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+ Entering into Our Time Together 

+ Singing – Within Our Darkest Night (Taizé) 

 



+ Listening - A reading from Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor 

St John of the Cross’ answer is not simple, but in the simplest possible terms, he says that 
the dark night is God’s best gift to you, intended for your liberation. 3 It is about freeing you 
from your ideas about God, your fears about God… your dedication to believing all the right 
things about God… your tactics for manipulating God, and your sure cures for doubting 
God…. God puts out our lights to keep us safe, John says, because we are never more in 
danger of stumbling than when we think we know where we are going. (page 145-6) 

+ Taking Silence and Listening for God  

+ Praying and Confessing Together  

O Christ of the Cross, like you we live with the consequences of choices that we cannot 
unchoose and wounds from situations we did not choose. Forgive us when we drink the self- 
pity of regret or idly sit in the wasted dreams of what might have been. Open us to receive 
the sacrament of defeat. Empower us to walk through our pain. Liberate our future by 
freeing us to be wounded healers. We confess how frightening this sounds, for it is to admit 
we have no idea where we are going, that we cannot see the road ahead of us, that in some 
ways we do not even know who we are. Help us to believe that you know who we are and 
that you will lead us by the right road, though we may be unaware. Though we walk in the 
valley of the shadow of death, may we trust that you lead us to green pastures. In the name 
of the Good Shepherd, we pray, AMEN. 
 

+ Singing – Our Eyes Are Turned (Taizé) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ Listening - A reading: Psalm 143:1-8 

 1Hear my prayer, O LORD; 

 give ear to my supplications in your faithfulness; 

 answer me in your righteousness. 

 2Do not enter into judgment with your servant, 

 for no one living is righteous before you. 

 3For the enemy has pursued me, 

 crushing my life to the ground, 

 making me sit in darkness like those long dead. 

 4Therefore my spirit faints within me; 

 my heart within me is appalled. 

 5I remember the days of old, 

 I think about all your deeds, 

 I meditate on the works of your hands. 

 6I stretch out my hands to you; 

 my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 

Selah 

 7Answer me quickly, O LORD; 

 my spirit fails. 

 Do not hide your face from me, 

 or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit. 

 8Let me hear of your steadfast love in the morning, 

 for in you I put my trust. 

 Teach me the way I should go, 

 for to you I lift up my soul. 

 

+ Taking Silence and Listening for God 

 

+ Praying Together as We Live with Lent 

 

 

 

 



+ Singing - Bless the Lord My Soul (Taizé) 

 

+ Praying and Blessing 

May the peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep our hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus Our Lord.  And may God’s peace bless and sustain us as we are living with 
Lent and journeying with God at night.  Amen.   
 

+ Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 


