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Prelude: Total Praise                                                             arr. Greg Watkins  
Gay Men’s Chorus of  Washington, D.C. 

Music and lyrics by Richard Smallwood. Arrangement by Greg Watkins. Streamed with Permission. 
 

We welcome you to worship today! We are a church that uses social media. 
You are invited to interact on this live video through the comment section. 

We will offer communion today and ask that you prepare bread and wine/juice. 
 

Noticing  
 

Portions of today’s liturgy are from the Disrupt Worship Project and Reconciling in Christ, 
Lutherans for Full Participation 
 

*Confession:  
 

P: In the name of  the Holy Parent, And of  the ☩ Child, And of  the Holy Spirit, 
whom we invite into this space  
C: Amen. 

 Silence... 
P: As a church, we believe all are welcome. Let us name the ways we have fallen 

short in justice-making for our LGBTQIA+ siblings, Black, Indigenous, 
People of  Color, women-identified people, immigrants, elderly, and those who 
do not have access to basic human needs. And accept the challenges that 
stand before us.  

 To those who have been excluded by the church because of  who they are and 
who they love  

C: We ask forgiveness and welcome you  
P: To those who have systems created against them due to the color of  their skin 
C: We ask forgiveness and welcome you  
P: To those who do not have equal access to thrive due to government systems 
C: We ask forgiveness and welcome you  
P: To those who do not see their identities represented in this church  
C: We ask forgiveness and welcome you  
P: To those who we, the church, have called "those people"  
C: We ask forgiveness and welcome you  
 
 

GATHERING 
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P: How vast is God’s grace!  
 Through the power and promise of  ☩ Christ Jesus, 
 our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
 Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of  God’s forgiveness, 
 we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice 
 and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
C: Amen.  
 

Hymn of  Praise: ELW 819 Come, All You People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737729 . All rights reserved.  
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Greeting  

P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C: And also with you.  
 

Prayer of  the Day 
God of  Boundless love, you require each of  us to love justice. May we follow 
Christ's example to see, name, and care for all whom we encounter. May your love 
and grace fill our words and actions, turning us away from the sins of  
homophobia, transphobia, and racism, to live for you and serve our neighbor. 
Soften our hearts and expand our awareness today to share in the spirit of  the  
Kin-dom of  God, making the church a place where community is built to 
experience your grace. In your name, we pray,  C: Amen. 

FIRST READING                                         Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 

22Thus says the Lord God: I myself  will take a sprig from the lofty top of  a cedar; 
I will set it out. I will break off  a tender one from the topmost of  its young twigs; 
I myself  will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of  
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and 
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of  bird will live; in the shade of  its 
branches will nest winged creatures of  every kind. 24All the trees of  the field shall 
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I 
dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; 
I will accomplish it. 
   

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word                                   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
     1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 
  to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
 2to herald your love in the morning 
  and your faithfulness at night; 
 3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
  and to the melody of  the harp. 

WORD 
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 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
  and I shout for joy because of  the works of  your hands.  
 12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of  Lebanon. 
 13Those who are planted in the house of  the LORD 
  shall flourish in the courts of  our God; 
 14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 
  they shall be green and succulent; 
 15that they may show how upright the LORD is, 
  my rock, in whom there is no injustice.   
 
 

Gospel Acclamation: ELW 535 
Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness [x4] 

Text and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737729 . All rights reserved.  
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                         Mark 4:26-34 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark                         C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

26[Jesus] said, “The kin-dom of  God is as if  someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, 27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, she does not know how. 28The earth produces of  itself, first the stalk, then 
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once she 
goes in with her sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
  30Jesus also said, “With what can we compare the kin-dom of  God, or what 
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the 
ground, is the smallest of  all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up 
and becomes the greatest of  all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of  the air can make nests in its shade.” 
  33With many such parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as they were able to 
hear it; 34They did not speak to them except in parables, but explained everything 
in private to the disciples.  
 

P: The Gospel of  the Lord                                        C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Noticing  
 

Sermon                                                       The Rev. Nichele Carter-Peterson 
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Hymn of  the Day: ELW 641 All Are Welcome 
Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 
All rights reserved. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737729 .  
 

A Feminist Apostles’ Creed by Sarah Moon 

 

I believe in God, our Mother Bear, source of  all being.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s wisdom made flesh,  

along with Sophia, the church, and all that live in wisdom.  
Born of  the bad-ass womanist liberation theologian, Mary,  

suffered under the systems of  oppression of  this world,  
was crucified, died, and was buried,  

forever joining in solidarity with those murdered by Empire.  
On the third day, the women declared him risen; 

signifying God’s “No” to oppression.  
He points to God our Mother Bear, 

who works in this world, calling for justice for the poor and oppressed. 
I believe in Sophia Spirit, Christ’s body, the church,  

the communion of  saints, the grace to reject this world’s systems, hope for 
justice in the future, and renewed life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Pride Litany from First Congregational Church of  San Rafael 

Written by Michael Meehan and Rev. Tracy Barnowe  

For those who are able to openly embrace their sexual orientation and be with 
those they love with the full support of  their friends, families, and faith 
communities, we rejoice with you.  
 

For those who are now able to be married or have their marriage recognized, we 
celebrate with you and wish you a long and happy life together!  
 

For those who are struggling with their sexuality, we remind you that you were 
made in Gods’ image, perfectly created, an heir to Abraham’s blessing. We walk 
with you in your struggle. Forgive us when we say foolish things, we don’t mean to 
make this harder than it is.  
 

For the openly [LGBTQIA+]  member of  the world who has been rejected by his 
or her family, we welcome you and acknowledge your pain. Know that you are not 
alone. 
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For the [LGBTQIA+] people who have chosen to end their lives rather than face 
the bullying or rejection that they felt, we honor your memory and mourn with 
your family and friends the isolation and hopelessness that you felt. 
 

For the church leaders and congregations who reject and shame members of  the 
LGBTQ+ Community, we pray that your hearts will be opened and that the fear 
and anger you carry will be replaced by the grace and love of  God. 
 

For those who have been bullied, ostracized, abused, or harmed emotionally, 
physically, sexually, or spiritually, we acknowledge your experience and stand with 
you as you seek sanctuary, help and healing. We pray that we may be that for you 
as Jesus was for so many. 
 

For the church leaders and congregations who are doing their best to change old 
attitudes and embrace all people not only in their sanctuaries, but also in their 
hearts, we acknowledge the pain that comes with growth and encourage you. 
 

For the parent struggling with the knowledge that your son or daughter is gay, we 
pray that God will open your hearts to accept your children exactly the way they 
are, just as God has accepted you. 
 

For the children of  same-gender loving parents, we pray that you feel the love and 
devotion your parents have for you and understand that loving families come in 
many shapes and sizes. 
 

Finally, we pray that we may truly be the body of  Christ, embodying the radical 
welcome that Jesus showed to all people. We pray for the ability to see the work 
that still needs to be done to change hearts and minds in ourselves, in our nation 
and the world, the courage and stamina to continue working toward peace and 
justice for all people, and the faith to trust that God can heal what we cannot. 
 

Exchange of  Peace 
 

Announcements   
Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news or click here to 

view our full list of  announcements. 
 

Offering 
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673 or clicking this link. We are 
inviting you to give financially, out of  your heart and love for God. Our giving is a spiritual 
practice as part of  our faith and discipleship.  

https://mailchi.mp/lutherplace.org/join-us-for-pentecost-sunday-4773501?e=a6cd7a2cd3
http://www.fellowshiponegiving.com/App/Giving/lutherplace
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Mission of  the Moment: ArtSmart Summer Camp 
 
 
 

Offering Prayer 

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us:  
like a mother receives her child,  
with arms open wide.  
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service  
to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.  
for the sake of  your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you   
C: And also with you 
P: Lift up your hearts  
C: We lift them to the Lord 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who overcame death and the grave, 
and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of  everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of  angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of  heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 
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Sanctus: ELW 525 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tune: © 1990, Augsburg Fortress Text: © 1990, Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-737729 . All rights reserved.  
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
In the night of  the betrayal, our Lord Jesus gathered with faltering friends  
for a meal that tasted of  freedom.  
 

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  broke it, and gave it to them, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of  sin. Do this for the remembrance of  me.  
 

At this table make us your body. Form us to be a people of  justice and peace. Fill 
us with gratitude and generosity that we may bear the fruit of  love in word and 
deed. Come, Holy Spirit.  
Come, Holy Spirit.  
 

Nourish our bodies to that we may be fed. Teach us to see You, Christ, in those 
around us. As we prepare this table for you, we prepare our hearts for your 
presence. Come, Holy Spirit.  
Come, Holy Spirit.  

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Creator in heaven,  
hallowed be your name.  
Your kin-dom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kin-dom,  
the power and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.  
Amen. 
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*Agnus Dei: ELW 341 Now Behold the Lamb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion:  
The body of  Christ, given for you.                The blood of  Christ, shed for you. 
 

Prayer after Communion  
Jesus, Bread of  life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. 
C: Amen. 
 
*Table Blessing  
P: The blessing of  God, 
who provides for us, 
feeds us,  
and journeys with us, 
☩ be upon you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 



 

 

12 

SENDING 
 
 
Sending Song: ELW 459 Wade in the Water 
Public Domain 

 

Dismissal  
Beloved, go in peace.  
Work for justice,  
encounter God in all you see,  
and know you are LOVED!  
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude: Fanfare Toccata on “A Mighty Fortress”                         Jeff  Perks 
Tune: © 2020 Lorenz Corporation (admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Text: © 
2020 Lorenz Corporation (admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. ASCAP streamed with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737729. All rights reserved.  
 
 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-737729. All rights reserved. 
                                                     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


