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Night Prayer
Rev. Karen Brau
OPENING

—————— Night Hymn ——————

—————— Confession and Forgiveness ——————
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Holy and gracious God,
I confess that I have sinned against you this day.
Some of my sin I know—
the thoughts and words and deeds
of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to you.
2

In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness.
Deliver and restore me,
that I may rest in peace.
By the mercy of God
we are united with Jesus Christ,
in whom we are forgiven.
We rest now in the peace of Christ
and rise in the morning to serve.

REFLECTION
By Talitha Arnold
The Daughters Were Right
The Lord said to Moses, “The daughters of Zelophehad are right in what they are
saying; you shall indeed let them possess an inheritance among their father’s
brothers and pass the inheritance of their father on to them.” – Numbers 27:7
(NRSV)

Who do you know who needs this story of the daughters of Zelophehad?
The story of five young women who—because of (supposedly) divinely inspired
inheritance laws that disinherited daughters—faced destitution after their father’s
death.
The story of their courage, desperation, or some combination thereof that
motivated them to go to the Tent of Meeting and make their case before the
great Moses, the high priest Eleazar, the elders, and the whole assembly.
The story of Moses not dismissing the young women, but instead bringing their
case before the Lord. Most of all, the story of the Lord proclaiming “the
daughters are right” and changing the law.
Who needs to know this story? Perhaps it’s the person struggling to reconcile
their sexuality with the teachings of the faith they’ve trusted since childhood.
Perhaps it’s the mid-career cis-woman who’s hit the glass ceiling in the culture of
her workplace. Maybe it’s a parent trying to figure out what’s best for their child
and what words like male, female, trans, cis mean in a gender-fluid world.
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Going beyond gender issues, maybe this story about a God who gives heed to
the disenfranchised daughters can also give hope and courage to someone who’s
been dismissed or passed over because of the color of their skin, ethnicity,
economic status, or accent.
Who needs this story? Perhaps it’s anyone who yearns to know there is always
more light and truth to break forth from God’s word and God’s ways.
Prayer
Thank you, God of truth, for this story. Amen.
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PRAYERS

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this night,
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to
the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield
the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
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The night is the cover of your peace, O God,
the rhythm of your rest for all your people.
The darkness is the cloak of your gentleness, O God,
the warmth of your hand around the earth.
In its blackness is the sign of your eternity,
the never-ending living of your love.
In faith we go to sleep and leave our life to you.
In childlike trust we end our efforts of this day.
In our sleeping, be our company.
In our waking, be the gift of our new day.
We pray to God, our rest and comfort, in the words Jesus taught us:
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BLESSING
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