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GATHERING

Prelude: Christ Arose

arr. Jeff Bennett
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We welcome you to worship today! We are a church that uses social media.
You are invited to interact on this live video through the comment section.
We will offer communion today and ask that you prepare bread and wine/juice.

Noticing
Confession
P: We come to the God of mercy mindful that the world upon which we all
depend is suffering. The sacred creation given to us, the immense beauty
surrounding us, the complex web of life supporting us has been broken, not
only by others, but by our own hand. Let us confess our sin in the presence
of God and one another.
silence...
Loving God, you have placed us as stewards within your creation. Instead, we
have abused your gifts. The beauty and abundance of the earth is falling apart
under us. God of all life....
C: We confess our part in a broken world.
P: You have multiplied your people beyond counting and have provided enough
for all. But we have poisoned the waters, exhausted the soils and polluted the
air. By our own hand we have spoiled the life-giving resources upon which
we all depend. God of all life...
C: We confess our part in a broken world.
P: As Jesus’ disciples, we are called to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and tend
to the sick. Instead, we have taken the wealth of the world into our own
houses and left your children in hunger and need. God of all life...
C: We confess our part in a broken world.
P: As surely as the rain comes forth to water the earth, God’s mercy comes to us
as a gift, abundant and freely given. The same God who created the cosmos
and raised Jesus from death to life brings healing and forgiveness to the world
today. You are loved, you are restored. In Christ, we are made new. Thanks be
to God!
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Song of Praise: ELW 164
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P: God, our Creator, as we reflect on the mysteries of the universe, we celebrate
the wondrous design of creation and the Wisdom that guides its course. Help
us recognize our place in your creation and cherish our connection with living
members of your cosmic community. Lead us to know the presence of Christ,
who reconciles all forces in creation. Amen.
C: Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING
Acts 8:26-40
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he
got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come
to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this
chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As
they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said,
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both
of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
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down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more,
and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he
was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns
until he came to Caesarea.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm 104:1, 10-24
1Bless

the LORD, O my soul.
O LORD my God, you are very great.
10You make springs gush forth in the valleys;
they flow between the hills,
11giving drink to every wild animal;
the wild asses quench their thirst.
12By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation;
they sing among the branches.
13From your lofty abode you water the mountains;
the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work.
14You cause the grass to grow for the cattle,
and plants for people to use,
to bring forth food from the earth,
15and wine to gladden the human heart,
oil to make the face shine,
and bread to strengthen the human heart.
16The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly,
the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.
17In them the birds build their nests;
the stork has its home in the fir trees.
18The high mountains are for the wild goats;
the rocks are a refuge for the coneys.
19You have made the moon to mark the seasons;
the sun knows its time for setting.
20You make darkness, and it is night,
when all the animals of the forest come creeping out.
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21The

young lions roar for their prey,
seeking their food from God.
22When the sun rises, they withdraw
and lie down in their dens.
23People go out to their work
and to their labor until the evening.
24O LORD, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW 172

HOLY GOSPEL
John 15:1-8
P: The Holy Gospel according to John
C: Glory to you, O Lord
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my [Mother] is the vinegrower. 2[She]
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit
[She] prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the
word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I
in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words
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abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ
Noticing

Sermon: Easter Movements

Rev. Karen Brau

Hymn of the Day: For the Beauty of the Earth ELW 879
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Affirmation of Faith from Season of Creation - Endorsed by the Lutheran School of Theology
We believe that God creates all things,
renews all things,
and celebrates all things.
We believe Earth is a sanctuary,
a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,
a home for us to share with our kin.
We believe that God became flesh and blood,
became a part of Earth,
a human being called Jesus Christ,
who lived and breathed and spoke among us,
suffered and died on a cross,
for all human beings and for all creation.
We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ
at the core of creation reconciling all things to God,
renewing all creation,
and filling the universe.
We believe the Spirit renews life in creation,
groans in empathy with a suffering creation,
and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.
We believe that with Christ we will rise,
and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.
*Prayers of the People
On this fifth Sunday of Easter, let us unite in Christ to pray for all in any need,
responding to each petition with the words “Make us one in you.”
God of triune mystery, as you have formed your church to be one fruitful vine,
strengthen our churches and our ecumenical connections with Christians across
the street and around the globe. Hear our prayer, O loving God: Make us one in
you.
As you brought the Ethiopian eunuch to baptism, lead all Christian communities
to welcome people of each sexual identity, every skin color, and all national
backgrounds. Hear our prayer, O embracing God: Make us one in you.
8

We pray for all human populations who may be suffering due to ecological
degradations: those who lack clean water; those in the path of extreme weather,
losing their lives, homes, or livelihoods; those suffering from increased pollution,
disease, or famine. Hear our prayer, O sustaining God: Make us one in you.
As you created an earth with countless forms of plant and animal life, train us to
honor and maintain the bountiful earth that you intend for us and future
generations. Hear our prayer, O creating God: Make us one in you.
As you call humankind to live in love with one another, bring peace to nations, to
neighborhoods, and to homes. Protect the oppressed and the vulnerable in every
land, show us the path to nonviolence in all things. Hear our prayer, O reconciling
God: Make us one in you.
As you have promised to hear the cries of all the needy, listen now to the
countless people around the world who are suffering from sickness, from the
coronavirus, from injustice, from abuse, from starvation. Hear our pleas for India.
We pray especially for. . . . Hear our prayer, O healing God: Make us one in you.

As you have sustained each of us in your love, receive now the silent petitions of
our hearts. Hear our prayer, O abiding God: Make us one in you.
We remember those who have died in the faith, especially today Athanasius the
theologian and those we name in our hearts. As you have promised to bring your
people into your strong and tender embrace, preserve us until we enter with all the
saints into your everlasting mercy. Hear our prayer, O eternal God: Make us one
in you.
P: In our commemoration today, we honor the life of...
P: Receive these prayers into your heart of mercy for the sake of the holy and
loving one, Jesus Christ, our wondrous Redeemer.
C: Amen.
Announcements
Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news or click here to
view our full list of announcements.
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Offering
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673 or clicking this link. We are
inviting you to give financially, out of your heart and love for God. Our giving is a spiritual
practice as part of our faith and discipleship.
Mission of the Moment: ArtSmart Summer Camp
Offering Prayer
Creator God,
you made everything, and you provide for every need.
The water that sustains life comes from you.
The bread we break and the wine we pour come from you.
As we eat and drink with thanksgiving, fill us with your love;
let that love flow through us to others;
and join us to the saints before us in a holy and boundless communion;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

MEAL
*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise
P: It is indeed right…

10

Sanctus: ELW 525
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Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we
worship and adore.
You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created
fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in
your image, and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than
the seas, you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. That also we,
estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us
through the life and death of Jesus.

In the night in which Christ was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*Maori version of The Lord’s Prayer in honor of indigenous people:
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe;
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world;
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings;
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope
and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trial too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.
Amen.
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*Agnus Dei: ELW 341 Now Behold the Lamb

Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Prayer after Communion
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
*Table Blessing
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Creator, ☩ Christ, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
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SENDING

Sending Song: We Come from North, South, East, and West

Dismissal
A: Go in peace, care for all creation.
C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude: Fanfare on DIX
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