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Our Purpose 
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive 
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love and 
grace and challenges injustice. 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. All of God’s creation is sacred. 
2. We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection. 
3. We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable. 
4. We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and 

God. 
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action. 
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles. 

 
Our Vision 

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kin-dom in its beautiful 
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one another.  In 
this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved community. 
 
Worship attracts and gathers a range of  people with various services and styles, engaging 
the community in a depth of  practices and creative endeavors. 
 
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of  Jesus Christ, embracing scripture 
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and 
question our faith. 
 
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of  openness to what 
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community, 
country, and world. 
 
Hospitality is how we—each of  us—extend God's kin-dom to a dynamic and diverse city, 
growing our community and engaging all of  God's children, from the powerless to the 
powerful. 
 
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of   
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of  life, in celebration and sorrow.          
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place! 
 

Are you a guest?  If so, here are some things you might like to know… 
 
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The cards can be placed 

in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your  presence and hope you will join us again. For 
questions about the congregation please email Pastor Karen Brau at seniorpastor@lutherplace.org 

 

We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us on social 
media. You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on Facebook and Instagram.  

 We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the conversation.  
 
Please fill out a contract tracing card to help us keep each other safe. In the event of a positive COVID 

diagnosis within 3 days of attending an in-person Luther Place event, please notify Pastor Karen or 
Justin Fitch as soon as possible. Your personal-identifying information will not be shared beyond 
Pastor Karen or Justin, but your notification is necessary to activate Luther Place's contact tracing 
protocol.  
 

At this time, we are not able to offer parking validation. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in the 
circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with accessibility needs and their drivers. We encourage 
the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place. 

 

A children’s nursery is available as a changing area. An usher can direct you to this space. 
 

Each service is livestreamed to Facebook at www.facebook.com/lutherplace/live  
 
Everyone is to be masked and remain physically distanced  
 
A digital copy of the bulletin can be found at our website: www.lutherplace.org 
 
Congregational singing is slowly being reintegrated at this time, based on current recommendations from 

the CDC and other public health institutions. Dancing, clapping, and other forms of body percussion are 
encouraged. 

 
We encourage socializing outdoors, where it is much safer to do so. There is a table with simple 

refreshments outside by the Vermont Ave. door. 
 
Throughout the service, the bold print is for congregational response.  

P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation. 

 
References to God in some  prayers and hymns may be gender specific. As we pray and sing together, you are 

invited to substitute terms that reflect a more expansive understanding of God. You are also invited to sing 
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue.* In these places in 
worship, we invite you to take a reverent position. That may be standing or sitting. We hope you 
will chose a posture that allows you to worship as an individual and as part of the community.   

 

Scripture passages come from a number of translations, mainly the NRSV and Growing in God’s Love, a 
Story Bible. 
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Prelude  
 

 

Welcome, Preparation, & Noticing Practice 
 

*Advent Lighting by Enfleshed 
O: The Hope of  God-With-Us does not come as guaranteed outcome, or 
predetermined plan, or promise of  a happy ending. Hope cannot be imposed 
from on high. Hope cannot be commanded. The Hope of  God-With-Us is 
courageous, risky, unfolding, indeterminate. The Hope of  God-With-Us is 
collective, liberating us from deadly complacency. Hope is gestating in darkness; 
it comes unexpectedly. Hope invites our expectation, and demands our 
participation. Prepare the way, for hope with courage. May Hope be birthed 
among, within, and through us, this Advent. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel…  
 
*Hymn of  Praise: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
Lifting of the “Hope” Advent Candle 

GATHERING 
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*Confession adapted by Justin Fitch 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of  our God.  

Silence for reflection 
 

God for whom we wait,  
C: in the presence of  one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of  self  in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of  your saving grace. 
Amen. 
P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of  the Holy Spirit,  
☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of  the Most High  
and recipients of  divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of  peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
*Greeting  

P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C: And also with you.  
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*Kyrie  Repeat each phrase after the choir  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Prayer of  the Day  by Enfleshed  
P: God, we long for you. In the midst of  troubled times, we yearn for a glimpse 
of  your redemption at work. In this season of  waiting, do not let us grow so 
weary that we turn from you, from each other, or from the desires of  our heart. 
Steady us. Help us remain present to the joy and ache around us., ever open to the 
possibilities of  your presence among us.  
C: Amen.  
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FIRST READING                                                              Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

 14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of  Israel and the house of  Judah. 15In those days and at that 
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
“The Lord is our righteousness.”  

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.                                     C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm 25 
     1To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of  my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting.  
 7Remember not the sins of  my youth and my transgressions; remember me  
       according to your steadfast love and for the sake of  your goodness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 
 
 

WORD 
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*Gospel Acclamation: ELW 438 My Lord, What a Morning  verse 1 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*HOLY GOSPEL                                         Luke 21:25-36 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke                           C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of  the sea and the 
waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of  what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of  the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Holy 
One coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things 
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.” 
  29Then Jesus told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as 
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is 
already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 
kindom of  God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 
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  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of  this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of  the 
whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Holy One.” 
  
P: The Gospel of  the Lord                                          C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Noticing  
 

Sermon                                                                       Rev. Karen Brau 
 

Hymn of  the Day: ACS 904 Come to be our hope, O Jesus 
The choir will sing verse 1 in Spanish, then you are invited to sing the English verses 

All Creation Sings is a supplement that invites us to expand our prayer and song, joining our 
voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so marvelously made.  
 

                                  

 continued on next page...  
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*Affirmation of  Faith from Season of  Creation 
 

We believe that God creates all things, renews all things,  
and celebrates all things. 

We believe Earth is a sanctuary,  
a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,  

a home for us to share with our kin. 
 We believe that God became flesh and blood, 

 became a part of  Earth,  
a human being called Jesus Christ, 

who lived and breathed and spoke among us, 
suffered and died on a cross,  

for all human beings and for all creation. 
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We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ  
at the core of  creation reconciling all things to God,  

renewing all creation, and filling the universe. 

We believe the Spirit renews life in creation, 
groans in empathy with a suffering creation, 
and waits with us for the rebirth of  creation. 

We believe that with Christ we will rise, 
and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation. 

 

*Prayers of  the People 
 

A: In this season of  watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 

yearn for God’s presence.  
 

 

God of  presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim 
the message of  your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your 
face in all people and in all of  creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of  mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind 
and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you 
have lovingly created. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of  equity and compassion, bring love and goodness to all peoples of  the 
earth. Give a heart of  discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of  comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all 
who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and 
life transitions of  every kind. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of  promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from 
destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural 
disasters. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You are with us in our seasons of  mourning and grief.  We trust Your gracious 
presence with those whose loved ones have died.  Please be with us all as we share 
and carry collective grief  for over _______ in the U.S. and _______ worldwide 
who have died of  COVID-19. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   
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God of  companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who 
journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us 
confident that your promises endure forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

P: God of  new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive 
these prayers and those of  our hearts, in the name of  Jesus.  
C: Amen. 
 

Exchange of  Peace 
 

Announcements   
Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news or click here to 

view our full list of  announcements. 
 

Invitation to Offering 
God draws near to the world in and through us. When we show up to one 
another, God is made manifest. In a spirit of  possibility, imagining what kind of 
redemption we might create together, let us bring our offerings to God.  
 

Offering  
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673, 
clicking this link, scanning the QR code, or using the offering plate near 
the altar. We are inviting you to give financially, out of  your heart and 
love for God. Our giving is a spiritual practice as part of  our faith and 
discipleship.  
 

Mission of  the Moment: Education Fund 
 

*Offering Prayer 

A: Beloved, sometimes we struggle with how to meet the needs of  the day while 
at the same time envisioning a tomorrow of  systemic change. Discern with us 
how to wisely use our shared resources. We dedicate our offerings to the needs of  
today and to the dreams of  the future. Amen.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/lutherplace.org/join-us-for-pentecost-sunday-4832349
http://www.fellowshiponegiving.com/App/Giving/lutherplace
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MEAL 
 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving  
P: The Lord be with you   
C: And also with you 
P: Lift up your hearts  
C: We lift them to the Lord 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of  the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new 
And so, with all the choirs of  angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of  
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus: ELW Setting Three 
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*Thanksgiving at the Table from Enfleshed adapted by Justin Fitch  
P: Beloveds. 
Beloveds. 
Beloveds. 
 

We come to this Table because we are claimed in covenant 
Because we are still learning what covenant and togetherness means 
how it looks and moves and feels 
Because we long for liberation 
Because we thirst for justice 
Because we know the need—fierce and urgent— 
for grace and freedom and nourishment in our flesh and our bones 
Because this is not a table of  a denomination. 
This is Christ’s table 
and you are invited to bring your whole lives 
and all are welcome here. Period. 
 

Because we remember: 
On the night he was arrested 
while the powers and principalities 
of  Empire, and supremacy, and dominance raged, 
Jesus— 
a brown skinned, radical, healer, community organizer, — 
gathered people 
invited their fears and longings 
invited people into radical solidarity 
justice-love-in-action 
healing of  and in the world 
to which, for which, he gave his life over and over and over. 
Jesus took bread 
broke it 
shared it, and said: 
Take and eat: this is my body. 
The bread of  new life. 
Share this, and remember. 
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Then Jesus took the cup 
blessed it 
gave thanks for it, and said: 
Take and drink: this is the power of  my life-blood. 
The salve of  salvation. 
The cup of  blessing. 
Share this, and remember. 
 
And so, we do. 
We remember. 
We offer. 
We receive. 
And we share in this nourishing feast. 
Because we know how to nourish each other in ordinary and extraordinary ways. 
Because we need each other 
and we need this sacrament, this visible sign of  life-giving grace, flowing and 
overflowing. 
 

So, come. 
Come. 
Come. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Creator in heaven,  
hallowed be your name.   
Your kin-dom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of  trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kin-dom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Distribution 
The ushers will direct you now to receive individual packets of the elements 
from the altar. Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to 
all. We offer wine, juice, and gluten-free options. Return to your seat, and then 
we will all commune together. 

 

*Agnus Dei:  
 
 

Communion:  
The body of  Christ, given for you.                 The blood of  Christ, shed for you. 
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Communion Song: ELW 247 Come Now, O Prince of  Peace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Prayer after Communion from Enfleshed 
A: God, by the bread of  heaven and the cup of  life, you make us one body. Bind 
us together by your spirit that we might live into your hopes for us,  a community 
centered in Christ and rich in compassion, commitment, courage, and care.  
C: Amen. 
 

*Table Blessing  
P: The God of  hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 
abound in hope by the power of  the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom 
we wait. C: Amen. 
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*Sending Song: ACS 949 Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning                   
 
 
 

Dismissal  
A: Go in peace. Christ is near.                                             C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: VENI EMMANUEL                                                      arr. Paul Fey 
 

SENDING 
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Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-737729. All rights reserved. CCLI license #5382423. Augsburg Fortress liturgy license SAS000812. 

 

 
VOLUNTEERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Learn more at www.enfleshed.com 
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