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Our Purpose
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love
and grace and challenges injustice.
Our Guiding Principles
1.
2.
3.
4.

All of God’s creation is sacred.
We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection.
We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable.
We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and
God.
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action.
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles.

Our Vision
Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kingdom in its beautiful
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one
another. In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved
community.

Our Community, Our Property - Our August Property Committee meeting will be
Monday, August 6th at 6pm. All are welcome and we would love for you to join us.

Special Service Project Opportunity: - August 7, 8 and 9, from 8am to 2pm, we
are offering an intergenerational project at Luther Place. We will finish the rain
garden and create a path to the Dorothy Day door.. Please think about joining the
effort for one or all of the days. The project will be led by Ed Miller. RSVP
Seniorpastor@Lutherpalce.org, or speak to Ed in person
United to Love Rally, August 12, 11 am - Join people of faith from 11 am to 3 pm
on the National Mall near 4th Street NW (unitedtolove.org). This will be a time to
speak out against white supremacy with a message of love and justice.
Contact Protest and Movements Committee members : Einar Olsen at
es.olsen8@gmail.com or Jay Forth at julian.n.forth@gmail.com.
20s/30s Visit to Anacostia Community Museum - The 20s/30s group will spend
Saturday morning, August 25, at the Anacostia Community Museum to visit "A Right
to the City" exhibit. Please email catherine.hinshaw16@gmail.com by August 12 for
details and to RSVP.

Worship attracts and gathers a range of people with various services and styles, engaging
the community in a depth of traditional practices and creative endeavors.
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of Jesus Christ, embracing scripture
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and
question our faith.
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of openness to what
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community,
country, and world.

Stop on 14th & see our 140th
Anniversary signs.
They tell a part of our
congregations story.
#LutherPlace140th

Hospitality is how we—each of us—extend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city,
growing our community and engaging all of God's children, from the powerless to the
powerful.
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of life, in celebration and sorrow.
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Dismissal
A: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, we pray for:
Cheryl Barnes, on the death of her brother, Calvin. Lolita Mitchell on the death
of her uncle. For those in need of healing, Baby Elliot, Rita Lewis, All elders,
for those feeling alone, All facing healing from surgery, All coping with mental
illness, Sound leadership in turbulent times, families traumatized at the border
and children separated from their parents.
Congregational Offering
June 2018
YTD as of 06/30/18
Budgeted: $35,000
Budgeted: $253,000
Actual: $36,276
Actual: $2042,957
Pastor Karen Sabbatical, September-November 2018
Pastor Karen will go on sabbatical later this year. Please see website for a blog
on Sabbath Care! You may also visit www.gofundme.com/sabbatical-2018
Adult Spiritual Formation, 9:15 am - Kristen Kane is leading today's discussion in our series of Adult Spiritual Formation conversations on different topics
around the broader theme of “Hospitality, Loving Thy Neighbor and Welcoming the Stranger.” She will give a bit of history on the inspiration for starting
ArtSmart Summer Camp six years ago, and what that engagement means in our
beloved community.
Nursery/Childcare Announcement, 9:30 am - We offer expanded hospitality
this week. For the day, we are welcoming children of the parents who are part
of the Dulce Cooperative. To support this effort we will have extra help from
the DC Child Cooperative.
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place!
Are you a guest? If so, here are some things you might like to know…
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The
cards can be placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your
presence and hope you will join us again.
We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us
on social media. You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on
facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to
keep up the conversation.
Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage
has two floors available. Please ask an usher for a parking voucher. Your reimbursement
of the cost of $5 per use will be greatly appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking
spots in the circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with mobility issues and
their drivers. We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available
inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place.
A children’s nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located
within the chapel by the entrance on N Street. There is a baby changing area in the nursery.
Children’s church bags are located in the back of the Sanctuary. The activity bags are for
kids of all ages; they include crayons, a coloring book, books to read, etc. Please help
children use these materials for doodling rather than the gift envelopes and prayer cards.
Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website:
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.
In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation.
Here at Luther Place, we love to sing! We like to explore a diversity of
music, though much of it comes from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Hymnal (ELW). This hymnal holds service music in the first half and
hymns in the second half. The service music can be found with the small
page numbers at the bottom of each page. The hymns can be found using the large numbers at the top of each page. We also use hymns from This Far by Faith Hymnal (TFF),
the Lutheran African American hymnal.
References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect your
understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited to sing
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue.
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GATHERING

Prelude
We welcome you to worship today! If you are a visitor, please fill out a welcome card at the
ends of the pews, and put in offering plate or give to an usher. We use social media here Please check in and tag @LutherPlace and @LutherPlaceDC

SENDING

*Sending Song: TFBF 263 I'm a-Goin'-a Eat at the Welcome Table

Confession:
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
full of compassion and mercy,
abounding in steadfast love.
C: Amen.
P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness,
let us confess our sin against God and one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Eternal God our creator,
in you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children,
the work of your hands.
Forgive us all our offenses,
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you,
our refuge and our strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Christ died for us while we still were sinners;
and for his sake, God forgives you all your sins.
C: Amen.
4
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Communion Song: ELW 479 We Come to the Hungry Feast

*Gathering Song: ELW 461All Who Hunger, Gather Glady
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all
C: And also with you.
*Kyrie:

*Table Blessing
P: May we who have fed at Wisdom’s table take her welcome out to where tables
are reserved and doors are closed; may the Spirit drive us to break our bread
on the altar of the world.
C: Amen.
*Prayer after Communion
A: May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith
and hope.
C: Amen.
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*Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…
C: Amen.
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WORD

*Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

FIRST READING
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15
2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and
Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by
the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and
ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill
this whole assembly with hunger.”
4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for
you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In
that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not.”
9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the
Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your
complaining.’ ” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the
Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of
the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12“I
have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you
shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you
shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ”
13In

the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning
there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted,
there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as
frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another,
“What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is
the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.”
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
C: Thanks be to God
Psalm 78:23-29
23So God commanded the clouds above
and opened the doors of heaven,
24raining down manna upon them to eat
and giving them grain from heaven.
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Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

*Table Blessing (Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church)
P: May we who have fed at Wisdom’s table take her welcome out to where
tables are reserved and doors are closed; may the Spirit drive us to break
our bread on the altar of the world.
C: Amen.
15

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus gathered with his
faltering friends for a meal that tasted of freedom.
He took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to them, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
We remember that night Jesus spent with his friends, and we feel his
presence with us now. We ask God, through the Holy Spirit to bless these
gifts we offer and share, making them Christ for us, and making us into
Christ’s holy body. Together with all the church, we give you thanks:
Creator, Redeemer, Spirit of love. Bind us together. Open our hearts.
Grant us peace.
C: Amen.
*Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and
forever.
Amen.
Distribution
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. Ushers will direct you to
the correct station. We use two cups; one with wine and the other with juice. You may either
dip the bread into the cup (intinction) or eat the bread first and drink from the cup. Gluten
-free wafers are available on the altar. Return to your seat using the exterior aisles.
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25So

mortals ate the bread of angels;
God provided for them food enough.
26The LORD caused the east wind to blow in the heavens
and powerfully led out the south wind,
27raining down flesh upon them like dust
and flying birds like the sand of the seas,
28letting them fall in the midst of the camp
and round about the dwellings.
29So the people ate and were well filled,
for God gave them what they craved
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
C: Thanks be to God!
SECOND READING
Ephesians 4:1-16
1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through
all and in all.
7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s
gift. 8Therefore it is said,
“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;
he gave gifts to his people.”
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also
descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same
one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all
things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to
the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s
7

trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love,
we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it
is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in
building itself up in love.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

*Sanctus

C: Thanks be to God!

*Gospel Acclamation: TFBF 25 Halle Halle Halle
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*Offering Prayer
A: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and
satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
C: Amen.
MEAL
*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: Lifegiving God. We thank you, divine Seamstress For you never stop
creating. From the dawn of time, to our mother’s womb, even in the
age to come, Your creativity is as endless as eternity.
Today you are knitting us your people Into a garment of many colors.
Therefore, with Joseph and all of Israel’s children, With the confused
disciples and the Ethiopian eunuch, With all who have shown us your way,
All who have gone before us, And all those we gather with this day, We
praise your name:
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*HOLY GOSPEL
John 6:24-35
P: The Holy Gospel according to John
C: Glory to you, O Lord
24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the
sea,] they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for
Jesus.
25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him,
“Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell
you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate
your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the
food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is
on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What
must we do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is
the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to
him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and
believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in
the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to
eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who
gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true
bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread
always.”
35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Body Building
Rev. Karen Brau
Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged!
Please use #FollowingJesus #RealChurch and don’t forget to tag
@LutherPlace and @KarenBrau.
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*Hymn of the Day: Come, You Hungry Ones
Each Sunday this month, we will be singing one of many hymn texts written by Carolyn
Gillette. Co-pastor of Overbrook Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, Carolyn combines
time-honored tunes with new texts, often related to issues we face today. Her hymns have been
sung by thousands of congregations around the world and can be found at carolynshymns.com.
DESMOND ("Kum ba Yah")
"Come, you hungry ones," Jesus said.
"Come to me and know: I am Bread!
Come, you weary ones; you are blest!
In me, find your rest."
Hear our cry, O God, hear our prayer!
Heal the ones who know deep despair;
Mend the broken ones from their pain.
Make them whole again.

*Exchange of Peace

Arabic: Sa la - mun, Sa - la - mun, Sa - la - mun Kul - la heen!
(translit.)
Enghsh: May peace be with you; may God's peace be now with you!
Announcements
All events & announcements may be found in the back of the bulletin.
Offering
Please feel free to put cash or check in the offering plate. You can also donate through a text
donation by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673.
Offering Song: ELW 185 Create in Me a Clean Heart

God, we need you, too, so we pray:
Give us life and health every day.
Give us joy and peace, trusting you.
In Christ, make us new.
We are changed, O Lord, by your grace;
We are healed and sent from this place.
Through your Spirit's gifts, may we share
Your love everywhere.
*Prayers of the People
A: Trusting in our loving and almighty God who abundantly provides the bread
of life to all who hunger, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.
A: ….Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
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