Worship Volunteers:

HOSPITALITY + WORSHIP + SPIRITUAL GROWTH + JUSTICE + COMMUNITY CARE

Greeter/Ushers: Eric Gardner, Annika Miller, & Doug Walter
Assisting Minister: Dan Corbett
Reader: Katy Argueta
Children Sermon: Betsy Mountenay
Communion Assistants: Tara Hogan, Trevour Jackson-Carpenter, Amanda
Lindamood, & Thomas Randall
Counters: Candace Lilyquist & Michael Wendt
Friends of the Feast: Patrick Callahan
Live-Broadcasting: Patrick Callahan
Staff Lead: Kristen Kane

Luther Place Staff
Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor
[seniorpastor@lutherplace.org]
Xavier Williamson, Congregation Administrator
[operations@lutherplace.org]
Kristen Kane, New Connections Coach
[kristen@lutherplace.org]
Bianca Vazquez, Steinbruck Center Director
[steinbruckcenterdirector@lutherplace.org]
Sarah Johnson, Steinbruck Center Experiential
Learning Coordinator
[steinbruckcenter@lutherplace.org]
Krista Sickert-Bush,
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
[youthandfamilies@lutherplace.org]
Israel Avila, Property Manager
[property@lutherplace.org]
Roni Lopez, Custodial Assistant
[custodian@lutherplace.org]
Nancy White, Office Volunteer
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SIXTH SUNDAY IN EASTER
May 6th, 2018

10:30 AM Service of Communion
Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor
Luther Place Memorial Church
1226 Vermont Ave, NW Washington, DC 20005



(202) 667-1377



www.lutherplace.org

Our Purpose
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love
and grace and challenges injustice.
Our Guiding Principles
1.
2.
3.
4.

All of God’s creation is sacred.
We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection.
We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable.
We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and
God.
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action.
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles.

Our Vision
Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kingdom in its beautiful
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one
another. In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved
community.
Worship attracts and gathers a range of people with various services and styles, engaging
the community in a depth of traditional practices and creative endeavors.
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of Jesus Christ, embracing scripture
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and
question our faith.

Nats Night OUT, June 5, 7 pm
Let me know if you want to purchase a ticket to the game. The tickets are $28 each.
Contact Michael Sonnenberg at michaelsonnenberg4647@gmail.com by May 13th if
you want to purchase a ticket.
Capital Pride March, June 9, Time TBD
The Reconciling In Christ congregations of the Metro DC Synod are planning to
march this year. We will have a fun time on the float and throwing beads to the
crowd. We hope to get a large group of 10+ people from Luther Place to walk in the
march. Contact Michael Sonnenberg at michaelsonnenberg4647@gmail.com
Pride Sunday Service, June 10, 10:30 am
As part of celebrating our LGBTQ+ community, we will participate in worship.
We need volunteers: Assisting Minister, four Communion Assistants, one Scripture
Reader, two Ushers, one Spirit Stick Twirler, one Children's Sermon presenter.
Contact Michael Sonnenberg michaelsonnenberg4647@gmail.com by May 13th to
volunteer.
Happy 90th Birthday to Marcia Solem
Members and friends of Luther Place
gathering this past Sunday for brunch with
our Wise Elders. They had the honor of
wishing Marcia a happy 90th day birthday

Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of openness to what
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community,
country, and world.
Hospitality is how we—each of us—extend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city,
growing our community and engaging all of God's children, from the powerless to the
powerful.
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of life, in celebration and sorrow.
2
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20s/30s Bible Study, September, May 14th at 7pm
Join us at Vanesa's apartment in Capitol Hill as we delve into scripture to
explore life's different seasons. Our study on will focus on justice and injustice.
Please RSVP to Vanesa at vanesa.her@gmail.com.
El Intercambio: Community Dinner & Language Exchange, May 15,
6:30 pm - We will meet in the All Saints Room for food, fellowship and the joy
of sharing & learning a language. All levels of Spanish and English are
welcome. You are welcome to just show-up!
Support ArtSmart Summer Camp
ArtSmart Summer Camp is a community-based summer camp for children in
the Logan Circle neighborhood that otherwise do not have access to summer
enrichment programs. We are entering our sixth year of this incredible program
that grew out of a community listening campaign run by our church. ArtSmart
camp focuses on the arts as a way to build community, inspire learning, and
encourage big dreams. You can text give or place donations in the offering
labeled “ArtSmart.”
20s/30s May Happy Hour, May 17, 7 pm
Have you ever had a question about life or theology that you wanted to ask the
pastor? Now is your chance. Bring your questions for Pastor Karen for an
evening of open discussion. Join us at Bann Thai 1326 14th Street Northwest,
2nd floor on Thursday, May 17 at 7 pm. Contact Christine at
christine.m.frye@gmail.com
PRIDE Preparations & Fellowship
We Need Your Painting Skills
Every June we adorned the yard by the Martin Luther statute with a door
display proclaiming: God's Doors Are Open To All. The doors have fallen into
disrepair. Community Forklift has awarded Luther Place a grant to purchase
new doors. Volunteers are needed to help paint the doors. Contact Michael
Sonnenberg at michaelsonnenberg4647@gmail.com
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place!
Are you a guest? If so, here are some things you might like to know…
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The
cards can be placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your
presence and hope you will join us again.
Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage
has two floors available. Please ask an usher for a parking voucher. Your reimbursement
of the cost of $5 per use will be greatly appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking
spots in the circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with mobility issues and
their drivers. We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available
inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place.
A children’s nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located
within the chapel by the entrance on N Street.
Children’s church bags are located in the back of the Sanctuary. The activity bags are for
kids of all ages; they include crayons, a coloring book, books to read, etc. Please help
children use these materials for doodling rather than the gift envelopes and prayer cards.
Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website:
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.
In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation.
Here at Luther Place, we love to sing!
We like to explore a diversity of music, though much of it comes from the
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal (ELW). This hymnal holds
service music in the first half and hymns in the second half. The service
music can be found with the small page numbers at the bottom of each page.
The hymns can be found using the large numbers at the top of each page.
We also use hymns from This Far by Faith Hymnal (TFF), the
Lutheran African American hymnal.
References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect your
understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited to sing
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome
We welcome you to worship today! If you are a visitor, please fill out a welcome card at the
ends of the pews, and put in offering plate or give to an usher.
Confession
Most merciful God,
C: We confess that we are captive to sin,
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart,
we have had difficulty loving ourselves,
and we have not fully loved our neighbor or our world.
Forgive us, and renew us, and lead us,
So that we may delight in you, Holy One
and walk in your ways,
and give glory to you.
Amen.
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loves us even when we are caught in sin.
God makes us alive together through the grace of Christ.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power,
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts,
through faith.
Amen.
4

Today, we pray for:
Fred Sickert, the father of Krista Sickert-Bush
as he undergoes open heart surgery
Christiana Lindholm & family on the death of her grandfather.
Henry Bowden and family as they grieve the death of his brother, Steve.
Alberta William who is in the hospital recovering from surgery.

Congregational Offering
March 2018
Budgeted: $42,000
Actual: $42,857
YTD as of 3/31/18
Budgeted: $148,000
Actual: $135,205
Today—Gay Day at the National Zoo, After Morning Service
All are welcome to join members and friends of Embrace! at the back of the
sanctuary after morning worship. The group will head over to the
zoo. Attendance is free.
Pastor Karen Sabbatical, September-November 2018
Pastor Karen will go on sabbatical later this year. Please see website for a blog
on Sabbath Care!
Seeking Church Council Members
The Engagement Team is looking for nominations for the Luther Place
Church Council. If you are interested or have a possible nominee to suggest,
please contact Faith Korbel (faithkor@yahoo.com).
Congregational Meeting—Sunday May 13th
After the 10:30am worship join us for the annual congregational meeting. Our
agenda includes the Annual Report and Council elections.
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*Prayer after Communion
A May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy, and bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING
*Sending Song: ELW 860 I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me

*Gathering Song: ELW 770 Give Me Jesus
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all
C: And also with you.
*Kyrie

Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
Tree Planting—Honoring Richard Vogel
At the conclusion of worship today, we will assemble outside on the Vermont
side of the building, and spend a brief time planting a tree. This tree is being
planted in memorial for the life of Richard Vogel, who died suddenly this
winter. We pray for Meredith Miller (Ed Miller's daughter) who grieves the
death of her partner Richard. May this tree remind us of the many gifts
Richard shared with this world. Everyone is invited to share in this time of
memorial.

*Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…
C: Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING

Acts 10:44-48

44While

Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the
word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter
16
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said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for
several days.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

*Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm 98
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
2O LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
5Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
8Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes
to judge the earth.
9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love
the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For
the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his
6

Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Communion Song: ELW 465—As the Grains of Wheat
*Table Blessing
P: Life-giving God,
in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life,
and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection
that we may show your glory to all the world;
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
C: Amen.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim
the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the
freedom and hope of your Son.
C: Amen.

commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers
the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?
6This

is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the
water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that
testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

C: Thanks be to God!

*Gospel Acclamation: Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises

*Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
Distribution
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. Ushers will direct you to
the correct station. We use two cups; one with wine and the other with juice. You may either
dip the bread into the cup (intinction) or eat the bread first and drink from the cup. Gluten
-free wafers are available on the altar. Return to your seat using the exterior aisles.
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*HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to John

John 15:9-17
C: Glory to you, O Lord

P: It is indeed right…

*Sanctus

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my
love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things
to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing;
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that
I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give
you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that
you may love one another.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ

Children’s Sermon
Sermon: Loving One Another, in Good Times and in Bad
Rev. Karen Brau
Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged! Please use
#FollowingJesus #RealChurch #EasterSeasonBeauty and don’t forget to tag
@LutherPlace and @KarenBrau.
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this
far along the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all
humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and
thirst for justice is your own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your
chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread with the
outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
13

Offering Song: ELW 692 We Are an Offering

*Hymn of the Day: TFBF 208 Oh Freedom

We invite you to prayerfully consider completing our Volunteer Skills
Survey (lutherplace.org/volunteer). The survey is a great method to
explore ways of sharing your time and talent in doing God’s work.
*Offering Prayer
A: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made
known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives,
that we may be your risen body in the world.
C: Amen.
MEAL
*The Great Thanksgiving
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New Members Joining: ELW p. 234
Prayers of the People
(Adapted from, Braiding Sweetgrass, Robin Wall Kimmerer)
A: Today we have gathered and when we look upon the faces around us we see
that the cycles of life continue. We have been given the duty to live in
balance and harmony with each other and all living things. So now let us
bring our minds together as one as we give greetings and thanks to each
other as People.
C: Now our minds are one.
A: We are thankful to our Mother the Earth, for she gives us everything that we
need for life. She supports our feet as we walk about upon her. It gives us
joy that she still continues to care for us, just as she has from the beginning
of time. To our Mother, we send thanksgiving, love, and respect.
C: Now our minds are one.

A: We give thanks to all of the waters of the world for quenching our thirst, for
providing strength and nurturing life for all beings. We know its power in
many forms—waterfalls and rain, mists and streams, rivers and oceans, snow
and ice. We are grateful that the waters are still here and meeting their
responsibility to the rest of Creation. Can we agree that water is important
to our lives and bring our minds together as one to send greetings and
thanks to the Water?
C: Now our minds are one.
A: We are thankful for the powers we know as the Four Winds. We hear their
voices in the moving air as they refresh us and purify the air we breathe.
They help to bring the change of seasons. From the four directions they
come, bringing us messages and giving us strength. With one mind we send
our greetings and thanks to the Four Winds.
C: Now our minds are one.
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A: Now we turn to the west where our grandfathers the Thunder Beings live.
With lightning and thundering voices they bring with them the water that
renews life. We bring our minds together as one to send greetings and
thanks to our Grandfathers, the Thunderers.
C: Now our minds are one.
A: We now send greetings and thanks to our eldest brother the Sun. Each day
without fail he travels the sky from east to west, bringing the light of a
new day. He is the source of all the fires of life. With one mind, we send
greetings and thanks to our Brother, the Sun.
C: Now our minds are one.
A: We now turn our thoughts to the Creator, or Great Spirit, and send
greetings and thanks for all the gifts of Creation. Everything we need to
live a good life is here on Mother Earth. For all the love that is still around
us, we gather our minds together as one and send our choicest words of
greetings and thanks to the Creator.
C: Now our minds are one.
A: We have now arrived at the place where we end our words. Of all the
things we have named, it is not our intention to leave anything out. If
something was forgotten, we leave it to each individual to send such
greetings and thanks in their own way.
C: Now our minds are one.
*Exchange of Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Announcements
All events & announcements may be found in the back of the bulletin.
Offering
Please feel free to put cash or check in the offering plate. You can also donate through a text
donation by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673.
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