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Our Purpose
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love and
grace and challenges injustice.
Our Guiding Principles
1.
2.
3.
4.

All of God’s creation is sacred.
We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection.
We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable.
We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and
God.
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action.
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles.

Our Vision

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kin-dom in its beautiful
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. In
this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved community.
Worship attracts and gathers a range of people with various services and styles, engaging
the community in a depth of practices and creative endeavors.
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of Jesus Christ, embracing scripture
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and
question our faith.
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of openness to what
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community,
country, and world.

Hospitality is how we—each of us—extend God's kin-dom to a dynamic and diverse city,
growing our community and engaging all of God's children, from the powerless to the
powerful.
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of life, in celebration and sorrow.
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place!
Are you a guest? If so, here are some things you might like to know…
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The cards can be placed
in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your presence and hope you will join us again. For
questions about the congregation please email Pastor Karen Brau at seniorpastor@lutherplace.org
We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us on social
media. You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the conversation.

Please fill out a contract tracing card to help us keep each other safe. In the event of a positive COVID
diagnosis within 3 days of attending an in-person Luther Place event, please notify Pastor Karen or
Justin Fitch as soon as possible. Your personal-identifying information will not be shared beyond
Pastor Karen or Justin, but your notification is necessary to activate Luther Place's contact tracing
protocol.
At this time, we are not able to offer parking validation. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in the
circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with accessibility needs and their drivers. We encourage
the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place.

A children’s nursery is available as a changing area. An usher can direct you to this space.
Each service is livestreamed to Facebook at www.facebook.com/lutherplace/live
Everyone is to be masked and remain physically distanced
A digital copy of the bulletin can be found at our website: www.lutherplace.org
Congregational singing is slowly being reintegrated at this time, based on current recommendations from
the CDC and other public health institutions. Dancing, clapping, and other forms of body percussion are
encouraged.
We encourage socializing outdoors, where it is much safer to do so. There is a table with simple
refreshments outside by the Vermont Ave. door.
Throughout the service, the bold print is for congregational response.
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation.

References to God in some prayers and hymns may be gender specific. As we pray and sing together, you are
invited to substitute terms that reflect a more expansive understanding of God. You are also invited to sing
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue.* In these places in
worship, we invite you to take a reverent position. That may be standing or sitting. We hope you
will chose a posture that allows you to worship as an individual and as part of the community.
Scripture passages come from a number of translations, mainly the NRSV and Growing in God’s Love, a
Story Bible.
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GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome, Preparation, & Noticing Practice
*Call to Worship by Enfleshed
In possibility, wonder, and mystery, we gather.
In grief, burnout, and apathy, we gather.
With community, creativity, and intention, we gather.
With anger, questions, and heartbreak, we gather.
Hallelujah, God welcomes it all!
Let us worship God.
*Confession adapted by Justin Fitch
P: In the name of the Creator, and of the ☩ Christ, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection

Have mercy on us, O God.
C: We confess that we have sinned against you
and against our neighbor.
We have built walls instead of tables
and have turned away the stranger.
We have sought glory for ourselves
and have treasured that which does not satisfy.
Help us to love as you love,
to welcome those you send,
and to treasure mercy and justice.
Turn us from our ways to your ways,
and free us to serve those in need. Amen.
P: God, who makes all things new,
forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake
and remembers them no more.
Lift up your heads and your hearts.
Yours is the kin-dom of God. Amen. 4

*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*Kyrie: ELW 155

Public Domain

*Prayer of the Day by Enfleshed
P: Holy Spirit, our lives are rarely one thing; they often make a duet of sorrow and
delight. Breathe with us through our sorrow. Marvel with us in our delight. Hold
with us the “what is” of today that we might have rest and courage to be present to
tomorrow. Amen.
C: Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING

2 Samuel 23:1-7

1Now

these are the last words of David: The oracle of David, son of Jesse,
the oracle of the man whom God exalted, the anointed of the God of Jacob, the
favorite of the Strong One of Israel: 2The spirit of the LORD speaks through me,
her word is upon my tongue. 3The God of Israel has spoken, the Rock of Israel
has said to me: One who rules over people justly, ruling in the fear of God, 4is like
the light of morning, like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, gleaming from
the rain on the grassy land.
5Is not my house like this with God? For They have made with me an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and secure. Will They not cause to
prosper all my help and my desire? 6But the godless are all like thorns that are
thrown away; for they cannot be picked up with the hand; 7to touch them one uses
an iron bar or the shaft of a spear. And they are entirely consumed in fire on the
spot.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 93
1The

LORD [reigns], robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and armed
with strength.
The LORD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved.
2Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;
you are from everlasting.
3The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.
4Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of
the sea,
mightier is the LORD who dwells on high.
5Your testimonies are very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and forevermore.
6

*Gospel Acclamation: Aleluya Y'in Oluwa

Public Domain

The music leaders will sing first, then you are invited to join with us in the English verses 1-3.

*HOLY GOSPEL
John 18:33-37
P: The Holy Gospel according to John
C: Glory to you, O Lord
33Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others
tell you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and
the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus
answered, “My kin-dom is not from this world. If my kin-dom were from this
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world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the
People. But as it is, my kin-dom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked, “So you are a
ruler?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a ruler. For this I was born, and for this
I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth
listens to my voice.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ
Noticing

Sermon

Rev. Karen Brau

Hymn of the Day: ELW 723 Canticle of the Turning

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All
rights reserved. Used by permission. Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-737729.

*Affirmation of Faith from Season of Creation

We believe that God creates all things,
renews all things,
and celebrates all things.
We believe Earth is a sanctuary,
a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,
a home for us to share with our kin.
We believe that God became flesh and blood,
became a part of Earth,
a human being called Jesus Christ,
who lived and breathed and spoke among us,
suffered and died on a cross,
for all human beings and for all creation.
We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ
at the core of creation reconciling all things to God,
renewing all creation, and filling the universe.
We believe the Spirit renews life in creation,
groans in empathy with a suffering creation,
and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.
We believe that with Christ we will rise,
and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.
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*Prayers of the People
A: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.
God our creator, you show us the path of life. Bless faithful people everywhere
with humility as they extend compassion to those who have experienced harm in
religious spaces. Cultivate healthy congregations that tell of and enact your
reconciling love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living things longing
for the freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses to endangered
animals and rare insects. Give human beings compassionate hearts to care for
them. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the
members of international alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward the
future. Give them the humility and wisdom to make just decisions to benefit all.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to serve you. We
pray for people who serve the well-being of others, especially ministries in our
community (local social ministries or agencies may be named). Renew them in
their work. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You are with us in our seasons of mourning and grief. We trust Your gracious
presence with those whose loved ones have died. Please be with us all as we share
and carry collective grief for over _______ in the U.S. and _______ worldwide
who have died of COVID-19. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the friends of our
congregation who are unable to join our worship in person and for all who are ill
and suffering (especially)... Join their prayers with ours and unite them with us in
the body of Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give thanks for those
whose lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign of justice and peace. Empower
us to join their witness. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
P: God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain
with us always, through Jesus Christ, our 9Savior. C: Amen.

Exchange of Peace

Announcements
Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news or click here to
view our full list of announcements.
Offering
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673, clicking
this link, scanning the QR code, or using the offering plate near the altar.
We are inviting you to give financially, out of your heart and love for God.
Our giving is a spiritual practice as part of our faith and discipleship.
Mission of the Moment: Education Fund
Offertory
*Offering Prayer
A: God of Mutuality,
we are inundated by messages that encourage selfish individualism.
Greed shouts at us from billboards and fear flashes across our screens.
Nurture our ability to resist these temptations.
Bless our offerings and our intentions,
that we may be generous with all we have
and find our needs met in community.
C: Amen.
MEAL
*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
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*Sanctus
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*Thanksgiving at the Table from Enfleshed
P: “Blessed are you and blessed is your eternal table. You welcome all who thirst
for justice and hunger to grow in love. You ask us to extend this same welcome to
all our neighbors, but God, since our beginning, we have struggled.
And so in your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus. Through his life, you
pointed to your presence on the margins. You revealed the sacredness in all life.
You showed us how to live together, even among forces of destruction.
Believing it could transform the world, Jesus proclaimed the Good News. He
called for the captives to be set free. He spoke of the lowly being lifted up. He
talked of redistributing wealth and eradicating the causes of poverty. His
commitment to practicing love knew no bounds – not even the bounds of death.
On the night of his arrest, Jesus shared a meal with his companions.
He took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples and said:
“This is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
After the meal, he took the cup, blessed it, and shared it saying:
“This cup that is poured out is the new covenant.”
In remembrance of all you have done to save us,
we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ was birthed among us.
Christ was killed among us.
Christ rises again among us.
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. Make these ordinary elements into the
Sacred gift of your presence with us once again. May they awaken us anew to your
everlasting invitation into a life of resurrection. Aliven us in our pursuit of a
world where all needs are met, power is balanced, and the worth of every creature
and creation is celebrated.
In collective longing for a taste of your Kin-dom on earth,
we join together in echoing the prayer of Jesus:
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kin-dom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kin-dom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Distribution
The ushers will direct you now to receive individual packets of the elements
from the altar. Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to
all. We offer wine, juice, and gluten-free options. Return to your seat, and then
we will all commune together.
*Agnus Dei:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

*Prayer after Communion from Enfleshed
A: God, by the bread of heaven and the cup of life, you make us one body.
Bind us together by your spirit that we might live into your hopes for us,
a community centered in Christ
and rich in compassion, commitment, courage, and care.
C: Amen.
*Table Blessing
P: God, the beginning and the end,
who has written your name in the book of life,
☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace
from this time forth and forevermore.
C: Amen.
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SENDING
*Sending Song: ELW 439 Soon and Very Soon
Text and music © Andraé Crouch 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing.
Streamed and reprinted with permission under CCLI #5382423. All rights reserved.

Soon and very soon,
We are going to see the King, [x3]
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
We are going to see the King.
No more cryin’ there,
We are going to see the King, [x3]
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
We are going to see the King.
No more dyin’ there,
We are going to see the King, [x3]
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
We are going to see the King.
Soon and very soon,
We are going to see the King, [x3]
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
We are going to see the King.
Dismissal
A: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Jacob Nordman, piano
We invite you into the Sacred Commons outside to socialize

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE
with license #A-737729. All rights reserved. CCLI license #5382423. Augsburg Fortress liturgy license SAS000812.
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VOLUNTEERS
Assisting Minister & Friend of the Feast
Tara Hogan
Ushers
Ben Brown
Kathleen McGuire
Paul Ramshaw
Musicians
Jacob Nordman
Anna Fox
Emma Northcott
Kathryn Perry
Tech Minister
Karin Selland

Learn more at www.enfleshed.com
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Youth Development Associates
Barbara Parker
Angelica Lopez
Church Council
Ben Brown, President
Kyra Reumann-Moore, Vice President
Tom Randall, Treasurer
Collin Bradley, Secretary
Tom Chacko
Brad Eayrs
Joan Hay
Margaret Maring
Emma Northcott
Kirk Sander
Jeff Serfass
Committee Chairs
Finance | Thomas Randall
Personnel | Chris Nichols
Property | Tim Reed
Ministry Contacts
20s/30s | Collin Bradley
ArtSmart | Vanessa Garcia
Embrace | Dianne Russell
Faith Formation | Amanda Lindamood
Friends of the Feast | Faith Forbel
Men’s Fellowship | Jeff Serfass
Movement Support | Kyra Reumann-Moore
Sacred Commons | Ed Miller
Steinbruck Center | Pr. Karen Brau
Worship | Justin Fitch
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