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Our Purpose
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love and
grace and challenges injustice.
Our Guiding Principles
1.
2.
3.
4.

All of God’s creation is sacred.
We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection.
We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable.
We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and
God.
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action.
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles.

Our Vision

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kin-dom in its beautiful
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. In
this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved community.
Worship attracts and gathers a range of people with various services and styles, engaging
the community in a depth of practices and creative endeavors.
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of Jesus Christ, embracing scripture
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and
question our faith.
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of openness to what
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community,
country, and world.

Hospitality is how we—each of us—extend God's kin-dom to a dynamic and diverse city,
growing our community and engaging all of God's children, from the powerless to the
powerful.
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of life, in celebration and sorrow.
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place!
Luther Place Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Nacotchtank and
Piscataway peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to
recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.
Are you a guest? If so, here are some things you might like to know…
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The cards can be placed
in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your presence and hope you will join us again. For
questions about the congregation please email Pastor Karen Brau at seniorpastor@lutherplace.org

We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us on social
media. You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the conversation.
At this time, we are not able to offer parking validation. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in the
circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by those with accessibility needs and their drivers. We encourage
the use of public transportation; free bike parking is available inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place.
A children’s nursery is available as a changing area. An usher can direct you to this space.

Each service is livestreamed to Facebook at www.facebook.com/lutherplace/live
Everyone is to be masked and remain physically distanced
A digital copy of the bulletin can be found at our website: www.lutherplace.org
We encourage socializing outdoors, where it is much safer to do so. There is a table with simple
refreshments outside by the Vermont Ave. door.

Throughout the service, the bold print is for congregational response.
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation.
References to God in some prayers and hymns may be gender specific. As we pray and sing together, you are
invited to substitute terms that reflect a more expansive understanding of God. You are also invited to sing
hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue.* In these places in
worship, we invite you to take a reverent position. That may be standing or sitting. We hope you
will chose a posture that allows you to worship as an individual and as part of the community.

Scripture passages come from a number of translations, mainly the NRSV and Growing in God’s Love, a
Story Bible.
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GATHERING
Prelude: Glory and Grace

Justin Fitch, organ

Ruth Elaine Schram

Welcome, Preparation, & Noticing Practice
*Confession from Disrupt Worship Project
A: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
C: Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence…
P: Most merciful God,
C: We confess that we are mired in sin and cannot get free on our own.
We have judged others based on skin color, sex, gender, sexuality, religion,
nationality, ability, financial and social status.
We have preferred the ease and simplicity of placing others into boxes to
the complexity of getting to know one another as siblings.
We have contributed to and often benefited from systems that maintain
the power of a privileged few.
We have remained silent in the face of racism, sexism, heterosexism,
transphobia, ableism and other forms of prejudice.
Through both our action and inaction, war, poverty and environmental
degradation continue on massive scales.
We have ignored your prophets and turned from your command to put you
first and neighbor second.
We have permitted the ends for which we live to become confused with
the means by which we live. Forgive our ignorance.
Forgive our weakness. Forgive our sin. May your love overwhelm us, your
peace disturb us and your spirit move us so that we cannot help but do
your will at all times and in all places, always glorifying your name.
P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but
delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.
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C: Amen.

Kyrie sung three times

*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P: Creative One, you have shaped us in such wondrously different ways. What gifts
you have given us; each bearing glimpses of you in how we look, how we love,
how we move through this world together. Make us good stewards of the riches
of difference among us, that we might grow in empathy, deepen in love, and
expand our understandings of justice.
C: Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING

Isaiah 65:1-9

1I

was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
to be found by those who did not seek me.
I said, “Here I am, here I am,”
to a nation that did not call on my name.
2I held out my hands all day long
to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
following their own devices;
3a people who provoke me
to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens
and offering incense on bricks;
4who sit inside tombs,
and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine’s flesh,
with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
5who say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
a fire that burns all day long.
6See, it is written before me:
I will not keep silent, but I will repay;
I will indeed repay into their laps
7their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together,
says the LORD;
because they offered incense on the mountains
and reviled me on the hills,
I will measure into their laps
full payment for their actions.
8Thus says the LORD:
As the wine is found in the cluster,
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and they say, “Do not destroy it,
for there is a blessing in it,”
so I will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all.
9I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it,
and my servants shall settle there.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm 22:19-28
19But

you, O LORD, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.
20Deliver me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.
21Save me from the lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
22I will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
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Gospel Acclamation sung two times

*HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 8:26-39
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke
C: Glory to you, O Lord
26Then [Jesus and the disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. 27As Jesus stepped out on land, a man of the city who had
demons met them. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in
a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before Jesus and
shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus had commanded the
unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was
kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the
bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What
is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31They
begged Jesus not to order them to go back into the abyss.
32Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So Jesus gave them permission. 33Then the
demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down
the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the
city and in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and
when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were
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afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed
by demons had been healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding country of
the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So
Jesus got into the boat and returned. 38The man from whom the demons had gone
begged that he might be with Jesus; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to
your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away,
proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

P: The Gospel of the Lord

Noticing

Homily

C: Praise to you, O Christ
The Rev. Karen Brau

*Hymn of the Day: ELW 641 All Are Welcome
1

Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain
All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.
2

3

4

Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they've known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God's face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain
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Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
Refrain

Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,
where all God's children dare to seek
to dream God's reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God's grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain
Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:
a banquet hall on holy ground
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
Refrain

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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*Prayers of the People
A: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation,
and all in need.
Holy God, giver of life, you established peace through Jesus and gave your church
the hope of sharing in your glory. Enliven us by your Spirit to speak and act in
love for the sake of the world. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where land, air, and waterways have
been harmed. Guide us to develop and implement sources of energy and food
production that do not destroy the earth. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who are marginalized or cast out. On this Juneteenth
observance, guide us continually toward the end of oppression in all its forms,
especially white supremacy. Bring true freedom and human flourishing to all your
beloved children. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You hear the cries of those who suffer. Come to the aid of all who are
experiencing homelessness, naked, hungry, and sick (especially)… Bring peace to
any experiencing mental illness, that they can clearly recognize your loving
presence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who celebrate and those who grieve on this Father’s
Day. Nurture mutual love and tender care in all relationships. Comfort those for
whom this day brings sadness or longing. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the faithful departed whose lives proclaimed all you had done
for them (especially). At the last, unite us with them as we make our home in you.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
P: God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit,
we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
C: Amen.
Exchange of Peace
P: The peace of Christ be always with you.
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C: And also with you.

Announcements

Please subscribe to our eNews at lutherplace.org/calendar-news
or click here to view our full list of announcements.

Offering
You can donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673, clicking
this link, scanning the QR code, or using the offering plate near the altar.
We are inviting you to give financially, out of your heart and love for God.
Our giving is a spiritual practice as part of our faith and discipleship.
Mission of the Moment: 2022 ArtSmart Summer Camp
Invitation to Offering
C: Poet, Khaled Mattawa, asks: “Now that we’ve come out of hiding, why
would we live again in the tombs we’d made out of our souls?” May our
souls be resurrected from any tombs we have made. May we co-create a
world so safe and loving, that there be no reason to hide in fear. We gather
our shared resources this day, that it may be so.
Offertory Anthem: Down to the River to Pray

arr. Mary McDonald

*Offering Prayer
A: Come, Holy Spirit, and bless these gifts.
Bless our bodies through which we live our faith.
Bless this community,
that together we might be bold in our witness to your radical love.
May all that we have
and all that we are
be blessed to the nourishment of all creation.
C: Amen

11

MEAL
*The Great Thanksgiving

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
God of justice and accompaniment,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You made us all in your image;
in the Spirit of abounding love and creativity you formed us.
You sent us your Advocate so that we can know how to advocate for our beloveds
as you strengthen us to love and uphold one another.
And so, with the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn!
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*Sanctus: ELW 525
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*Thanksgiving at the Table
P: In the night before Christ died for us,
our Lord Jesus gathered with faltering friends
for a meal that tasted of freedom.
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to them, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
We remember that night Jesus spent with friends,
and we feel Jesus’ presence with us now.
We ask God, through the Holy Spirit to bless these gifts we offer and share,
making them Christ for us,
and making us into Christ’s holy body.
Together with all the church, we give you thanks:
Creator, Redeemer, Spirit of love.
Bind us together.
Open our hearts.
Grant us peace.
C: Amen
Now let us gather up all the prayers of our hearts into the prayer Jesus taught:
Our Creator in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kin-dom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kin-dom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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Invitation to the Table
P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
Distribution

The ushers will direct you now to receive individual packets of the elements from the
altar. Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. We offer
wine, juice, and gluten-free options. Return to your seat, and then we will all
commune together.

*Agnus Dei: ELW 341 Now Behold the Lamb

Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

15

Communion Song: ELW 496

*Prayer after Communion
A: Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.
*Table Blessing
P: May you be assured of the power of Christ in us to rid ourselves of all that
destroys, to celebrate the gifts of difference among us, and to cease discrimination
in our communities. God does not leave us to this work alone, but goes beside us,
within us, and before us. The God of peace, Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Sustainer,
bless and comfort you, this day and always.
C: Amen.
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SENDING
*Sending Song: ELW 841 Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing
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Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE
with license #A-737729. All rights reserved. CCLI license #5382423. Augsburg Fortress liturgy license SAS000812.

VOLUNTEERS
Assisting Minister
Dianne Russell
Friend of the Feast
Chris Nichols
Ushers
Ben Brown
Veronica Edward

Musicians
Anna Fox
Emma Northcott
Kyra Reumann-Moore
Jeff Serfass
Tech Minister
Alex Lopez

We offer our prayers
For Henry's sister Suzann and her husband Ricky - both experiencing health concerns.
For Kathryn Perry.
For Bob Holum.
For Jean Perry.
For Nancy White.
For all people undergoing medical procedures who are in need of God's healing hand.
We ask for God's help in addressing the collective grief that exists for over 1 million
people dead in this nation and 6.1 million around the world from COVID-19. Christ
have mercy...
Please email prayer requests for healing or other blessings to eNews@lutherplace.org.
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Staff

The Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor, She/her
seniorpastor@lutherplace.org
Justin Fitch, Liturgy & Communications Director
justinfitch@lutherplace.org
Vanessa Garcia, Youth Development Facilitator
youth@lutherplace.org
Karin Selland, LVC Fellow
karin@lutherplace.org
Erica Van Lunen, Administrative Coordinator
erica@lutherplace.org
Angelica Lopez, Youth Development Associate
Barbara Parker, Youth Development Associate
Church Council
Ben Brown, President
Kyra Reumann-Moore, Vice President
Tom Randall, Treasurer
Collin Bradley, Secretary
Tom Chacko
Brad Eayrs

Joan Hay
Margaret Maring
Emma Northcott
Kirk Sander
Jeff Serfass

Committee Chairs
Finance | Thomas Randall
Personnel | Chris Nichols
Property | Tim Reed
Ministry Contacts
20s/30s | Collin Bradley
ArtSmart | Vanessa Garcia
Embrace | Dianne Russell
Faith Formation | Pr. Karen Brau
Friends of the Feast | Faith Korbel

Men’s Fellowship | Jeff Serfass
Movement Support | Kyra R-Moore
Sacred Commons | Ed Miller
Steinbruck Center | Karin Selland
Worship & Music | Justin Fitch
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