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Our Purpose 
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive 
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love and 
grace and challenges injustice. 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. All of God’s creation is sacred. 
2. We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection. 
3. We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable. 
4. We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and 

God. 
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action. 
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles. 

 
Our Vision 

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kin-dom in its beautiful 
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one another.  In 
this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved community. 
 
Worship attracts and gathers a range of  people with various services and styles, engaging 
the community in a depth of  practices and creative endeavors. 
 
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of  Jesus Christ, embracing scripture 
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and 
question our faith. 
 
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of  openness to what 
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community, 
country, and world. 
 
Hospitality is how we—each of  us—extend God's kin-dom to a dynamic and diverse city, 
growing our community and engaging all of  God's children, from the powerless to the 
powerful. 
 
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of   
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of  life, in celebration and sorrow.          
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place! 
 

Are you a guest?  If so, here are some things you might like to know… 
 
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The cards can be placed 

in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your  presence and hope you will join us again. For 
questions about the congregation please email Pastor Karen Brau at seniorpastor@lutherplace.org 

 

We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us on social 
media. You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on Facebook and Instagram.  

 We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the conversation.  
 
Please fill out a contract tracing card to help us keep each other safe. In the event of a positive COVID 

diagnosis within 3 days of attending an in-person Luther Place event, please notify Pastor Karen or 
Justin Fitch as soon as possible. Your personal-identifying information will not be shared beyond 
Pastor Karen or Justin, but your notification is necessary to activate Luther Place's contact tracing 
protocol.  
 

At this time, we are not able to offer parking validation. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in the 
circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with accessibility needs and their drivers. We encourage 
the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place. 

 

A children’s nursery is available as a changing area. 
 

Each service is livestreamed to Facebook at www.facebook.com/lutherplace/live  
 
Everyone is to be masked and remain physically distanced  
 
A digital copy of the bulletin can be found at our website: www.lutherplace.org 
 
Congregational singing is slowly being reintegrated at this time, based on current recommendations from 

the CDC and other public health institutions. Dancing, clapping, and other forms of body percussion are 
encouraged. 

 
We encourage socializing outdoors, where it is much safer to do so 
 
Throughout the service, the bold print is for congregational response.  

P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation. 
 

 
References to God in some  prayers and hymns may be gender specific. As we pray and sing together, you are 

invited to substitute terms that reflect a more expansive understanding of God. You are also invited to sing 
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue.* In these places in 
worship, we invite you to take a reverent position. That may be standing or sitting. We hope you 
will chose a posture that allows you to worship as an individual and as part of the community.   
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Prelude: My Faith Looks Up to Thee                            arr. Lynette Maynard     
Copyright © 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
 

 

Welcome, Preparation, & Noticing Practice 
*Call to Worship by Beth Merrill Neel  
P: Children of  God, it is a good day to be here.  
C: It is a good day to tell stories.  
P: It is a good day to give thanks.  
C: It is a good day to ask for help.  
P: It is a good day to be in community.  
C: It is a good day to worship God.  
 

*Confession from Enfleshed adapted by Justin Fitch 
 

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.  
 

                                                                               Silence… 
P: God of  Justice, God of  Compassion, 

God of  Sacred and Scandalous ways,  
C: We confess, we still shame Jesus, when he turns over tables. 

We confess, we still condemn Jesus, when he breaks the rules to which 
we are loyal. 
We confess, while Jesus is torn from the arms of  his mother by ICE,  
killed by his own lovers – so afraid of  desiring trans women, 
and sitting lonely on the street with no family to welcome them home, 
our loyalties are often elsewhere. 
Our priorities are not your own. 

 Search our hearts, O God, and see if  there is any fear within us. 
Meet us there with your good news that sets the captives free. 
Forgive us from the harm we have done as we seek to harm no more.  

P: Beloveds, God does not abandon us to the systems that destroy. 
God does not bind us to our regrets. 
Or forever hold us to what we once believed. 
God says, come and follow! 
Know forgiveness and sin no more. 

GATHERING 
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Love abounds. And Justice shall be manifest! 
Wherever new life is desired, 
may the peace of  Christ be welcomed among us. 
Thanks be to God who leads us on paths of  resurrection.  

C: Thanks be to God!  
 
*Kyrie Call and response - you are invited to sing with us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Streamed and reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgy license SAS000812 
                    

*Greeting  

P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C: And also with you.  
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*Prayer of  the Day  
God, you have filled our lives with abundant manifestations of  your creative hand. 
You gift us with diverse bodies and experiences and stories and dreams that all 
work together to help us better understand you and all of  creation. Forgive us, O 
God, when we reject you by rejecting the belovedness of  our neighbors. Give us 
the courage to recognize you anew in people, places, and ideas unexpected.  
C: Amen.  

FIRST READING                                            Jeremiah 31:7-9  
 

 7Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief  of  the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of  Israel.” 
 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of  the north, 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of  the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of  water, 
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn.  
 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.                                     C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 126 
 

 1When the LORD restored the fortunes of  Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of   
         joy. Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done  
              great things for them.” 

WORD 
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 3The LORD has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses of  the Negeb. 
 5Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of  joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation: Aleluya Y'in Oluwa                                         Public Domain  
The music leaders will sing first, then you are invited to join with us in the English verses 1-3. 
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*HOLY GOSPEL                                          Mark 10:17-31 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark                           C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

46As [Jesus] and the disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 
son of  Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that 
it was Jesus of  Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of  David, 
have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even 
more loudly, “Son of  David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call 
him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, 
[Jesus] is calling you.” 50So throwing off  his cloak, he sprang up and came to 
Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind 
man said, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has 
made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.   
 

P: The Gospel of  the Lord                                          C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Noticing  
 

Sermon                                                                       Rev. Karen Brau 
 
 

Hymn of  the Day: Seekers  
2019 © Music: Ben A David Hensley, Text: Gretchen Toler Debus  
 

1. Weary seekers, wan’dring seekers 
In God’s presence loved and known 
Lonely seekers, misfit seekers all belong 
We are God’s own 
 

2. Doubting seekers, burned out seekers 
All are welcome in this place 
Wounded and rejected seekers 
Come and find Christ’s healing grace 
 

3. Seekers hurt by church pronouncements 
Judging certain love as wrong 
In the face of  harsh denouncements 
We resist; Love is our song 
 

4 We are seekers drawn together 
Flawed yet touched by spirit fire 
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We’ll seek God in one another 
Seek to love, seek God’s desire 
 

5. Seekers hear God’s invitation 
For this purpose, we are called 
Act with justice and compassion 
We proclaim God’s love for all! 
 
*Prayers of  the People 
 

A: Joined together in confidence of  God’s grace, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need, responding to each petition with “hear our prayer.” 
 

Risen One, we give you thanks for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly 
baptized and encourage them in their journey of  faith. Sustain all members of  the 
body of  Christ in lives of  prayer, service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant harvests. 
Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie farmlands, to 
patio planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend them. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

Just One, we give you thanks for leaders of  nations who work to build up the 
common good. Strengthen efforts of  reconciliation among all nations, that peace 
extends in every direction. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of  others. 
Comfort and strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and 
relief  to all who are sick (especially)… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Comforting One, You are with us in our seasons of  mourning and grief.  We trust 
Your gracious presence with those whose loved ones have died.  Please be with us 
all as we share and carry collective grief  for those who have died of  COVID-19. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith. Give 
us courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around your table of  
abundance. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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P: Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your 
hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.  
C: Amen 

Exchange of  Peace 
 

Announcements   
Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news or click here to 

view our full list of  announcements. 
 
 

Offering  
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673, clicking 
this link, scanning the QR code, or using the offering plate near the altar. 
We are inviting you to give financially, out of  your heart and love for God. 
Our giving is a spiritual practice as part of  our faith and discipleship.  

 

Mission of  the Moment: Education Fund 
 
 

Offertory 
 

*Offering Prayer 

A: God of  all goodness and grace,  
receive the gifts we offer;  
and grant that our whole life  
may give you glory and praise;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 

*The Great Thanksgiving from Enfleshed 

P: The Lord be with you   
C: And also with you 
P: Lift up your hearts  
C: We lift them to the Lord 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise 

MEAL 

https://us9.campaign-archive.com/?u=349d637b3471993de4acb30e7&id=291426b85f
http://www.fellowshiponegiving.com/App/Giving/lutherplace
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy to give you thanks, O God. Your 
invitation to come and feast in your presence is but a taste of  the love you extend 
to us every day.  
By your very nature, you are always seeking us out – searching for ways to connect 
us and connect with us. You meet us in the most ordinary of  places and you make 
them sacred. By your grace, we come to recognize the holiness that dwells in the 
world around us, in our neighbors, in our own internal depths. 
Therefore we join our voices with your people on earth and all the company of  
the heavens, singing praise to you, 
 

*Sanctus: ELW 525     you are invited to sing with us 
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Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, administered by Augsburg Fortress in North America, South America, and Central 
America, including the Caribbean.  Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE with license #A-737729.  
 

*Thanksgiving at the Table from Enfleshed 
P: “Blessed are you and blessed is your eternal table. You welcome all who thirst 
for justice and hunger to grow in love. You ask us to extend this same welcome to 
all our neighbors, but God, since our beginning, we have struggled. 
 

And so in your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus. Through his life, you 
pointed to your presence on the margins. You revealed the sacredness in all life. 
You showed us how to live together, even among forces of  destruction. 
 

Believing it could transform the world, Jesus proclaimed the Good News. He 
called for the captives to be set free. He spoke of  the lowly being lifted up. He 
talked of  redistributing wealth and eradicating the causes of  poverty. His 
commitment to practicing love knew no bounds – not even the bounds of  death. 
 

On the night of  his arrest, Jesus shared a meal with his companions. 
He took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples and said: 
“This is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of  me.” 
 

After the meal, he took the cup, blessed it, and shared it saying: 
“This cup that is poured out is the new covenant.” 
In remembrance of  all you have done to save us, 
we proclaim the mystery of  our faith: 
 

Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
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Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. Make these ordinary elements into the 
Sacred gift of  your presence with us once again. May they awaken us anew to your 
everlasting invitation into a life of  resurrection. Aliven us in our pursuit of  a world 
where all needs are met, power is balanced, and the worth of  every creature and 
creation is celebrated. 
 

In collective longing for a taste of  your Kin-dom on earth, 
we join together in echoing the prayer of  Jesus: 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Creator in heaven,  
hallowed be your name.   
Your kin-dom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of  trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kin-dom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Distribution 
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. The ushers 
will direct you now to receive individual packets of the elements from the altar. 
We offer wine, juice, and gluten-free options. Return to your seat, and then we 
will all commune together. 

 

*Agnus Dei:  
Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world; grant us peace. 

 

Communion:  
The body of  Christ, given for you.                The blood of  Christ, shed for you. 
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SENDING 

*Prayer after Communion from Enfleshed 
A: God, by the bread of  heaven and the cup of  life, you make us one body.  
Bind us together by your spirit that we might live into your hopes for us,  
a community centered in Christ  
and rich in compassion, commitment, courage, and care.  
C: Amen. 
 

*Table Blessing  
P: People of  God, you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
Sending Song: TFF 273 Bless the Lord 
Music © 1973 Bud John Songs, Inc., admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing. Streamed with permission with CCLI license 

#5382423 

 

Dismissal  
A: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.  
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: CWM RHONDDA                                                         arr. Paul Fey 
Copyright  © 2021 Paul Fey. All rights reserved.  

                                                     
 
 
 

We invite you into the Sacred Commons outside to socialize 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-737729. All rights reserved. CCLI license #5382423. Augsburg Fortress liturgy license SAS000812. 
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Learn more at www.enfleshed.com 
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VOLUNTEERS 
 

Assisting Minister 
Emma Northcott 
 
Ushers 
Abbi Hull 
Pete Perry 
Dianne Russell 
 
 

 
 

Musicians 
Anna Fox 

Kathryn Perry 
Kyra Reumann-Moore 

Andreas Wiede 
 

Tech Minister 
Karin Selland 

 
Friend of the Feast 

Collin Bradley 


