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Our Purpose 
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive 
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love and 
grace and challenges injustice. 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. All of God’s creation is sacred. 
2. We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection. 
3. We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable. 
4. We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and 

God. 
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action. 
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles. 

 
Our Vision 

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kin-dom in its beautiful 
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one another.  In 
this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved community. 
 
Worship attracts and gathers a range of  people with various services and styles, engaging 
the community in a depth of  practices and creative endeavors. 
 
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of  Jesus Christ, embracing scripture 
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and 
question our faith. 
 
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of  openness to what 
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community, 
country, and world. 
 
Hospitality is how we—each of  us—extend God's kin-dom to a dynamic and diverse city, 
growing our community and engaging all of  God's children, from the powerless to the 
powerful. 
 
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of   
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of  life, in celebration and sorrow.          
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place! 
 

Are you a guest?  If so, here are some things you might like to know… 
 
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The cards can be placed 

in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your  presence and hope you will join us again. For 
questions about the congregation please email Pastor Karen Brau at seniorpastor@lutherplace.org 

 

We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us on social 
media. You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on Facebook and Instagram.  

 We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the conversation.  
 
Please fill out a contract tracing card to help us keep each other safe. In the event of a positive COVID 

diagnosis within 3 days of attending an in-person Luther Place event, please notify Pastor Karen or 
Justin Fitch as soon as possible. Your personal-identifying information will not be shared beyond 
Pastor Karen or Justin, but your notification is necessary to activate Luther Place's contact tracing 
protocol.  
 

At this time, we are not able to offer parking validation. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in the 
circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with accessibility needs and their drivers. We encourage 
the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place. 

 

A children’s nursery is available as a changing area. An usher can direct you to this space. 
 

Each service is livestreamed to Facebook at www.facebook.com/lutherplace/live  
 
Everyone is to be masked and remain physically distanced  
 
A digital copy of the bulletin can be found at our website: www.lutherplace.org 
 
 
We encourage socializing outdoors, where it is much safer to do so. There is a table with simple 

refreshments outside by the Vermont Ave. door. 
 
Throughout the service, the bold print is for congregational response.  

P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation. 

 
References to God in some  prayers and hymns may be gender specific. As we pray and sing together, you are 

invited to substitute terms that reflect a more expansive understanding of God. You are also invited to sing 
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue.* In these places in 
worship, we invite you to take a reverent position. That may be standing or sitting. We hope you 
will chose a posture that allows you to worship as an individual and as part of the community.   

 

Scripture passages come from a number of translations, mainly the NRSV and Growing in God’s Love, a 
Story Bible. 
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Prelude: Variations on NICAEA                                                         Paul Fey  
 

 

Welcome, Preparation, & Noticing Practice 
 

*Confession  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates us, 
redeems us, 
and calls us by name. 
C: Amen.  
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another.  
silence... 

 

P: Most merciful God,  
C: we confess that we have sinned against you 
and your beloved children. 
We have turned our faces away from your glory 
when it did not appear as we expected. 
We have rejected your word 
when it made us confront ourselves. 
We have failed to show hospitality 
to those you called us to welcome. 
Accept our repentance for the things we have done 
and the things we have left undone. 
For the sake of  Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 
in the glory of  your Beloved born among us, 
and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 
 

P: Rejoice in this good news: 
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of  God.  
C: Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING 
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*Greeting  

P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C: And also with you.  
 

Kyrie 

*Prayer of  the Day  by Enfleshed     
P: Creator of  all, though you have shaped us as an ecosystem, we are surrounded 

by illusions of  individualism. Resources are privatized. People suffer in 
isolation. Even joy is hoarded. May we be a community brave and vulnerable 
enough to live otherwise. That we may become so much more together than we 
could ever be alone.  

C: Amen.  
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FIRST READING                                     Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

     

     1All the people [of  Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water 

Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of  the law of  Moses, which 

the Lord had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before 

the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. 

This was on the first day of  the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square 

before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of  the 

men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of  all the 

people were attentive to the book of  the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the 

sight of  all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 

opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and 

all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed 

their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8So they read 

from the book, from the law of  God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so 

that the people understood the reading. 

  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 

Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to 

the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they 

heard the words of  the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and 

drink sweet wine and send portions of  them to those for whom nothing is 

prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of  

the Lord is your strength.”  
 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word                         C: Thanks be to God! 

Psalm 19 

1The heavens declare the glory of  God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 

WORD 
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 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of   
      the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of  his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of  the heavens and runs about to    
      the end of  it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
 7The teaching of  the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of  the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of  the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of  the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of  the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of  the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get  
       dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of  a great  
        offense. 
 14Let the words of  my mouth and the meditation of  my heart be  
       acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
 
Gospel Acclamation: Whom Shall I Fear                                sung two times 
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*HOLY GOSPEL                                                                          Luke 4:14-21 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke                           C: Glory to you, O Lord 

 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of  the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the 
scroll of  the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 
 18“The Spirit of  the Lord is upon me, 
  because They have anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 They have sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of  sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of  the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 
of  all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  
 

P: The Gospel of  the Lord                                           C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Noticing  
Homily                                                                               The Rev. Karen Brau  
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*Hymn of  the Day: ELW 522 As We Gather at Your Table 
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*Affirmation of  Faith from The United Church of  Canada 
 

We are not alone,  
we live in God’s world. 
We believe in God:  
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
    to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 
    to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
    We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

 
*Prayers of  the People     
A: The Spirit of  the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to 

pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.  
 

 

You reveal yourself  to us in the reading of  scripture. Fulfill your word through the 
faithful witness of  your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to 
all people. God of  grace, hear our prayer. 

All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful 
bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every 
creature in between. Sustain species at risk of  extinction. God of  grace, hear our 
prayer. 

Establish among the nations the blessings of  peace. Raise up leaders who will 
protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation 
or retaliation for the sake of  mercy and justice. God of  grace, hear our prayer. 

Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for 
people living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or 
those living under oppression (especially). God of  grace, hear our prayer. 



 

 

11 

Build up the body of  Christ in this place. Bless the variety of  ministries in this 
congregation. Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person who 
enters into worship and ministry among us. God of  grace, hear our prayer. 

You are with us in our seasons of  mourning and grief.  We trust Your gracious 
presence with those whose loved ones have died.  Please be with us all as we share 
and carry collective grief  for over 860K in the U.S. and 5.57M worldwide who 
have died of  COVID-19. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of  salvation 
has now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn (especially). Bring us together in 
your everlasting glory. God of  grace, hear our prayer. 
 

P: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of  
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
C: Amen.   
 

Exchange of  Peace 
P: The peace of  Christ be always with you.                          
C: And also with you. 

 

Announcements 

Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news  
or click here to view our full list of announcements. 
 

Invitation to Offering 
To say that we are one body means this: everyone has a particular role to play, 
everyone is essential, everyone is connected by the threads of  life and love. May 
we repent from our actions that betray these truths. And may we celebrate the 
grace that calls us back to right-relationship with the whole of  things. With 
thanks, let us bring our offerings to God.  
 
Offering  
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673, clicking 
this link, scanning the QR code, or using the offering plate near the altar. 
We are inviting you to give financially, out of  your heart and love for God. 
Our giving is a spiritual practice as part of  our faith and discipleship.  

 

https://us9.campaign-archive.com/?u=349d637b3471993de4acb30e7&id=39d73d23e4
http://www.fellowshiponegiving.com/App/Giving/lutherplace
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Offertory 
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Mission of  the Moment: Education Fund 
 

*Offering Prayer 

A: Spirit of  Life, with awe and thanks we bring our gifts.  
Bless them to the trees that help us breathe.  
Bless them to the land that holds us.  
Bless them to the wellbeing of  creatures great and small.  
Make us good siblings to all your beloved lifeforms that enable this body,  
our bodies,  
the earth’s body,  
every body to be nourished and alive.  
C: Amen. 

*The Great Thanksgiving  
 

P: The Lord be with you   
C: And also with you 
P: Lift up your hearts  
C: We lift them to the Lord 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise 
P: It is indeed right... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 
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*Sanctus: ELW Setting Seven 
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*Thanksgiving at the Table  adapted by Justin Fitch  
P: In the night before Christ died for us,  
our Lord Jesus gathered with faltering friends  
for a meal that tasted of  freedom.  
 

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to them, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of  me.  
 

We remember that night Jesus spent with friends,  
and we feel Jesus’ presence with us now.  
We ask God, through the Holy Spirit to bless these gifts we offer and share, 
making them Christ for us,  
and making us into Christ’s holy body.  
Together with all the church, we give you thanks:  
Creator, Redeemer, Spirit of  love.  
Bind us together.  
Open our hearts.  
Grant us peace.  
 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name.   
Your kin-dom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kin-dom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  
Amen. 
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Distribution 
The ushers will direct you now to receive individual packets of the elements from the 
altar. Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. We offer 
wine, juice, and gluten-free options. Return to your seat, and then we will all 
commune together. 
 
 

*Agnus Dei:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion:  
The body of  Christ, given for you.                 The blood of  Christ, shed for you. 
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Communion Song: 
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*Prayer after Communion  
A: Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened 
for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to 
proclaim your good news and serve others in your name. 
C: Amen. 
 

*Table Blessing  
P: God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 
C: Amen. 

*Sending Song: ELW 625 We’re Marching to Zion  

 

SENDING 

1 Come, we that love the Lord, 
 and let our joys be known; 

 join in a song with sweet accord, 
 join in a song with sweet accord 
 and thus surround the throne, 
 and thus surround the throne. 
 
Refrain 

 We're marching to Zion, 
 beautiful, beautiful Zion: 
 we're marching upward to Zion, 
 the beautiful city of  God. 
 
2 Let those refuse to sing 

 who never knew our God; 
 but children of  the heav'nly king, 
 but children of  the heav'nly king 
 may tell their joys abroad, 
 may tell their joys abroad.  Refrain 
 

3 The hill of  Zion yields 
 a thousand sacred sweets 
 before we reach the heav'nly fields, 
 before we reach the heav'nly fields, 
 or walk the golden streets, 
 or walk the golden streets.  Refrain 
 
4 Then let our songs abound, 
 and ev'ry tear be dry; 
 we're marching thru Immanuel's ground, 
 we're marching thru Immanuel's ground, 
 to fairer worlds on high, 
 to fairer worlds on high.  Refrain 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, stanzas; Robert Lowry, 
1826-1899, refrain 
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Dismissal  
A: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Postlude  
 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-737729. All rights reserved. CCLI license #5382423. Augsburg Fortress liturgy license SAS000812. 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Learn more at www.enfleshed.com 
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Friends of  the Feast | Faith Forbel 
Men’s Fellowship | Jeff  Serfass 
Movement Support | Kyra Reumann-Moore 
Sacred Commons | Ed Miller 
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