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Our Purpose
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love and
grace and challenges injustice.
Our Guiding Principles
1.
2.
3.
4.

All of God’s creation is sacred.
We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection.
We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable.
We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and
God.
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action.
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles.

Our Vision
Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kin-dom in its beautiful
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. In
this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved community.

Worship attracts and gathers a range of people with various services and styles, engaging
the community in a depth of practices and creative endeavors.
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of Jesus Christ, embracing scripture
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and
question our faith.
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of openness to what
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community,
country, and world.
Hospitality is how we—each of us—extend God's kin-dom to a dynamic and diverse city,
growing our community and engaging all of God's children, from the powerless to the
powerful.
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of life, in celebration and sorrow.
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place!
Luther Place Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Nacotchtank and
Piscataway peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to
recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.
Are you a guest? If so, here are some things you might like to know…
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The cards can be placed
in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your presence and hope you will join us again. For
questions about the congregation please email Pastor Karen Brau at seniorpastor@lutherplace.org
We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us on social
media. You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the conversation.
At this time, we are not able to offer parking validation. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in the
circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with accessibility needs and their drivers. We encourage
the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place.
A children’s nursery is available as a changing area. An usher can direct you to this space.
Each service is livestreamed to Facebook at www.facebook.com/lutherplace/live
Everyone is to be masked and remain physically distanced
A digital copy of the bulletin can be found at our website: www.lutherplace.org
We encourage socializing outdoors, where it is much safer to do so. There is a table with simple
refreshments outside by the Vermont Ave. door.
Throughout the service, the bold print is for congregational response.
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation.
References to God in some prayers and hymns may be gender specific. As we pray and sing together, you are
invited to substitute terms that reflect a more expansive understanding of God. You are also invited to sing
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue.* In these places in
worship, we invite you to take a reverent position. That may be standing or sitting. We hope you
will chose a posture that allows you to worship as an individual and as part of the community.
Scripture passages come from a number of translations, mainly the NRSV and Growing in God’s Love, a
Story Bible.
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GATHERING

Prelude
Be Thou My Vision
Blessed Assurance

arr. Mary E. Byrne
arr. Phoebe Palmer Knapp
Liza Johnson

Welcome, Preparation, & Noticing Practice
*Confession
P: We come to the God of mercy mindful that the world upon which we all
depend is suffering. The sacred creation given to us, the immense beauty
surrounding us, the complex web of life supporting us has been broken, not
only by others, but by our own hand. Let us confess our sin in the presence
of God and one another.
silence...
Loving God, you have placed us as stewards within your creation. Instead, we
have abused your gifts. The beauty and abundance of the earth is falling apart
under us. God of all life....
C: We confess our part in a broken world.
P: You have multiplied your people beyond counting and have provided enough
for all. But we have poisoned the waters, exhausted the soils and polluted the
air. By our own hand we have spoiled the life-giving resources upon which
we all depend. God of all life...
C: We confess our part in a broken world.
P: As Jesus’ disciples, we are called to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and tend
to the sick. Instead, we have taken the wealth of the world into our own
houses and left your children in hunger and need. God of all life...
C: We confess our part in a broken world.
P: As surely as the rain comes forth to water the earth, God’s mercy comes to us
as a gift, abundant and freely given. The same God who created the cosmos
and raised Jesus from death to life brings healing and forgiveness to the world
today. You are loved, you are restored. In Christ, we are made new. Thanks be
to God!
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Hymn of Praise: ELW 819
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*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P: God, our Creator, as we reflect on the mysteries of the universe, we celebrate
the wondrous design of creation and the Wisdom that guides its course. Help us
recognize our place in your creation and cherish our connection with living
members of your cosmic community. Lead us to know the presence of Christ, who
reconciles all forces in creation.
C: Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING

Revelation 21:1-6
(NRSV adapted by Justin Fitch)

1I

saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
spouse. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
She will dwell with them;
they will be her peoples,
and God herself will be with them;
4She will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things
new.” Also she said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then
she said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

C: Thanks be to God!
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Psalm 148
1Hallelujah!

Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
6who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away. R
7Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for
all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!
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Gospel Acclamation: ELW 535

*HOLY GOSPEL
John 13:31-35
P: The Holy Gospel according to John
C: Glory to you, O Lord
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and
God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the People so now I say
to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Noticing
Homily

The Rev. Karen Brau
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*Hymn of the Day: For the Beauty of the Earth ELW 879
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Affirmation of Faith from Season of Creation - Endorsed by the Lutheran School of Theology
We believe that God creates all things,
renews all things, and celebrates all things.
We believe Earth is a sanctuary,
a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,
a home for us to share with our kin.
We believe that God became flesh and blood,
became a part of Earth, a human being called Jesus Christ,
who lived and breathed and spoke among us,
suffered and died on a cross,
for all human beings and for all creation.
We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ
at the core of creation reconciling all things to God,
renewing all creation,
and filling the universe.
We believe the Spirit renews life in creation,
groans in empathy with a suffering creation,
and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.
We believe that with Christ we will rise,
and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.
*Prayers of the People
A: Set free from death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people
in need, and all of creation.
Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or
desires, as the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in
those we least expect. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world
around us (local natural areas may be named). Urge us toward more deliberate
care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people
who need their attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard
wealth or power. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress (especially). As Christ
enters our deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and great
need. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your
love heal us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and
communities. Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one
another. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value
of each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children,
kindred of Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
P: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your lifegiving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
Exchange of Peace
P: The peace of Christ be always with you.

C: And also with you.

Announcements

Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news
or click here to view our full list of announcements.

Offering
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673, clicking
this link, scanning the QR code, or using the offering plate near the altar.
We are inviting you to give financially, out of your heart and love for God.
Our giving is a spiritual practice as part of our faith and discipleship.
Mission of the Moment: 2022 ArtSmart Summer Camp
Invitation to Offering
A new heaven and a new earth where evil and injustice are no more: May it
manifest in this community. May it come to fruition in our neighborhoods. May it
be so within our families. In service to this holy labor, let us bring our offerings to
God.
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Offertory Anthem: Litany for the Earth

12

Barbara Bridge

*Offering Prayer
A: Creator God,
you made everything, and you provide for every need.
The water that sustains life comes from you.
The bread we break and the wine we pour come from you.
As we eat and drink with thanksgiving, fill us with your love;
let that love flow through us to others;
and join us to the saints before us in a holy and boundless communion;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
MEAL
*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who took away our sin;
in dying destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Sanctus:
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*Thanksgiving at the Table
P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you
we worship and adore.
You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created
fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in
your image, and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the
seas, you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. That also we,
estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us
through the life and death of Jesus.

In the night in which Christ was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
*Maori version of The Lord’s Prayer in honor of indigenous people:
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe;
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world;
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings;
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope
and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trial too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.
Amen.
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Invitation to the Table
P: The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
Distribution

The ushers will direct you now to receive individual packets of the elements from the
altar. Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. We offer
wine, juice, and gluten-free options. Return to your seat, and then we will all
commune together.

*Agnus Dei: ELW Setting Six

Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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Communion Song: ELW 465

*Prayer after Communion
A: We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.
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*Table Blessing from Enfleshed Adapted by Justin Fitch
P: Friends, it is Love that called us to this table and Love that feeds us. May we
know that this same Love is working in and around us in miraculous and
ordinary ways, binding up broken hearts, rising up against injustice and
oppression. and stirring up new life in places unimaginable. And may this Love
of the Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit fill you with joy and hope.
C: Amen.
SENDING

*Sending Song: TFF 213 We Shall Overcome

18

Dismissal
A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude: Fanfare on DIX
Phil Lehenbauer
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE
with license #A-737729. All rights reserved. CCLI license #5382423. Augsburg Fortress liturgy license SAS000812.

VOLUNTEERS
Assisting Minister
Dianne Russell
Friend of the Feast
Faith Korbel
Ushers
Veronica Edward
Karin Selland

Musicians
Anna Fox
Jacob Nordman
Emma Northcott
Kyra Reumann-Moore
Jeff Serfass
Tech Minister
Christina Eayrs

We offer our prayers

For Henry's sister Suzann and her husband Ricky - both experiencing health concerns.
For Kathryn Perry, Jean Perry, and Bob Holum.
For all people undergoing medical procedures who are in need of God's healing hand.
We pray for Justin as he undergoes surgery tomorrow — that the procedure go well and
he experience a quick recovery.
We ask for God's help in addressing the collective grief that exists for over 1 million
people dead in this nation and 6.1 million around the world from COVID-19. Christ
have mercy...

Please email prayer requests for healing or other blessings to eNews@lutherplace.org.
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Staff

The Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor, She/her
seniorpastor@lutherplace.org
Justin Fitch, Liturgy & Communications Director
justinfitch@lutherplace.org
Vanessa Garcia, Youth Development Facilitator
youth@lutherplace.org
Karin Selland, LVC Fellow
karin@lutherplace.org
Erica Van Lunen, Administrative Coordinator
erica@lutherplace.org
Angelica Lopez, Youth Development Associate
Barbara Parker, Youth Development Associate
Church Council
Ben Brown, President
Kyra Reumann-Moore, Vice President
Tom Randall, Treasurer
Collin Bradley, Secretary
Tom Chacko
Brad Eayrs

Joan Hay
Margaret Maring
Emma Northcott
Kirk Sander
Jeff Serfass

Committee Chairs
Finance | Thomas Randall
Personnel | Chris Nichols
Property | Tim Reed
Ministry Contacts
20s/30s | Collin Bradley
ArtSmart | Vanessa Garcia
Embrace | Dianne Russell
Faith Formation | Pr. Karen Brau
Friends of the Feast | Faith Korbel

Men’s Fellowship | Jeff Serfass
Movement Support | Kyra R-Moore
Sacred Commons | Ed Miller
Steinbruck Center | Pr. Karen Brau
Worship & Music | Justin Fitch
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