consciously make wasteful and 
hurtful decisions based on irrational fears. Grant us the courage to 
walk in the dark, to practice calming our fears and trusting your 
presence even there. Teach us to walk in faith – the conviction of  
things not seen – and not in fear. In the name of  Jesus, who shines in 
the darkness and is not overcome, amen.  

P: Receive good news: God turns to you in love.  
“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.  
All your sin is forgiven in the name of  ☩ Jesus Christ,  
who is the free and abounding gift of  God’s grace for you.  
C: Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
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*Gathering Song: ELW 485 I Am the Bread of  Life 
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P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion 
of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.                             

C: And also with you.  
 

*Kyrie:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Prayer of  the Day 
P: Pour your grace into our hearts, O God, that we who have known the 
     incarnation of  your Son, Jesus Christ, announced by an angel, may by his 

cross and passion be brought to the glory of  his resurrection; for he lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C: Amen. 
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FIRST READING                                 Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of  the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of  
the Lord and set me down in the middle of  a valley; it was full of  bones. 2He 
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 
very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, 
“O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of  the Lord. 5Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I 
will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the Lord.” 
  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of  Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off  
completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I 
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you back to the land of  Israel. 13And you shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and will act, says the Lord.”  
 
 
 

WORD 
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Psalm 130 
 1Out of  the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
 2O LORD, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of  my supplication. 
 3If  you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand? 
 4Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared. 
 5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the        
       morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
 8For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation:                                                                  
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*HOLY GOSPEL                               John 11:1-45 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to John                       C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of  Bethany, the village of  Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, 
Jesus said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so 
that the Son of  God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was 
ill, Jesus stayed two days longer in the place where Jesus was. 
  7Then after this Jesus said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the people were just now trying to stone you, and 
are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of  
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the 
light of  this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is 
not in them.” 11After saying this, Jesus told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, 
if  he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking 
about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
  17When Jesus arrived, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many 
of  the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if  you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of  God.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 
last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of  God, the one coming into 
the world.” 
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  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told 
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard 
it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who 
were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw Jesus, she knelt at Jesus’ feet 
and said, “Lord, if  you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  
33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you 
laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So 
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of  them said, “Could not he 
who opened the eyes of  the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister 
of  the dead man, said to Jesus, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has 
been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if  you believed, 
you would see the glory of  God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that 
you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of  the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound with strips of  cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
  45Many of  the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in Jesus.  
 

P: The Gospel of  the Lord                         C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

Sermon: Journeying with God at Night: Disappointments and Frustrations 
Rev. Karen Brau 

Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged! Please use 
#JourneyingwithGodatNight, #RealChurch, and #FollowingJesus, 

and don’t forget to tag @LutherPlace and @KarenBrau. 
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*Hymn of  the Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Prayers of  the People                 the response to each bidding is “Your mercy is great” 
J: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need.                                               Silence... 
 

J: God of  life, bind your people into one body. Enliven the church with your 
Spirit and bless the work of  those who work for its renewal. Accomplish your 
work of  salvation in and through us, for the sake of  the world. Hear us, O God.  
     

J: God of  life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation 
suffers. Restore polluted lands and waterways. Heal areas of  the world ravaged 
by storms, floods, wildfires, droughts, or other natural disasters (especially). 
Bring all things to new life. Hear us, O God.  
 

J: God of  life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager 
expectation: those longing for wars to cease, those waiting for immigration 
paperwork to finalize, those seeking election, and those in dire need of  
humanitarian relief. Come quickly with your hope. Hear us, O God.  
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J: God of  life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all held captive by 
anxiety, despair, or pain (especially). Fill us with compassion and empathy for 
those who struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God.  
 

J: God of  life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to 
collaborate with our community in caring for the needs of  our neighbors. 
Strengthen our ties with other local congregations, agencies, and services. 
Hear us, O God.  
 

J: God of  life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died 
and trust that, in you, they will live again (especially). Breathe new life into our 
dry bones, that we, too, might live with you forever. Hear us, O God.  
 

P: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as 
we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

*Exchange of  Peace 
P: The peace of  Christ be with you always.          C: And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news 
 

Offering 
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673 or 
going to www.fellowshiponegiving.com/App/Giving/lutherplace. To 
the right is the QR code for the giving portal. We are inviting you to 
give financially, out of  your heart and love for God. Our giving is a 
spiritual practice as part of  our faith and discipleship.  
 

 

Mission of  the Moment: Pastor’s Discretionary Fund  
 

*Offering Prayer 
P: Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends. 
Prepare us to witness to your goodness 
with every gift you have given us to share, 
that all people may know your peace 
through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you  
C: And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
P: It is indeed right...  
 

*Sanctus:  
...and join their unending praise:  
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of  hosts.  
Heaven and earth are full of  your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one comes in the name of  the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
P: God of  our weary years, God of  our silent tears, you have brought us this 
far along the way. In times of  bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us 
into the path of  love and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. The cry of  the poor has become your own 
cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. In the fullness of  
time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to 
prejudice and sin.  
    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.  
    Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all 
people for the forgiveness of  sin. Do this for the remembrance of  me.  
C: Amen 
 

MEAL 
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Lord’s Prayer 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
    Amen. 
 
 

*Agnus Dei:  
Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, grant us peace.  
 
Communion:  
The body of  Christ, given for you.            The blood of  Christ, shed for you. 
 
*Table Blessing  
P: May Christ, the wisdom and power of  God, 
and the source of  our life together, 
keep you united in mind and purpose. 
And the blessing of  almighty God, 
the Creator, the ☩ Redeemer, and the Sustainer, 
be with you always. 
C: Amen.  
 

Prayer after Communion  
P: Faithful God, 
you have kept your promise to us in this meal, 
nourishing us with the gift of  salvation. 
Now send your children forth in peace, 
that we may testify to your goodness 
and share the hope that is ours 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.  
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*Sending Song: Grant Me a Blessing 
Refrain: 
Lord, my soul is thirsting for a blessing today, 
Let thy presence come from above; 
O that thou wouldst rend the heavens; and then come down; 
Let thy Spirit fall all around. 
 
Lord, my soul is thirsting and I want a refreshing; 
Lord, my soul is thirsting and I need a fresh touch. 
Lord, my soul is thirsting and I want a refreshing; 
Grant me a blessing today. 
 

Grant me a blessing [x3] 
A blessing today.  
         -to refrain- 
 

 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Live the good news.                                C: Thanks be to God! 
  

Postlude: Wade in the Water                                              arr. Barbara Harbach 
Justin Fitch, organ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


