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Our Purpose 
Godõs purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive 
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospelõs transforming love 
and grace and challenges injustice. 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. All of Godõs creation is sacred. 
2. We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection. 
3. We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable. 
4. We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and 

God. 
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action. 
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles. 

 
Our Vision 

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like Godõs kingdom in its beautiful 
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one 
another.  In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved  
community. 
 
Worship attracts and gathers a range of  people with various services and styles, engaging 
the community in a depth of  traditional practices and creative endeavors. 
 
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of  Jesus Christ, embracing scripture 
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and 
question our faith. 
 
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of  openness to what 
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community, 
country, and world. 
 
Hospitality  is how weñeach of  usñextend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city, 
growing our community and engaging all of  God's children, from the powerless to the 
powerful. 
 
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of   
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of  life, in celebration and sorrow.          

 

 

25 



 

 

24 

 
 
 
 

Worship Volunteers:  

Greeter/Ushers:  Bekka Meyer  
Assisting Minister: Kathryn Perry 
Reader: Laurel Curry 
Communion Assistants: Michael Sonnenberg & Kimball-Eayrs Family  
Counters: Ann Hill & Christiana Lundholm 
Friends of  the Feast: Tara Hogan 
Live-Broadcasting: Patrick Callahan 
Staff  Lead: Kristen Kane  

 

Luther Place Staff  

Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor 
[seniorpastor@lutherplace.org] 
Xavier Williamson, Congregation Administrator  
[operations@lutherplace.org] 
Kristen Kane, New Connections Coach 
[kristen@lutherplace.org] 
Bianca Vazquez, Steinbruck Center Director  
[steinbruckcenterdirector@lutherplace.org]  
Sarah Johnson, Steinbruck Center Learning Coordinator 
[steinbruckcenter@lutherplace.org] 
Krista Sickert-Bush,  
Director of  Youth & Family Ministries  
[youthandfamilies@lutherplace.org]  
Israel Avila, Property Manager 
[property@lutherplace.org] 
Roni Lopez, Custodial Assistant 
[custodian@lutherplace.org] 
Justin Fitch, Music Director 
[music@lutherplace.org] 
Nancy White, Office Volunteer 
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place! 
 

Are you a guest?  If so, here are some things you might like to knowé 
 

Please fill out a card to let us know who you areñweõd love to be in touch with you! The 
cards can be placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your  
presence and hope you will join us again.  

 

Weõd love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us 
on social media. Youõre welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on  

 facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to 
keep up the conversation.  
 

Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage 
has two floors available. Please ask an usher for a parking voucher. Your reimbursement 
of the cost of $5 per use will be greatly appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking 
spots in the circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with mobility issues and 
their drivers. We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available 
inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place. 

 

A childrenõs nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located 
within the chapel by the entrance on N Street. There is a baby changing area in the nursery. 

 

Childrenõs church bags are located in the back of the Sanctuary. The activity bags are for 
kids of all ages; they include crayons, a coloring book, books to read, etc. Please help  
children use these materials for doodling rather than the gift envelopes and prayer cards. 

 

Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website: 
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.  

 

In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.  
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation. 
 

Here at Luther Place, we love to sing! We like to explore a diversity of 
music, though much of it comes from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Hymnal (ELW). This hymnal holds service music in the first half and 
hymns in the second half. The service music can be found with the small 

page numbers at the bottom of each page. The hymns can be found using the large num-
bers at the top of each page. We also use hymns from This Far by Faith Hymnal (TFF), 
the  Lutheran African American hymnal. 

 

References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As 
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect your  
understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited to sing 
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lordõs Prayer, in your native tongue. 

http://www.lutherplace.org/sermons
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Prelude America, the Beautiful       arr. John H. Head & Sue Mitchell-Wallace 
           Collin Bradley & Jacob Nordman, trumpet 
Welcome 
We welcome you to worship today! If  you are a visitor, please fill out a welcome card at the 
ends of  the pews, and put in offering plate or give to an usher.  
 

Confession:  
P: Holy God 

C: When we have had power, we forgot what it is for.  
We raised ourselves further up.  
We have not used our gifts to speak truth to power in love, to lift up the 
voices of  those beaten down.  
When we have been weak, we have let ourselves be told we were 
broken beyond repair, and forgot the promise that each of  us is Your 
child, made in Your image.  
We have listened to the siren song of  the world that says what we get 
is what we deserve.  
We have forgotten your grace.  
In this space, remind us.  

P: Hear the good news! God has not watched from far away, but has come near 
to be with us, to free us from our pain, and to offer us new life. God has 
declared that we are not separate, but children of  one family,  
united in Jesus our lord.  

C: Amen. Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING  
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Term Expires 2021: 
Tanay Tatum-Edwards, Elizabeth Ellis, Jay Forth, Thomas Randall,  
& Doug Walter 

 
Make sure you stop outside on 14th Street & look at the newly painted 
Pride Doors. Please post a picture on social media and tag 
#RainbowAffirmation #GodsDoorsAreOpenToAll #RainbowHospitality  
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SoulFiestañCommunity block partyñSunday, July 22 (notice this year 
we are testing out hosting it on a Sunday!) our annual block party to build  
community across unlikely relationships, meet our neighbors, celebrate  
summertime, play together, and highlight ways for continued connection 
through music, food, arts, and games for all ages. If  you would like to volun-
teer or have ideas please contact Kristen 
at Kristen@lutherplace.org.  
 

Music of  the Summer! 
¶ What songs make you want to dance?  
¶ What are your go to sing-along songs?  
¶ What songs are on your top 5?  
 

We want to hear from you! 
Help us make the SoulFiesta play list by 
giving us names of  songs and artists that 
you love.  In the back of  the Sanctuary 
you can drop your song ideas in the box! 
 

 
GenOut Camp, July 16-20 - GenOUT, the DC area's only choral ensemble 
for LGBTQ+ and allied youth, will be hosting its 4th annual day camp  
 

 
Congregational Council Leaders: 
Each year at the congregationõs annual meeting, five council members are 
elected to serve a three-year term. The current council members are: 
 
Term Expires 2019:  
Patrick Callahan, Christina Davis, Ann Hill, Tara Hogan,  
& Elizabeth Mountenay 
 
Term Expires 2020:  
Candace Lilyquist, Christiana Lundholm, Einar Olsen, Kate Wulff,  
& Michael Wendt 
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*Gathering Song: When Jesus Went to Egypt  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


