Worship Volunteers:

HOSPITALITY + WORSHIP + SPIRITUAL GROWTH + JUSTICE + COMMUNITY CARE

Greeter/Ushers: Esther Etoundi & Matt Olin
Assisting Minister: Michael Sonnenberg
Reader: Dick Rortvedt
Communion Assistants: Paul Ramshaw & Congregation Volunteers
Counters: Council Members
Friends of the Feast: Tara Hogan
Coffee House Lead: Catherine Kimball-Eayrs
Live-Broadcasting: Patrick Callahan
Staff Lead: Council Members

Luther Place Staff
Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor
[seniorpastor@lutherplace.org]
Xavier Williamson, Congregation Administrator
[operations@lutherplace.org]
Kristen Kane, New Connections Coach
[kristen@lutherplace.org]
Bianca Vazquez, Steinbruck Center Director
[steinbruckcenterdirector@lutherplace.org]
Sarah Johnson, Steinbruck Center Learning
Coordinator
[steinbruckcenter@lutherplace.org]
Justin Fitch, Music Director
[music@lutherplace.org]
Nancy White, Office Volunteer

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Procession in Honor of People Who Died While Experiencing Homelessness this Year

DECEMBER 23, 2018
10:30 AM Service of Communion
Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor
Luther Place Memorial Church
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Our Purpose
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love
and grace and challenges injustice.
Our Guiding Principles
1.
2.
3.
4.

All of God’s creation is sacred.
We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection.
We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable.
We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and
God.
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action.
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles.

Our Vision
In 2017, Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kingdom in its
beautiful expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one
another. In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved
community.
Worship attracts and gathers a range of people with various services and styles, engaging
the community in a depth of traditional practices and creative endeavors.
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of Jesus Christ, embracing scripture
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and
question our faith.
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of openness to what
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community,
country, and world.
Hospitality is how we—each of us—extend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city,
growing our community and engaging all of God's children, from the powerless to the
powerful.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, we pray for those in need of healing; Nancy White, Ann Hill, Vronna
Endahl, Lolly Stuart. All elders, all feeling alone; all facing healing from
surgery; all coping with mental illness. Sound leadership in turbulent times,
and all children separated from their parents.
Congregational Offering
November 2018 YTD as of 11/30/18
Budgeted: $35,000
Budgeted: $424,000
Actual: $35,864
Actual: $407,632
Church Office Closed - In honor of the holiday’s the church office will be
closed Monday, December 24th until Tuesday, January 1st. We will open to
regular business hours on Wednesday, January 2, 2019. We pray that each of
you has an amazing Christmas and a stunning New Year. Happy Holiday’s
from the LP Staff!

Please Donate—Every year we order poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary.
Please consider donating this year for this effort. We also invite you to give us
names of people you memorialize, or honor, with your donation. Please email
names to Xavier Williamson at Operations@lutherplace.org. Our goal is $400.
Mission of the Moment: Steinbruck Center - Support the transition of
our hostel and its new expanded capacity for hospitality at Luther Place.
Donate at the back of the sanctuary, or find the link on our Facebook page
and website.
Christmas Eve Services, Mon., Dec. 24 - 5:00 p.m. (Childcare Provided)
and 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Service, Tue., Dec. 25 - 10 am Worship

Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of life, in celebration and sorrow.
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SENDING
*Sending Song: TFF 37 He Came Down

Welcome to worship at Luther Place!
Are you a guest? If so, here are some things you might like to know…
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are - we’d love to be in touch with you! The
cards can be placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your
presence and hope you will join us again.
Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage
has two floors available. When you enter the garage, please keep the ticket you receive and a green
ticket from an usher; BOTH tickets are needed to leave the garage. Your reimbursement of the cost
of $5 per ticket will be greatly appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in
the circle driveway on Vermont for use by those with mobility issues and their drivers.
We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available inside the
Vermont entrance.
A children’s nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located
within the chapel by the entrance on N Street.
Children’s church bags are located in the back of the Sanctuary. The activity bags are for
kids of all ages; they include crayons, a coloring book, books to read, etc. Please help
children use these materials for doodling rather than the gift envelopes and prayer cards.

Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website:
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.
In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.
P= Pastor; A= Assisting Minister; C= Congregation.
Here at Luther Place, we love to sing!

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude
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We like to explore a diversity of music, though much of it comes from the
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal (ELW-RED BOOK). This
hymnal holds service music in the first half and hymns in the second half.
The service music can be found with the small page numbers at the bottom
of each page. The hymns can be found using the large numbers at the top of
each page. We also use hymns from This Far by Faith Hymnal (TFF), the
Lutheran African American hymnal.
References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that
reflect your understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also
invited to sing hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your
native tongue.
3

GATHERING

*Communion Song: ELW 247 Come Now, O Prince of Peace

Prelude
Welcome
We welcome you to worship today! If you are a visitor, please fill out a welcome card at the
ends of the pews. During Communion, you will have a chance to light candles at the front to
guide your prayer.
*Hymn of Praise: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Table Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.
*Prayer after Communion
A: Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted
again on your endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our
lives, that we may be messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of justice
and righteousness, and bearers of your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus
Christ.
C: Amen.
4
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Distribution
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. Ushers will direct you to the
correct station. We use two cups; one with wine and the other with juice. You may either dip the
bread into the cup (intinction) or eat the bread first and drink from the cup. Gluten-free wafers
are available on the altar. Return to your seat using the exterior aisles.
*Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

Today we participate in the Homeless Memorial Commemoration. We remember all the
persons who have died within the last year. The city-wide event was held at Luther Place on
Tuesday, Dec. 21st.
Homeless Memorial Procession in silence
A: We may have crossed your path during the day. Saw you standing or sitting
in the midst of the crowd watching others move along to destinations
unknown.
You could be that man or that woman who needed medical attention.
Attention that would have saved your life. You might have been one of the
people who were victimized by the cruelty of nature.
I don't know your name. I don't honestly know if I have even had an
encounter with you. I have no knowledge of where your final resting place
is. Or if the people who knew you are even aware that you have died.

But on this day, as we prepare for the upcoming Holy Days, we stop and
take a moment to remember that you were a human being who died on the
streets of this city. We remember that you were someone’s daughter or son,
mother or father, sister or brother, their niece or nephew, a cousin and a
friend. Your lack of a home does not alter those human ties. Your lack of
material and creature comforts entangled your life and eventually took you
away. Names of those who have died will now be read...
Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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P: Let us pray. Loving God we lift up the people named into your hands of
mercy. We remember those buried before us and thank you for this
opportunity to celebrate their lives. As we remember those who passed away
this year who were experiencing homelessness, we thank you for advocates
who in solidarity work to create a better world here on earth to bring your
kingdom to us. Thank you for your presence among us. In Jesus’ name we
pray.
C: Amen.
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*Gathering Song: The Candle of Hope

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: O God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all
humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news
to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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*Sanctus: ELW 525 You are Holy, You are Whole

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we
may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING
Micah 5:2-5a
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5aand he shall be the one of peace.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

14

C: Thanks be to God!
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SECOND READING
Hebrews 10:5-10
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and
offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt
offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘See, God,
I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of
me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered
according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that
we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

MEAL

*The Great Thanksgiving

C: Thanks be to God!

*Gospel Acclamation: TFF 40 My Lord, What a Morning

P: It is indeed right…

*HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke

Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]
C: Glory to you, O Lord

39In

those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes
8
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Offering Song: ELW 262 Wait for the Lord

*Offering Prayer
A: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we
care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and
Lord.
C: Amen.

to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [
46And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon: Holy Hopes

Rev. Karen Brau

Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged!
Please use #FollowingJesus #RealChurch and don’t forget to tag
@LutherPlace and @KarenBrau.
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*Hymn of the Day: There Is a Longing

*Prayers of the People
A: Gracious God, hear our song
C:

*Exchange of Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Announcements
All events & announcements may be found in the back of the bulletin.
Offering
Please feel free to put cash or check in the offering plate. You can also
donate through a text donation by texting the dollar amount to
+12028166673. To the right is the QR code for the giving portal.
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