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Our Purpose
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive community, led
by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love and grace and challenges
injustice.

Our Guiding Principles
1.
2.
3.
4.

All of God’s creation is sacred.
We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection.
We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable.
We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and
God.
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action.
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles.

Our Vision
In 2017, Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kingdom in its
beautiful expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one
another. In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved
community.
Worship attracts and gathers a range of people with various services and styles, engaging
the community in a depth of traditional practices and creative endeavors.
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of Jesus Christ, embracing scripture
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and
question our faith.
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of openness to what
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community,
country, and world.

Worship Volunteers:
Greeter/Ushers: Bekka Meyer & Kirk Sander
Assisting Minister: Wendy Mayer
Reader: Paul Ramshaw
Communion Assistants: Luther Place Members
Counters: Council Members
Friends of the Feast: Faith Korbel
Coffee House Lead: Live-Broadcasting: Patrick Callahan
Staff Lead: Council Members

Luther Place Staff
Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor
[seniorpastor@lutherplace.org]
Xavier Williamson, Congregation Administrator
[operations@lutherplace.org]
Kristen Kane, New Connections Coach
[kristen@lutherplace.org]
Bianca Vazquez, Steinbruck Center Director
[steinbruckcenterdirector@lutherplace.org]
Sarah Johnson, Steinbruck Center Learning Coordinator
[steinbruckcenter@lutherplace.org]
Justin Fitch, Music Director
[music@lutherplace.org]
Nancy White, Office Volunteer

Hospitality is how we - each of us - extend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city,
growing our community and engaging all of God's children, from the powerless to the
powerful.
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of life, in celebration and sorrow.
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place!
Are you a guest? If so, here are some things you might like to know…
Please fill out a Welcome Card to let us know who you are - we’d love to be in touch with
you! The cards can be placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by
your presence and hope you will join us again.
Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage
has two floors available. When you enter the garage, please keep the ticket you receive and a green
ticket from an usher; BOTH tickets are needed to leave the garage. Your reimbursement of the cost
of $5 per ticket will be greatly appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in
the circle driveway on Vermont for use by those with mobility issues and their drivers.
We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available inside the
Vermont entrance.
A children’s nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located
within the Chapel by the entrance on N Street.
Children’s church bags are located in the back of the Sanctuary. The activity bags are for
kids of all ages; they include crayons, a coloring book, books to read, etc. Please help
children use these materials for doodling rather than the gift envelopes and prayer cards.

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God!

Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website:
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.
In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.
P= Pastor; A= Assisting Minister; C= Congregation.

THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH US TODAY!
Please join us tomorrow for Christmas Day Worship at 10:00 am.
Next Sunday, December 30, we worship at 10:30 am, followed by a New
Year’s Brunch at the Luther Place Parsonage. The Parsonage is located at
1325 Vermont Avenue, NW, apartment #1. YOU ARE INVITED!
On January 6, 2019, we celebrate the Epiphany and 3 Kings Day with an
intergenerational party at 9:00 am, followed by a processional worship at
10:30 am.
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Here at Luther Place, we love to sing!
We like to explore a diversity of music, though much of it comes from the
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal (ELW-RED BOOK). This
hymnal holds service music in the first half and hymns in the second half.
The service music can be found with the small page numbers at the bottom
of each page. The hymns can be found using the large numbers at the top of
each page. We also use hymns from This Far by Faith Hymnal (TFF), the
Lutheran African American hymnal.
References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect your understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited to sing hymns
or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue.
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GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome
We welcome you to worship today! If you are a guest today, please fill out a Welcome Card
so that we can be in touch with you. You may return your Welcome Card to an Usher or
place it in the plate during the Offering. We are blessed by your presence.
Congregational Carol: ELW 283 “O Come All Ye Faithful”

*Table Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you
peace.
C: Amen.
*Prayer after Communion
A: God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As
you have come among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the
good news of your love. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING
*Candle Lighting
*Sending Song: ELW 281 “Silent Night”

Continued on next page
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Continued on next page
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Communion Song: ELW 296 “What Child is This?”

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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*Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

WORD
FIRST READING
Isaiah 9:2-7
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke
of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as
fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
do this.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

C: Thanks be to God!

Advent Lighting
A: We honor the gift of Advent by having an Advent wreath. There are four
candles on the wreath. We light a candle each week as we wait in grace for
the coming of Christ. And tonight we light the Christ candle.
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Distribution
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. Ushers will direct you to
the correct station. We use two cups; one with wine and the other with juice. You may either
dip the bread into the cup (intinction) or eat the bread first and drink from the cup. Gluten
-free wafers are available on the altar. Return to your seat using the exterior aisles.
Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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Thanksgiving at the Table
P: O God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us
far along the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but
guided us into the path of love and light. In every age you sent prophets to
make known your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the poor has
become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news
to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to
ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*Lord’s Prayer
Please feel free to pray whatever version of the Lord’s Prayer is most meaningful to you.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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*Hymn of Praise: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

*Introduction to The Christmas Story

We thank all our actors and dancers!
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Congregational Carol: ELW 267 “Joy to the World” (verses 1 &2 )
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*Sanctus: ELW 525 You are Holy, You are Whole
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*Exchange of Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Offering
Please feel free to put cash or check in the offering plate. You can also
donate through a text donation by texting the dollar amount to
+12028166673. To the right is the QR code for the giving portal.

*Offering Prayer
A: Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows
from the cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love come among
us, warm us to extend your care among the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’
name we pray.
C: Amen.

SECOND READING
Luke 2:1-7
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

C: Thanks be to God!

Congregational Carol: ELW 294 In the Bleak Midwinter

MEAL
*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right…
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THIRD READING
Luke 2:8-14
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for
all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

C: Thanks be to God!

C: Angels we now hear on high. Who once led us o’er the plains. A cloud
of loved ones bending nigh, singing of God’s endless reign. Gloria in
excelsis Deo.
A: Countries are becoming unraveled by civil strife, intolerance, fear, and greed.
Let us turn our souls toward the Child who rules on Isaiah’s holy mountain: so
that lions and little lambs play together while humans lay down their weapons
and plow the earth to plant seeds of peace.
C: Savior of the nations, come with us as we work to set aside our fear of
failure and strive for myriad small partial victories that when multiplied
will strengthen the foundations for peace on earth and goodwill to all.
A: Emmanuel: God is with us. We are not alone. Even in times when Herod runs
wild. Let us renew our efforts to accept God’s grace through a tiny baby--rejoicing in the power of love to cast out fear from all who seek to hide
behind their possessions and power. Let us sing . . .
C: He came down that we may have love. He came down that we
may have grace. He came down that we may have joy. Hallelujah
forevermore.
A: On this holy night, let all of God’s people say…
C: Amen.
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FORTH READING

Luke 2:15-20

Congregational Carol: ELW 289 “Angels We Have Heard on High”
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the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.]
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

C: Thanks be to God!

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE: Hope Makes a Home
Pastor Karen Brau
Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged! Please use #Longing,
#Hope, #FollowingJesus, #RealChristmas and #Discipleship and don’t forget to
tag @LutherPlace and @KarenBrau..
*Prayers of the People
A: People look east, north, west, and south. In places near and far the heavens are
ripped open by bombs falling, by cries for mercy that are not heard. Let us redouble our efforts to bring peace with justice to our neighbors and thereby to
ourselves.
C: Away in mangers, no crib for their beds, are thousands of Your children.
Bless those in need with peace and safety tonight and throughout the
future.
A: Tonight, we offer prayers or lift up the names of those who are in need of
healing, support, and ministering angels. We name them aloud or silently pray
for Your help, Lord Jesus. We also take time to remember our beloved saints.
Hear us as we sing.
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