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GATHERING
Prelude: My Tribute

Justin Fitch, piano

arr. Mark Hayes

Welcome
We welcome you to worship today! We are a church that uses social media.
You are invited to interact on this live video through the comment section.
We will offer communion today and ask that you prepare bread and wine/juice.
As we have been in pandemic for six months,
and now school has started — let’s spend some time noticing how we are
feeling in our mental health...
*Confession:
P: Faithful God,
C: have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through the death and resurrection,
Christ has made us Christ’s own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.
C: Amen.
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING
Genesis 50:15-21
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we
did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this
instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of
your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept
when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him,
and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to
me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as
God is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. C: Thanks be to God!
Psalm 103:1-13
1Bless

the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
2Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
3who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
4who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
5who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6O LORD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
7You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
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9you

will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
11For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.
Gospel Acclamation: ELW 172
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HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew

Matthew 18:21-35
C: Glory to you, O Lord

21Peter

came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
23“For this reason the kin-dom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his
lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would
pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then
his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that
debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ

Children’s Time
Sermon
“What do communities need to be safe? — Spaces for Repentance and change”

Rev. Karen Brau
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Hymn of the Day:
ELW 632 O God, Our Help in Ages Past
Kyra Reumann-Moore & Tyler Saunders
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*Prayers of the People
Please comment with your prayers for each category
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and
all those in need, responding to each petition with the words “receive our prayer.”
God of open arms, make us into signs of your gracious welcome, to both
members and newcomers, whether meeting physically or digitally. Strengthen faith
through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and youth
ministries, and nurture new ventures for education and growth. Bless bishops,
pastors, staff, deacons, and lay leaders for their work in this unprecedented time.
God of love,
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God of lands and seas, continue your care for your creation. Where human
selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we ask you to heal and renew your
earth. Preserve the lands from fire and storm. Protect the sources of food that
your creatures need for life. Mothering God,
As we pass the anniversary of September 11, 2001, we once again call on your
spirit that is within us to help us deepen our response to our commitment to
peace. We are so aware of the fear and violence that continues to permeate our
world since 9/11. As we pray in remembrance of that tragic day, and all who died,
help us also to be people of hope who embrace a belief that a new vision is
possible. God of peace,
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who
are oppressed. Help us not to get caught in the web of Christian nationalism.
Merciful God,
We lament the ongoing occurrences of police brutality in our nation. Help us to
make new paths towards re-imagining what safety is for all people. Creating God,

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues
when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this
congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors.
God of grace,
God of goodness, once more we beg for a way through the COVID-19 pandemic.
Comfort the afflicted. Support medical workers. Prepare a vaccine. We take a
moment of silence for the over 190,000 people who have died from COVID-19...
Faithful God,
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who
have led us in the faith, especially those we name now or hold silently in our
hearts… Hold us with them in your everlasting love. Eternal God,
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Announcements
Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news or click here to
view our full list of announcements.
Offering
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673 or clicking this link. We are
inviting you to give financially, out of your heart and love for God. Our giving is a spiritual
practice as part of our faith and discipleship.
Mission of the Moment: Support for Ward 2 Mutual Aid
Offering Prayer
P: God of all goodness and grace,
receive the gifts we offer;
and grant that our whole life
may give you glory and praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
MEAL
*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P:Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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Sanctus: ELW Setting Ten

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far
along the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into
the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is
your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to
the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in
bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which Christ was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
*Agnus Dei:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

*Table Blessing
P: Guard the good treasure entrusted to you,
with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.
Almighty God ☩ bless you
with grace, mercy, and peace,
now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Prayer after Communion
J: We give you thanks, gracious God,
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ.
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING
Recessional
We will exit the sanctuary and process around the perimeter of the church as a witness to
those around us.

Dismissal
J: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God!
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