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GATHERING

“When the church hears the cry of the oppressed it cannot but denounce the
social structures that give rise to and perpetuate the misery from which the cry
arises.” - St. Oscar Romero, August 6, 1978.
Prelude: CONSOLATOR Come, Ye Disconsolate
Justin Fitch, organ

J. Bert Carlson

Welcome
We welcome you to worship today! We are a church that uses social media.
Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Feel free to post during worship using
#LutherPlace and @LutherPlace.
*Confession:
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who
calls into existence the things that do not exist.
C: Amen.

P: Gracious God,
C: O Lord for whom the night is as day, we confess our fear of the dark.
From childhood anxieties of monsters under the bed, to fears of
criminals hiding in darkened streets, we imagine the worst when we
cannot see. We admit that our fears run wild in our minds when we
feel vulnerable. Forgive us when we consciously make wasteful and
hurtful decisions based on irrational fears. Grant us the courage to
walk in the dark, to practice calming our fears and trusting your
presence even there. Teach us to walk in faith – the conviction of
things not seen – and not in fear. In the name of Jesus, who shines in
the darkness and is not overcome, amen.
P: Receive good news: God turns to you in love.
“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.
All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.
C: Amen.
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*Gathering Song: ELW 725 Cuando el pobre/When the Poor Ones
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*Kyrie:

*Prayer of the Day
P: Bend your ear to our prayers,
Lord Christ, and come among us.
By your gracious life and death for us,
bring light into the darkness of our hearts,
and anoint us with your Spirit,
for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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WORD
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Psalm 23
1El Señor es mi pastor, nada me falta.
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3Me guía por sendas de justiciar por amor a su nombre.
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5Dispones ante mí un banquete en presencia de mis enemigos.
Has ungido con perfume mi cabeza; has llenado mi copa a rebosar.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
*Gospel Acclamation:
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*HOLY GOSPEL
John 9:1-41
P: The Holy Gospel according to John
C: Glory to you, O Lord
1As [Jesus] walked along, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. 2The disciples asked
Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born
blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works
of God who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When Jesus had said
this, Jesus spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud
on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others
were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the
man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He
answered, “The one called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to
me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my
sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been
blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight.
He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I
see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform
such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man,
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prophet.”
18The people did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he
now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the religious
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leaders; for they had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is
of age; ask him.”
24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that
though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but
we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for
this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here
is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but God does
listen to one who worships God and obeys God’s will. 32Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born
blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered
him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they
drove him out.
35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when Jesus found him, Jesus
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir?
Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him,
and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he
worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those
who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of
the Pharisees near Jesus heard this and said, “Surely we are not blind, are
we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now
that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon: Journeying with God at Night: Transforming Experiences Rev. Karen Brau
Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged! Please use
#JourneyingwithGodatNight, #RealChurch, and #OscarRomero,
and don’t forget to tag @LutherPlace and @KarenBrau.
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*Hymn of the Day:

*Prayers of the People
the response to each bidding is “Hear our prayer”
A: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.
Silence...
A: God of insight, open the hearts of the church and the world to all who
testify to your deeds of power. Raise up voices in your church (like Oscar
Arnulfo Romero, whom we commemorate today) that are often silenced or
overlooked due to age, gender expression, race, or economic status. Lord, in
your mercy,
A: God of insight, empower us to care for the land and all living things that
dwell in it and beneath it. Provide rich soil for crops to grow. Bring rain to lands
suffering drought. Protect hills and shorelines from damage caused by
erosion. Lord, in your mercy,
A: God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations. Anoint leaders who
seek goodness and truth on behalf of all. Frustrate the efforts of those who
would seek to cause violence or terror. Lord, in your mercy,
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A: God of insight, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly
to all who seek prayer this day (especially). Accomplish healing through the
work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, and all who tend to
human bodies. Lord, in your mercy,
A: We pray for Washington, D.C., and our city where gun violence takes the
lives of young and old. We lament… for life lost, for people killed, for
families grieving, for friends in despair. Lord, in your mercy,
A: God of insight, you call out to those who are asleep and awaken them to
new life with you. We give thanks for your saints (especially). Join us together
with them as your children in this world and the next. Lord, in your mercy,
P: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as
we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
*Exchange of Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Announcements
Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news
Offering
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673 or
going to www.fellowshiponegiving.com/App/Giving/lutherplace. To
the right is the QR code for the giving portal. We are inviting you to
give financially, out of your heart and love for God. Our giving is a
spiritual practice as part of our faith and discipleship.
Mission of the Moment: Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
*Offering Prayer
P: Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends.
Prepare us to witness to your goodness
with every gift you have given us to share,
that all people may know your peace
through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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MEAL
*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right...
*Sanctus:
...and join their unending praise:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this
far along the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us
into the path of love and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known
your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own
cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. In the fullness of
time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to
break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to
prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
C: Amen
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Lord’s Prayer
C: Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga
tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad en la tierra como en el cielo. Danos hoy
nuestro pan de cada día. Perdona nuestras ofensas como también
nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden. No nos dejes caer en
tentación y líbranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es el poder
y tuya es la gloria, ahora y siempre. Amén
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
*Agnus Dei:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

*Table Blessing
P: May Christ, the wisdom and power of God,
and the source of our life together,
keep you united in mind and purpose.
And the blessing of almighty God,
the Creator, the ☩ Redeemer, and the Sustainer,
be with you always.
C: Amen.
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Prayer after Communion
A: Faithful God,
you have kept your promise to us in this meal,
nourishing us with the gift of salvation.
Now send your children forth in peace,
that we may testify to your goodness
and share the hope that is ours
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
*Sending Song: Grant Me a Blessing
Refrain:
Lord, my soul is thirsting for a blessing today,
Let thy presence come from above;
O that thou wouldst rend the heavens; and then come down;
Let thy Spirit fall all around.
Lord, my soul is thirsting and I want a refreshing;
Lord, my soul is thirsting and I need a fresh touch.
Lord, my soul is thirsting and I want a refreshing;
Grant me a blessing today.
Grant me a blessing [x3]
A blessing today.
-to refrain-

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Live the good news.

C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude: RATHBURN In the Cross of Christ I Glory
Justin Fitch, organ
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David M. Cherwien

