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Our Purpose
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love
and grace and challenges injustice.
Our Guiding Principles
1.
2.
3.
4.

All of God’s creation is sacred.
We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection.
We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable.
We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and
God.
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action.
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles.

Our Vision
Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kingdom in its beautiful
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one
another. In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved
community.

Worship attracts and gathers a range of people with various services and styles, engaging
the community in a depth of traditional practices and creative endeavors.
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of Jesus Christ, embracing scripture
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and
question our faith.
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of openness to what
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community,
country, and world.
Hospitality is how we—each of us—extend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city,
growing our community and engaging all of God's children, from the powerless to the
powerful.
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of life, in celebration and sorrow.
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Worship Volunteers:

Welcome to worship at Luther Place!

Greeter/Ushers: Bekka Meyer
Assisting Minister: Kathryn Perry
Reader: Laurel Curry
Communion Assistants: Michael Sonnenberg & Kimball-Eayrs Family
Counters: Ann Hill & Christiana Lundholm
Friends of the Feast: Tara Hogan
Live-Broadcasting: Patrick Callahan
Staff Lead: Kristen Kane

Luther Place Staff

Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor
[seniorpastor@lutherplace.org]
Xavier Williamson, Congregation Administrator
[operations@lutherplace.org]
Kristen Kane, New Connections Coach
[kristen@lutherplace.org]
Bianca Vazquez, Steinbruck Center Director
[steinbruckcenterdirector@lutherplace.org]
Sarah Johnson, Steinbruck Center Learning Coordinator
[steinbruckcenter@lutherplace.org]
Krista Sickert-Bush,
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
[youthandfamilies@lutherplace.org]
Israel Avila, Property Manager
[property@lutherplace.org]
Roni Lopez, Custodial Assistant
[custodian@lutherplace.org]
Justin Fitch, Music Director
[music@lutherplace.org]
Nancy White, Office Volunteer
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Are you a guest? If so, here are some things you might like to know…
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The
cards can be placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your
presence and hope you will join us again.
We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us
on social media. You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on
facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to
keep up the conversation.
Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage
has two floors available. Please ask an usher for a parking voucher. Your reimbursement
of the cost of $5 per use will be greatly appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking
spots in the circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with mobility issues and
their drivers. We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available
inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place.
A children’s nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located
within the chapel by the entrance on N Street. There is a baby changing area in the nursery.
Children’s church bags are located in the back of the Sanctuary. The activity bags are for
kids of all ages; they include crayons, a coloring book, books to read, etc. Please help
children use these materials for doodling rather than the gift envelopes and prayer cards.
Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website:
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.
In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation.
Here at Luther Place, we love to sing! We like to explore a diversity of
music, though much of it comes from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Hymnal (ELW). This hymnal holds service music in the first half and
hymns in the second half. The service music can be found with the small
page numbers at the bottom of each page. The hymns can be found using the large numbers at the top of each page. We also use hymns from This Far by Faith Hymnal (TFF),
the Lutheran African American hymnal.
References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect your
understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited to sing
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue.
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GATHERING

Prelude America, the Beautiful

arr. John H. Head & Sue Mitchell-Wallace
Collin Bradley & Jacob Nordman, trumpet

Welcome
We welcome you to worship today! If you are a visitor, please fill out a welcome card at the
ends of the pews, and put in offering plate or give to an usher.
Confession:
P: Holy God

Term Expires 2021:
Tanay Tatum-Edwards, Elizabeth Ellis, Jay Forth, Thomas Randall,
& Doug Walter
Make sure you stop outside on 14th Street & look at the newly painted
Pride Doors. Please post a picture on social media and tag
#RainbowAffirmation #GodsDoorsAreOpenToAll #RainbowHospitality

C: When we have had power, we forgot what it is for.
We raised ourselves further up.
We have not used our gifts to speak truth to power in love, to lift up the
voices of those beaten down.
When we have been weak, we have let ourselves be told we were
broken beyond repair, and forgot the promise that each of us is Your
child, made in Your image.
We have listened to the siren song of the world that says what we get
is what we deserve.
We have forgotten your grace.
In this space, remind us.
P: Hear the good news! God has not watched from far away, but has come near
to be with us, to free us from our pain, and to offer us new life. God has
declared that we are not separate, but children of one family,
united in Jesus our lord.
C: Amen. Alleluia!
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SoulFiesta—Community block party—Sunday, July 22 (notice this year
we are testing out hosting it on a Sunday!) our annual block party to build
community across unlikely relationships, meet our neighbors, celebrate
summertime, play together, and highlight ways for continued connection
through music, food, arts, and games for all ages. If you would like to volunteer or have ideas please contact Kristen
at Kristen@lutherplace.org.

*Gathering Song: When Jesus Went to Egypt

Music of the Summer!
• What songs make you want to dance?
• What are your go to sing-along songs?
• What songs are on your top 5?
We want to hear from you!
Help us make the SoulFiesta play list by
giving us names of songs and artists that
you love. In the back of the Sanctuary
you can drop your song ideas in the box!
GenOut Camp, July 16-20 - GenOUT, the DC area's only choral ensemble
for LGBTQ+ and allied youth, will be hosting its 4th annual day camp
Congregational Council Leaders:
Each year at the congregation’s annual meeting, five council members are
elected to serve a three-year term. The current council members are:
Term Expires 2019:
Patrick Callahan, Christina Davis, Ann Hill, Tara Hogan,
& Elizabeth Mountenay
Term Expires 2020:
Candace Lilyquist, Christiana Lundholm, Einar Olsen, Kate Wulff,
& Michael Wendt
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all
C: And also with you.
*Kyrie:

DC Brau Party, July 19, 6:30 pm
Pastor Karen Brau and Ed Miller will host the congregation, especially the
20s/30s, and Embrace, LGBTQ at the Parsonage for an evening of grilling and
DC Brau Beer. Non-alcoholic beverages, grilled meat, and veggie burgers will be
served. Guests are asked to bring a side dish to share. There will be no formal
discussion - just good food, good drink, and community!
Support ArtSmart Summer Camp
Our annual summer camp starts tomorrow!!! Camp needs lots of food and art
supply donations. Please consider donating items—list can be found on our website. ArtSmart Summer Camp is a community-based summer camp for children
in the Logan Circle neighborhood that otherwise do not have access to summer
enrichment programs. ArtSmart camp focuses on the arts as a way to build community, inspire learning, and encourage big dreams. You can text give or place
donations in the offering labeled “ArtSmart.”
What was the best part of summer for you as a kid!?—engage the interactive
art display in the back and get connected to the energy of camp!
Summer Camp Sunday—Sunday, July 22—during worship we will celebrate
the summer camp youth and volunteers—much of the campers’ artwork will be
displayed and after worship service we will continue the celebration with
SoulFiesta!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, we pray for:
Candace Lilyquist’s father, Lolita Mitchell’s uncle, Baby Elliot, Rita Lewis,
Sound leadership in turbulent times, families traumatized at the border
and children separated from their parents.
Congregational Offering
May 2018
Budgeted: $35,000
Actual: $28,185

YTD as of 05/31/18
Budgeted: $218,000
Actual: $206,681

Pastor Karen Sabbatical, September-November 2018
Pastor Karen will go on sabbatical later this year. Please see website for a
blog on Sabbath Care!
Adult Spiritual Formation, 9:15 am - We explore, "Windows into the Beloved Community." Please join us in the Library.

Sacred Commons Gardening
Occasional Thursday night and regular Sundays after worship! Please meet
Ed Miller at the back of the Sanctuary and bring your own gloves if you
have them.
Summer Break—no 1st Sunday Breakfast for July and August
—we will restart this ministry of fellowship and hospitality in September
Wise Elders Brunch Sunday July 15 - following the 10:30 service. We
welcome this time for inter-generational fellowship and discussions around
our personal faith journeys. Many of our wise elders were congregants at
Luther Place in 1968 and witnessed the DC riots in response to
the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Their visions and actions formed the beginnings of our modern urban ministry. Please RSVP to
the church office or to Susan Boyle, suejaye@hotmail.com
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*Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…
C: Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING
Lamentations 3:22-33
22The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;
23they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
24“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will hope in him.”
25The LORD is good to those who wait for him,
to the soul that seeks him.
26It is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the LORD.
27It is good for one to bear
the yoke in youth,
28to sit alone in silence
when the Lord has imposed it,
29to put one’s mouth to the dust
(there may yet be hope),
30to give one’s cheek to the smiter,
and be filled with insults.
31For the Lord will not
reject forever.
32Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love;
33for he does not willingly afflict
or grieve anyone.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

C: Thanks be to God
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Psalm 30 (Read Responsively)
1I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
2O LORD my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
3You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
4Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
6While I felt secure, I said,
“I shall never be disturbed.
7You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
8I cried to you, O LORD;
I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
9“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
10Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me;
O LORD, be my helper.”
11You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
12Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.
Second Reading:
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
7Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost
eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous
undertaking.
8I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love
against the earnestness of others. 9For you know the generous act of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that
by his poverty you might become rich. 10And in this matter I am giving my
8

SENDING

*Sending Song: TFBF—We Shall Overcome

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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Communion Song: ELW 486 God Extends an Invitation
*Table Blessing
P: May we who have fed at Wisdom’s table take her welcome out to where
tables are reserved and doors are closed; may the Spirit drive us to break
our bread on the altar of the world.
C: Amen.
*Prayer after Communion
A: May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of
faith and hope.
C: Amen.

advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something
but even to desire to do something—11now finish doing it, so that your
eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. 12For if
the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—not
according to what one does not have. 13I do not mean that there should be
relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance
between 14your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may
be for your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. 15As it is written,
“The one who had much did not have too much,
and the one who had little did not have too little.”
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

C: Thanks be to God!

*Gospel Acclamation: Aleluya
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*HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark

Mark 5:21-43
C: Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd
gathered around him; and he was by the sea. 22Then one of the leaders of the
synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet 23and
begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and
lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” 24So he went
with him.
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. 25Now there was a
woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. 26She had
endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she
was no better, but rather grew worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, and came up
behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28for she said, “If I but touch
his clothes, I will be made well.” 29Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and
she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30Immediately aware that
power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said,
“Who touched my clothes?” 31And his disciples said to him, “You see the
crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 32He looked
all around to see who had done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had
happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told
him the whole truth. 34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well;
go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”
35While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to
say, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” 36But
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not
fear, only believe.” 37He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and
John, the brother of James. 38When they came to the house of the leader of the
synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39When he
had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep? The
child is not dead but sleeping.” 40And they laughed at him. Then he put them all
outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him,
and went in where the child was. 41He took her by the hand and said to her,

*Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)
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Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

*Table Blessing (Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church)
P: May we who have fed at Wisdom’s table take her welcome out to where tables
are reserved and doors are closed; may the Spirit drive us to break our bread
on the altar of the world.
C: Amen.
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus gathered with his
faltering friends for a meal that tasted of freedom.
He took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to them, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
We remember that night Jesus spent with his friends, and we feel his presence
with us now. We ask God, through the Holy Spirit to bless these gifts we
offer and share, making them Christ for us, and making us into Christ’s holy
body. Together with all the church, we give you thanks: Creator, Redeemer,
Spirit of love. Bind us together. Open our hearts. Grant us peace.
C: Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Distribution
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. Ushers will direct you to the
correct station. We use two cups; one with wine and the other with juice. You may either dip the
bread into the cup (intinction) or eat the bread first and drink from the cup. Gluten-free wafers
are available on the altar. Return to your seat using the exterior aisles.
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“Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” 42And immediately the girl
got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they
were overcome with amazement. 43He strictly ordered them that no one
should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.
P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Jesus is late!
Rev. Karen Brau
Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged!
Please use #FollowingJesus #RealChurch and don’t forget to tag
@LutherPlace and @KarenBrau.
*Hymn of the Day: ELW #887—Please take this home and consider
these words this week.
This is my song, O God of all the nations,
a song of peace for lands afar and mine;
this is my home, the country where my heart is;
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine:
but other hearts in other lands are beating
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
My country's skies are bluer than the ocean,
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine;
but other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine:
O hear my song, thou God of all the nations,
a song of peace for their land and for mine.
This is my song, O God of all the nations,
a prayer that peace transcends in every place;
and yet I pray for my beloved country -the reassurance of continued grace:
Lord, help us find our one-ness in the Savior,
in spite of differences of age and race.
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*Sanctus
May truth and freedom come to every nation;
may peace abound where strife has raged so long;
that each may seek to love and build together,
a world united, righting every wrong;
a world united in its love for freedom,
proclaiming peace together in one song.
Holy Baptism

ELW —front of book page 227

Response: Welcome, Child of God
*Prayers of the People
A: Growing in faith and discipleship, we give thanks for God’s merciful
compassion as we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
A: ….Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
*Exchange of Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
12

C: And also with you.
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*Offering Prayer
A: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and
satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
C: Amen.
MEAL
*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

May peace with with you;
may God’s peace be now with you.
Announcements
All events & announcements may be found in the back of the bulletin.
Offering
Please feel free to put cash or check in the offering plate. You can also donate through a text
donation by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673.
Offering Song: ELW 185 Create in Me a Clean Heart

P: Lifegiving God. We thank you, divine Seamstress For you never stop
creating. From the dawn of time, to our mother’s womb, even in the age to
come, Your creativity is as endless as eternity. Today you are knitting us
your people Into a garment of many colors.
Therefore, with Joseph and all of Israel’s children, With the confused
disciples and the Ethiopian eunuch, With all who have shown us your way,
All who have gone before us, And all those we gather with this day, We
praise your name:
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